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(6)8-12 flowers (up to 5 male, the remainder bisexual), glabrous. Bracts 8-10, linear, usually sparsely
hairy, c. 2 mm long, green with a red point. Ped.icels c.0.5 mm long. Flowers white, c.2 mm long.
Petals enti'e, white, c. 1 mm long, the end inflexed, midrib prominent. Stamens c.3 mm long, each
with a pinkish anther c. 1 mm long. Frair sparsely hairy, c. 3 mm long. (Figure l)

Otherspecimens exan lned. WESTERN AUSTRALIA: pingerup Rd,29 km E ofMtChudalup, 15 Dec.
1994,A.R. Annels & R.W. Hearn5200 (PERTH);34.07'S, 115"18'E, l6 Nov. 1992,A.R. Annels2982
(PERTH);Weld River Swamp, l6kmS of ShannonMill, Dec.t957,D. Churchills. n. (pERTH);South
NorthcliffeTrackto GardnerRiver, 19 M ar. 196l,A.s. George 2337 (pERTH);Northclilfe Forestpark,
28 Dec. 1990, L. Graham 600 (PERTH); Bow River, 3 D ec. 1913, S.IV. Jacksan s.n. (NSW, CANB);
Walpole,25 Jan. 1947,MrsM. Johnson (PERTH);Yelverton State Foresr, l9 1ar^.1990,G.J. Keighery
12210 (PERTH), Big Brook, Pemberton, Westem Australia, Jat 1922, M. Koch 2613 (NSW, MEL);
Broke Inlet, 27 Jan. 1990, G. Wardell-lohnson 1061 (PERTH); Walpole-Nornalup National park,
27 lan. 1993, J.R. Wheeler3199 (PERTH); Scoft River Rd, E tVrfwer 550 (CANB).

Distribution'Indisqete populations between Augustaand Walpole with an outlier in Yelverton Forest,
north-east of Margaret River.

Habitat. Occursinfresh, usuallypermanent swamps under de nse coy er of Homalospermumfirmumand
Agonis linearifolia, or Reedia spathacea or rarely seepages with Juncus /<rarssll rushes. often
associated with the other endemics of this habitat, cephalotus folLicularis, cosmelia rubra, Reedia
spathac ea and H omalos pe rmum fi rmum.

FLowering period.usually flowers in summer (Decemberto March). Flowering is notenhancedby fire.

Conservation status. Represented in seveml conseryation reserves and State forest blocks. R€stricted
in range but not considered to be at risk.

Etymology. Named after the slender lax flowering branches.

Affinities. Relatedto Actinotus omnifertllls (F. Muell.) Benth., which is a shortlived post-fire perennial
herb that lacks the extensive rhizome of this new species. Actinotus Laxusisreadily distinguished from
all other members ofthe genus by its long slender lax flowering branches, which are supported by the
sunounding vegetation, and its very small inflorescences. Flowering in Actinotus ldr&s does not
appear to be enhanced by fire as it is in A. omnifertilis.

Actinotus whicheranus G.J. Keighery sp. nor.

Frutex e basi lignosa ramosae caulis florifer ad singulus 40 cm. altum erectus. Folia altema,
puberula, discoloria, divisa. Inflorescentia 15-35 mm. lata. Flores albi.

Typus: Sabina Rd, Whicher Range, south of Busselton, Western Australia, 19 December 1991.
G.J. Keighery 12394 (holo: PERTH 03415384; rsor MEL, CANB, SYD)

Erect slenderJrr-slru, from a short woody above ground stem;erect flowering branches to 40 cm
tall. Stems slender, pubescent when young, becoming glabrous with age. Leares alternate, pubescent
when young, petiole 25-55 mm long;lamina with three to fourprimary lobes and with secondary lobes,
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Figurc 2, Actinotus whichercnus. A - whole plant, scale bar = 1cm, B - leal C- inflorescence, D-male flower,
E - bisexual flower. Scale bar for B-E = I mm. Drawn ftom G.J. Keiphen 12394.
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