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that would partially bridge this apparcnl gap bctween the new and old species. Both Brqch!lomq

])reissii and BrochylctnLo contolor appear to contain scveral entit ies that require further investigation

but are cuffently known fforn vcry Iitt lc material. These include a small leaved variant Sondcr ( 1845 )

described as BrachyLonn ltreis.tii var. brevifulium Sond. More collections arc needed to lu her

e luc iL la tc  lhc  l ! \ , ,norn)  u l  th i \  .u lnn lc \  'pcc ie r  g roup.

Table l. Characters distinguishing westeln Australian species of Brach))loma'

Character R. rtguba B, preissi B. concolor

leaf
lcngth (mn)
width (mm)
petiolc length (rnm)

scction
apex

flower
pediccl length (mm)

scpal length (mm)

style lcngth (rnn)

hypogyrlous 0lsc
()vary locules

2.0-3.0
0 . 9  1 . 0
0.4-0.6
rcv0lutc
acu tc  ap l cu la te

{ ) .2  0.3
0.5,1 .0
0.2 0.25
l r unc t t c

3 , 4

8.0 17.0
3.0 4.0
1 . 0 - r . 6
Ilat c(}nvex
rcute-apiculate

1 . 5  2 . 0
1.0-3.5
1.5-2.0
shallowly 5-lobcd
4 , 5

5.0-  l  3 .0
2.5 4.0
0 . 5  1 . 0
flat-cencave
apiculate

L0- 1 .5
1 . 0 - 1 . 5
1 . 0  1 . 5
prominently 5-lobed
5

Key to Wcstem Australian spccies of Bruchylona

L Lcaves concave, cclncolorous.Sty lc  1 .5 -2 . ( )  mm long.  D isc

prornincnLly 5-lobcd B, concolor

l Lcaves [1at to rcvolute, discolorous Slyle 0.2-l 5 mm long. Disc

shallowly 5-lobsd to truncltc

2. Leaves usually 8-17 x 3-zl tnnr. Slylc l-1.5 mm long Disc shallowly

5 - I o b c c i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. preissii

2. Lcavcs usurlly 2-3 x r'. 0.9 trtn Slyle 0.2 0 25 mm long Disc lruncate "" 8' nguba

13rachyloma nguba Cranlicld, . l7. notr.

Brachyktmi pr?i-t-t it simil is sed loli js rninoribus ad margines recurvis, stylo c 025 rnm

(v. I-l.5 mrn) brevivorc clit lcrt.

?)par: 50 krn erst norlh-east ol Hyden (.32' 21' 45" , I l9' 23' 29"), Wcstern Australia, 7 April 1997,

R..1. CrqnliekL l l l} l (hokt: PERTH 04671724; lso: CANB)

shrabto40crnhigh. B,z/r.ft1ct.r hispid. L.,.rve.r allcrnatc, terminally clustered on sholt branchlets,

crcct: petiolc 0.4-0.6 x 0. I 0.2 m m, hispid; larnina narrowly cll iptic, 2 0-3 0 x 0.9- I O mm, sparsely

scabrit l adaxil l ly, hispid ablxially, with numerous prominent vcins; margins recurvcdi apex acute

with a shoft 111r'c.a. lnllorcsceti.c ol solitr iry axil lary flowers in terminal lcaf clusters. Pedicels

0.2 0.3 rnrn long; bractcolcs 3, scssilc, irnbricatc,0.5 I mm long' margin fringed, apox acute; bracts
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Other specimens exanlrzed. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 39 km E of Pingaring,May 1969,A.5. George
9339 (PERTH); 64 km E of Hyden, June 1966, Sruith & Ke.rsell 1 1 (PERTH).

Distribution. Endemic to the Roe Botanical District in the South West Botanical Proyince of Westem
Australia. This species is known from three collections, two from the type area and the remaining one
from Pingaring, all locations being within the eastern wheatbelt. (Figure 2)

HabitaL Open mallee woodland-mallee scrub over white to brown sandy clay.

Floweing time. April to May.

Conserrqtion stqtus. CALM Conservation Code for Western Australian Flora: Priodty One. This
species is known from three collections, two from the type area and the third from Pingaring.

Etytnology. The specific epithet is from the Nyoongar aboriginal word ngaba for blood, referring to
the small bright red flowers (Bindon & Chadwick 1992).

Notes. Brachyloma nguba is rclated to Brachyloma preissii, differing in having many leafand floral
characters greatly reduced in size, particularly style length, and in its truncate disc.
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Figure 2. Distribution of BruchJlatnd nguba.
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