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Phenology. Flowers and t iui ts recorded July to August.

N,y/r td Vol .  12.  No 2 (1908)

Consen qtion stqtu.i. CALM Conservation Codes lbr Western Australian Flora:Priority Two. Known
from thrce localities in Western Australia and two in Northern Territory. This speoies has a fairly wide
rangc ofovcr 600 km in a remote arca whcrc thcrc is l i tt le botanical colle'crJng, so may occur ct many
more localions than arc prcscntly known. It was reportgd to be rars af one of the Northern Territory
locations but there is no indication of population size for any oI the Western Australian specimcns.

Note.r. Isotypcs oi P ityrotlia chorisepala are citcd (Munir 1979: 63) for AD, CANB, NT and PERTH
but no specimen has been lodged in the type collection at PERTH to datc. Munir based his description
of Pityrodia chorisepala on two specimens from Northcrn Territory and that of P. ovdta on a singlc
collection from Western Australia. Two additional specimens collected fron wcst and east ofEdgar
Range were seen later by Munir, who annotated the western one as P. chorisepala and. the castern one
rs P. orata in 1980. It rvas cvidcnt ftom thcsc cxtra colleotions that both taxa occurred in Western
Australia and that their geographic ranges overlapped.

Munir (1979: 120) indicatcd rha| Pityrodiq oyqtq. was very similar to P. chorisepalabut differet)
in "its leaves being honey conbed underneath, not contractcd at the base, covered all over with shod
gland-tipped hairs; leaves and inflorescence lax, not crowded towards the apex;pediccl short, :t I mn
long; calyx-lobcs obtusc with roundcd tip". Thc only consistent difference [ound in the current study
was that all the leaves ofspecimens irnnotated by Munir as P. oyalc have an indumentum predominantly
of short simple gl andular hairs, with non glandulal dcndrit ic haim restricted to the veins and margins,
whereas in specimens aDnotated as P. chorisepala oniy the upper 'floral' leaves have this type of
indumenturn and thc lower leaves are densely covered throughout by non-glandular dendrit ic hairs.
Consequently the Ieaves o f P. olata spec imens lcnd to show the veins more clearly on the undersurface.
Both groups of spccimcns have leaves contracted i lt the base into a very shofi petiole, both have the
calyx Iobes varying from oblusc to acutc, and thcrc is no dil ' ference between lhem in the degree oflaxity
ofthe leaves and inflorescences. The single character dil lerence of leaf indumentum is not sufficient
l o  m l r n l l i n  r h c  t \  o  r J x i r  l s  d i s t i r r c r  s p c c i c s .

Pityrodia chorisepala is choscn here, in prefcrence to P. ovald as the name for this species, partly
bccause it has bccn morc widcly uscd and partly because it appcars to be a more suitable namc. One
of the specimens (K F. Kenneally 5560) has lhe lcaves mostly obovatc rather than ovate, so use of the
epithet owld could bc nisleacling.

Although the corolla appcars glabrous outside, all specimens have a few nrinute simple glandular
hairs on tlrc lobcs. Flowcl colour is recorded for one of the specirnens (K F. Kenneally 5560) as "white

with rcd spols in throat", while two other records only l lrention the white colour.

Pityrodia glutinosa Munir (Munir 1979: 84-86). lype: About l75 krn north of Ceraldton, Western
Australia, 2 October' 1966, E.A. S/rau, 608 (ftolo. AD, r. r., i l lustration seen; rso: PERTH 01608320).

Pityroditt glubraMunir (Munir 1979: 5 l-54). Type. 7 rniles [1 1 km] alongTamalaroad from Hamelin-
Denhirrn rord. Wcstcrn Australia, 26 August 1969, A.S. George 9561 (/rolo: PERTH 00999725; iso:
AD. n.v. ).
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