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2. Apices of sepals appressed to petals. (Leonora to Laverton) ................. subsp. chloroxanthus

1. Lsaves widely spreading to patentl sepals not petaloid,
blue or pale blue or green

4. Leaves conduplicate, curved. (Leonora to Norseman) ................................ subsp. curvifolius

4. Leaves flat, not curved. (Widespread) ...............,.......... subsp. f loribundus

Hybanthus floribundus subsp. chloroxanthus E.M. Bennett, subsp. nov

Folia ovata, chloroxantha, l0-l2mm longa,2 3 n-tm lata, basibus ad caulem 1 adpressis. Flores
in dichasiis vel racemis dispositi, albi. Petalum anticum manileste calcaratum, 7 mm longum, album;
petala lateralia alba venis atroviolaceis.

Iylrrs. loose colluvium, lateritic boulders and rubble oyer serpentinite, 2 km east of Hage Bore,
Yundamindra Station, 6785131N, 4204138, 1 August 1997, E.M. Benneu & D. Bright Euc1810
(lrolor PERTH 05395771', iso: CANB, K, MEL, PERTH 05395798).

leayes conduplicate, ovate l0- l2 mm long, 2-3 mm wide, greenish-yellow, leaf bases appressed
to the stem. Flowers in dichasia or raceme, white. Anterior petal 7 mm long, white; inner petals wltite
occasionally with bh.re-mauve veining. (Figure t)

Other specinens exaruincd. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Yundanrindra Station, 6784791N, 420617E,
Oct.1997, E.M. Bennctt & C. HardingHlO02 (PERTH); Yundamindra Station, 6785131N,420413E,
Ocl1997, E.M. Bennett & C. HardingHl003 (PERTH); Yundramindra Station,6784663N,42l 1948,
Oct. 1997 , E.M. Bennett & C. Harding (PERTH); Glenorn Station, 6795507N, 481 324E, Oct. 1997,
E.M. Bennett & C. Harding HfO12 (PERTH); Glenorn Station, 6796650N, 3819018, Oct. 1997,
E.M. Bennett & C. Harding HIol5 (PERTH); Minara Station, 6797350N, 382300E, OcL.l99'1,
E.M. Bennett & C. Harding Hf007 (PERTH),

Distribulion. East 01-Leonora and west of Laverton typically associated wrth Hetnigenia cxil is.
However, other pop ulations of Hemigenia exllis have been recorded nofth ofLeonom so further surveys
in these areas could possibly extend the known distribution of Hybanthus floribundus subsp.
chlorox.uthus.

Habrar. This subspecies appears to be restricted to consolidated lateritic caprock whcre the underlying
bedrockis ultramafic. The soil surface is characterized by dark red-brown, iron oxide rich, consolidated
laterites and ferricretes distribution. The subspecies also occurs on drainage lines where the top surface
has eroded away exposing the ultramafic rock.

It occurs in Very Open Low Woodland of Acecia species, the dominant species trcing Acacia
aneura, Acacia ramulosa and Acacia tetragonophylLa with EremophiLa oppositifulia and Ptil.otus
obovatus.

Phenology. Flowering recorded Augustto Septemberand atsome sites in October. Seedsmaturefrom
October to November.
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Table l. Comparisonbetween Hybanthus floribundus subsp. curvtfulius and Hybanthus floribunclus
subsp. chloroxanlhus

subsp. curvifolius subsp. chloroxanthus

leaf ori€ntation and density

leafl€ngth (run)

leaf width (mm)

leaf colour

inflorescence

flower colour

length ofanterior petal (mm)

upper surfac€ ofanterior petal

soil

distribution

t patent, no overlap
with leaves above

t6  20

1.5-2

green

3 or 4 flowers, racemose

blue or pale blue
with distinct blue l ines

5-6

flat to Y-shaped

consolidated laterite
and ferricrete

Leonora to No6eman

t antolse, a overlap
leaves above

r0  t2

greenish-yellow

>5 flowers, dichasial or
occasionally racemose

white, occasionally sepals
with blue l ines

7-8
margin t recurved

creek banks, usually
rocky, neYer sandy

Leonora to Laverton

Discussion. The two subspecies appear to be similar but are readily distinguished in the field. On
Yundamindra Station a t'ew plants of Hybanthus floribundus subsp. curviJbLius were observed
along broad creeks where they were associated with Acacia acuminata subsp, brr.kirlii. From the
collections made so far it would appear that Hybanthus floribundus subsp. chLoroxanthus is
commonly associated with, or adjacent to, populations of Heaigenia e.rills. Additional surveys
should be unde(aken to determine the full distribution of this new subspecies and to reassess its
conservatlon status.
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