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Fi].urcl. A-B SolanumhJrtnr. A indumentumon abaxial leafsurface (x10), B - simple(reduced stellate) hairs (left), and simple
glandular hairs (right) (x330r. C-D Solanumhoplopetalum. C - ind]urnentum o abaxial leafsurface (x l0), D - simple (reduced
stellate) hairs (left), and simple glandular hairs (right) (x330). Drawn fron14 schi &IaLIy 1735(A-B)a\dKeighery 4363(C D).

Sp€cies treatments

Recent morphological descriptions and notes on the nomenclature of both taxa can be found in
Purdie et. al (1982) and Symon (1981), and a description of S. ftystrir is also in Symon (1986). For
information on the weed biology ofS. hoplopetalum, seeMeadly (1960) and Paterson (1967), and for
both taxa Parsons & Cuthbertson (1992).

Solanurn hoplopetalum Bitter & Summerh.

Distribution. Occurs mainly in the drier parts of south-western Western Australia, from at least
Wiluna, south to Lake Grace and Newdegate, east to Queen Victoria Spdngs and Caiguna, and
westwards to Coorow, Toodyay and Wagin, with sporadic introduced occurrences in the morc humid
regions of the far south-west corner, e.g. Perth metropolitan area (G.J. Keighery pers. comm.) and
Ludlow. Meadly (1960) reports the species from Geraldton and Borden, but no specimens have been
seen. This species has almost certainly benefitted from agdcultural expansion in Westem Aushalia
during this century (cl Bitter & Summerhayes 1926), and it is not known whether some populations
at the extremes of the distribution represent natuml occurrences or more recent intuoductions.

An isolated inhoduced population has been recorded from South Australia, but has not persisted.
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Of course, given the somewhat weedy nature of both species' and increased lail and road taffic

across the continent, it is quite possible either taxon could become naturalized elsewhere in the future

io,ne otfre, indig"noos Australian solanums have been recorded in self-sustaining populations flom

outside their uiual ranges, e.g. S. aviculare, S capsicifurme' S' cinereum' S' laciniatum'

i.""ii[t"i",nr^, s. stuianumlsymon i976, 1981, 1994 and pers corun ) and S' lineartfulium

(8.J. Lepschi unpubl.). Notabty, mosttaxaonly persist at a locality for afewyears without spreading

far ftom^the site of initial colonization, and then disappear' An excepti otr is S cinereum which has

eslablished naturclized populations

B.J. Lepschi

Western Australian Herbarium, Department
Como, Western Austalia 6152
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