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Zlp6: Wren Creek, on road to Pantijan fiomPeterLacy's camp on atdbutary ofBachstenCreek, Westem
Australia, 16' 01 ' 32" S, 125" 14' 55.7" E, I August 1996,1. Zowrie l5l4 (holo: PERTH 046805021
uo: MEL).

A fibrous-rooted p erennial herb; stem woody, erect, short at first but with age up to 30 cm tall
c. 1.5 mm diam., with a terminal active solitary leafy rosette, the leaves below the teminal rosette
caducous; indumentum ofwhite hairs, which are minutely spuned along their length, present on the
petioles, lamina abaxial surface, inflorescence, scape and sepals in varying densities. ,eaves ofthe
rosette varying from erect (new inner ones) to horizontal (older outer ones); petiole linear, commonly
20-35 mm long at flowering, 0.4-0.6 mm wide near base, 0.2- 0.4 mm wide in the centre, narrowed to
0.1-0.1 5 mm wide atthe base ofthe lamina, sparselyhairy;lamina sub-orbicular,2.5-3 mm wide,2-3 mm
long, adaxial surface with insect catching glands positioned around the margins and smaller glands
within, abaxial surface sparsely hairy . InJlorescenees 1-5 arising from and/or below the leai/ rosette
(often rust-coloured), 20-40 cm long (including scape), densely hairy; raceme crowded, with 50-70 or
more flowers; pedicels 0.5-1.5 mm long, pendulous in frdt. Sepals ell iptic, oblong or oblanceolate,
2-3.5mmlong,0.8-lmmwide,abaxialsurfacehairy.Petalspinkorwhite,withorwithoutaredcentre,
orcerise, obovate, 4- Izrnmlorg,2.7 -l I mmwrde. Stqmens 2-3 mmlong. Ovary obovoid, c. 0.5 mm long,
c. 0.7 mm diam. at anthesis, carpels 3. Styles 3, c, L I mm long (including stigmas), divided into many
branching segments in the upper portion, with each segment terminating in a clavate stigma. Fruit
obovoid 0.7-0,8 mm Iong,0.7-0.8 mm diam., containing c. l5 seeds. See,/s black, ell ipsoid, reticulate,
0.3-0.35 mm long, c. 0.2 mm diam. (Figure l)

Other specimens examined. NORTHERN TERRITORY: DeafAdder Corge, Kakadu,24 Feb. 1977,
R. E. Fo;r 2566 (DNA);3 km SEofJim Jim Falls, Arnhem Land,24 Mar. 1984, D. L.,lones 1519 (DNA);

WaterfallCreek, Kakadu,4 Aug. 1993, F. Rivqdavia 236 (PERTH).

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 62 km N ofBeverley Springs homestead, 22 Dec. 1992, R. L. Baftett 412
(PERTH); Bachsten Creek camp,30 km EofPantijan, W Kimb erley,luly 1994, M. Hancock l9 (PERTIJ);

King Edward River crossing on road to Mitchell Plateau, 24 June 1994, A. Lowrre 993 (DNA, MEL,
PERTH); Ngoollalah Creek crossing on Kalumburu road l2 km N ofturn offto King Edward River,
26 ltne1994, A. Lowne 1005,29 Sep. 1995 ,A. LowrielS44(DNA, MEL, PERTH);GarlcarinanguiCreek
on road to Pago Mission,26 June 1994, ,4. Lowrre 1015 (DNA, MEL, PERTH);Unamon Creek on road
to Pago Mission,26 June1994,A. Lowrie 1023 (DNA, MEL, PERTH);Pago Missionruins,26 June 1994,
A. Lowrie 1024(DNA, MEL,PERTH);headwatersofthe Hann River, MtElizabeth, l4 lune1995, A. Lowrie
1304 (DNA, MEL, PERTH); Creek crossing at 16" 3' 46" S, 125'23' 38" E, on roadto Beverley Springs
from Bachsten Creek,2 Aug. 1996, A. Lowrie 1523 (DNA, MEL, PERTH); first creek crossing N of
Honeymoon Beach turn offon Kalumburu-Pago road,4 July 1997 ,A. Lowrie 1769 & 1770 (DNA, MEL,
PERTH);Noseda Creek, E end ofNapier Broome Bay,28 Mar.1993, A. A. Mitchell 2971 (PERTH,

BROOME).

Distribution. Drosera paradoxa is widely distributed from the west and north coasts ofthe Kimberley
inland to Beverley Springs in Westem Australia and eastwards to Amhem Land and Kakadu National
Park in theNorthern Teritory.

Hctbitctt. Drosera paradoxa grows in skeletal sandy soils over sandstone pavement on the banks as
wellasin the beds ofseasonally dry creeks;inthe cracks of sandstone pavements as well as amongst
sandstone boulders. The habitats of D. paradoxa are commonly covered with a considerable depth
offast-flowing water in March-April during the wet season.
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Flowering Period. July-September (during the dry season).
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Conservation status. Drosera paradoxa is a common species in Westem Australia and the Northern
Tenitory and is cunently not under threat.

Etymologt. Theeplthet,paradoxa fromtheGreek- p arqdoxos, refelstolhis species complicated and
secretive growth cycle which was only revealed after extensive studies on many occasions in the field,
oftenunderdifficult, dangerous anduncomfortable circumstances in both thewetand dry seasons from
1993-t99'7.

Afiinities.'fhe closest relative to Drosera paradoxQ appears to be D. petiolaris R. Br. whose
distinguishing characters are given in parenthesis. D. paradoxa is distinguished by having an erect
woody stem upto 30 cm tallwith a solitary terminal leafyrosette (clump-formingperennial stockgiving
riseto one or more leaffrosettes) bearing leaveswith extemelynanowpetioles 0.2-0.4 mm wide in the
centre (0.4-0.8 mm wide in the cenhe); old leaves below the terminal rosette soon caducous (basal
portions of spent leaves persisting); and inflorescence 50-7O-flowered or more, crowded, up to
40cm long including the scape (inflorescence I0-25-flowered, not crowded, up to 20 cm long including
the scape).

Noles. The early field observations ofD/osera paradoxa presented a paradox . D, paradoxaappeared

to be an annual after seedling populations were obseryed at a number oflocations where mature plants

had occurred the previous season; habitats were found where only very tall woody-stemmed flowering
specimens were present; and at other locations rosetted plants without woody stems occurred. It was

only aftermany field observationsthatthese various forms ofD. paradoxo wereshown tobe only stages

ofits perennial growth cycle.

ln an exceptionally good wet seasonthe h abitats of Droserapqradoxa canbe scoured free ofmost

vegetation. I observed the results ofan event such as this at the King Edward River crossing in the
Kimberley region in July 1997. Atthis location the entire population of D. paradoxa (A. Lowrie 993)
which I had studied each year between 1994-1996hadbeen washedawayby floodwaters. Observations
however, showed that the renewal ofthis population had already begun with the discovery ofmany
D. paradoxa seedlings I -2 cm in diam. on the bare soil oftheriver's floodwaymargins. Clearly it is only
specirnens securely anchored to the soil against the ravages of fast flowing flood waters over many
wet seasons that produce tall erect woody stems.

A possible new species with an erect growth habit similar to that ofDros era paradoxa has recently

been discovered in aremote region of the Kimberley. This newtaxon differsfrom D. paradoxa by only
attaining aheightofc. 5 cm, its fewer, shorter leaves and itsmetalic-orange flowers. Furtherexamination
ofthis taxon in the field as well as cultivation is needed to determine whether it warrants specific status.
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