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?y7:zs:300mnorth-wcstofBellsPit,WoodieWoodiefmine],OakoverRiverCatchment,no h-east

Pilbara, Western Austrrl ia, early August 1996, A.S Weston 968 1 (lrolo: PERTH 04656148; iso:

CANB, K,MEL, US)

Erect slrrub 0.3- 1n, all par.ts glabrous, leaves and stems glaucous. Le4v€s alternate, sessile, broadly

ell iptic to subcircular, T.8 4l rnm long,8-36 mm widc; base auriculate; apex apiculate;malgin entire.

Inflorescence an elongatc raceme, insertcd terminally on the branches. sepal,r 4, narrowly ovate to

ell iptic or oblong ell iptic, morc or less concave and shallowly hooded distally, 5.26 mm long,

1 .9-2.7 mm wide. Petals 4, proximal c. two-thirds pseudotubular (margins strongly to (rarely) weakly

inrolled, cucullate at the basc), distal c. one third flat and ovate to Iounded-tdangular, entile petal mole

or less rhomboid when flattened out, 6.5 -7 .2mmlon$2.7 3.5 mm wide, white. slamens 6; f i laments

l inear ,5 .7  6  mm long;  an thers  e l l ip t i c  to  ob long e l l ip t i c ,  1 .7 - l .8mmlong Sry le32 3  9mmlong,

markedly exsert in fruit, stigna small, subcapitate. Pedicels spreading in mature fruit; straight to

slightly recurved,6.5 7.5 mrn long. Sll lcala ell iptic to broadly ell iptic' 7.7 8 3 mm long,5 5 6 mm

broad, winged, the wings obtusc to more or less acuts, forming a notch c. l/8-1/10 ofthe length of the

sil icula; gynophore hardly developed. Seed more or less ell iptic, 3-3.5 mm long, 17 20mmwide,

red-brown, smooth, strongly mucose; cotylcdons incumbent. (Figure 1A-C)

Figlfe l.Iipidiun anetun. A. bfanchlcti B -fruit; C- seed L cataPycnon D - fruit; E seed L rybdes

F-_ f*irr d _ secd. Drawn from D.r!/r 98 (A C), Sr.rrl & Nk:halson 15/10/85-4 (D, E) and Mir.*zlt 811 (F, G).
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and occasional plants ofthis species may also be hairy. Lepidium amelumand L. pedicellosum are also

allied to L. stronglophyllumF. Muell. ex Benth., from cenkal and eastern Australia.

Whlle L. amelum, L. pedicellosum antJ L. strongLophyllum are similar in their overall morphology,

I have elected to recognize all three as distinct species. No intergradation has been observed on

herbariurn material, and no intermediatc plants are known in the field. A11 three taxa also occupy
discrete geographical rangcs. Treating L. amelum as a stbspecies of L. pedicellostz is not realistic,

as the distinctions between these taxa are of the same magnitude as the differences between

L. pedicellosum ancJ L. stronglophyllum. Reducing both l. am elum and L. pedicellos&t?x to subspecies

of L. stronglophyLlura would also appcar to serve little purpose.

Lepidium pedicellosu,r has been treated as conspecific with L. stronglophyllum by some authors

in the past (e.g. Mucll l:r 1883). Howevcr, as demonstrated by Carolin & Hewson (1981) andHewson
(1982a, b), the two specics can readily bc soparated by petal morphology and width. Petals in
L. pedicellosum are identical in morphology to thost. of L. amelum (see description above), and are

2.5-3.6 mm wide, while L. strongktphyllaru has more or less flat (i.e. not pseudotubular) petals (see

Carolin & Hewson l98l,Hewson 1982a, b) which are 1.2-1.7 mm wide. Notc that measuroments
presented hcre are taken from reconstituted pctals flattened out to their tull width, and differ slightly
from those cited in earlier publications (it should also be noted that the descriptions of L. pedicelLosum

presented by Carolin & Hewson (1981) and Hewson (1982a, b) do not encompass any elements of
L. amelum). As well as diflerences in petal ch^racterc, L. pedicellosu,'tl is sometimes hairy, whereas

L. stronglophy[[um (ard L. aneLum) Ne always glabrous.

Lepidiuu amelumhas bccn referred to as Lepidium sp.T anglinHtll (K. R. Newbey 10501) at PERTH

and bv Anon. ( 1996).

Fruit and seed descriptions

Lepidium catapyctlon and L. xylod.es are two rare, poorly known taxa from the Eremaean Botanical

Proyince (cf, Beard 1980) of Western Australia. Fruit and seed of both taxa were unknown at the time
of Hewson's ( 1982a, b) t l eatnenls of the genus, but mature fruit ing material of both taxa has sincs

become available, allowing descriptions of the fruits and seeds to be made.

Lepidium catapycnon Hewson

Style 2.O-2.5 mnlong, markcdly exsert in fruit; stigma small, subcapitate. Sillcala broadly elliptic

to subcircular, 5.0-5.5 mm long,4.0-4.5 rnm broad, winged, sparsely papil lose, especially on the
wings; wings obtuse to morc or less acute, forming a notch c.1/8 the length ofthe sil icula; gynophore

haldly developed. Seel more or lcss cll iptic 2.3-2.6 mrn long, 2.0-2.5 mm broad, red-brown, smooth,

strongly mucose; cotylcdons jncumbcnt. (Figure lD, E)

Specimens examined. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Near Wittenoom fprecise locality withheld due to
conservation rcasonsl, l-5 Oct. 1985, A.N. Sturt & C.J. NichoLson CJN 15/10/1985-2, A.N. Stqrt &

C.J. Nicholson CIN l5l l0/ 1985-,1 (both Karratha. PERTH); Near Newman [precise locality withheld

due to conservation rcasonsl, Jan. 199'7,M. Maiers.n. (PERTH).

Conservation status. CALM Conservation Codes tbr the Western Australian Flora: Declared Rare.
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