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LI abitat. North ol the Murchison River A. hopperiana glows in yellow or reddish sand on plains or
in the swales between sanddunes; around Coorow it occurs in yellow sand, and at Buntine Rock itgrows
in gritty loam on the soil apron thzrt liingcs tlle rock.

Phenology. Flowering specimens havebccn collected from lateJulyto September. Pods with mature
seeds havc been collected fion mid November to mid-Dccsmber.

Conservation stcttus. Not under threitt.

Etymology. This attractive new specics is namecl for Stephen D. Hopper, ChiefExecutive OtTicer of
Kings Park and Botanic Garden zrnd, moro in]poftantly, my respected colleague whose scientif ic
research over thc past more thrn 20 ycars has contributed so rnuch to tho undcrstanding ofthc Western
Australia tlora.

AJlinities. Acacia hopperiana is it rncmbct of Acacia sectiQn JuLiflorae. lt is closely related to
A. isoneuraMaslin & A.ll. Chaprnan (Maslin & Chaplnan I 999) and carc is nccdcd not to confuse tl le

two. Charactcrs shared by thcsc two spccics includc thcir scriceous, f inely ribbed branchlets; long,

tcretc, tnulti-ncrvcd phyllodes (nct ves t bload and ol unilbrm width and prominence); axil lary spikes

on very short pcdu nc los; 4-rnerous l lowors witlr a gatroscpalous calyx;and long, narrow, tlt in-textured
pods with t obsculcly mottlocl scods. Acacia iso euru is rnost reliably distinguishcd from

A. hopperianaby i ls l l-ncrvcd phylloclcs with thg (obsoure) gland situatcd 0 3 mm abovc thc pulvinus,

reddish brown pods and cll ipsoid to obloicl-cll ipsoicl sccds (ncver discoid). The rnost reliable way ol'
counting norvc nurnbors rccurlrtcly is to scction tltc phyllodc and obscrvc tho cut cnds at x l0 mag. or
highcr. In both spccics thc glancls arc vcl'y obscufo but thcir position is gcnerally indicated by a slight

swcll ing ol'thc phyllodo larnina aboul the glrnd. Bttth A. hoppariuna and A. isoneura subsp. nimia

occur near Buntinc, but thoy lppcar Dot to bc synrpotric; in addition to thc ohafaolcrs notcd abovs

subsp. nimiu is clistinguishod fuin A. lnpperiuna by its csscntially cpulvinatc phyllodcs

Variqtion. On plants occulring north ol Gcralclton thc seeds arc clcarly disooid wi(h the aril readily

detaching from tho socd. On plrnts soulh ol Coralclton, ltowcvcl, the seeds arc obloid-ell ipsoid and

thc aril docs not so rcadily dctaoh.

Nole. Mosl duplicatcs ol'this specics wcrc dispatchcd by PERTH sonc ycars ago, idcnlif icd as

A. ison.eura subsp. n inria Maslin & A.R. Chlpman.
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