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This species is a drought-resistant poisonous succulent capable of rapid spread as it produces

abundant seed and also reproduces vegetatively through epiphyllous buds on the leaf malgins. It

appears to have been introduced relatively recently as it was not leported from either island in

biological surveys carried out approximately 20 years ago, although weed species may not have been

fully recorded then.

The species appears to be replacing the natural low shrublands present on the islands, probably

aided by natural disturbance by nesting seabirds thatkill plants and enrich the soil through theil guano

and nests. This allows the weed to build up dense stands that halt the natural cycle ofregeneration after

the bird colony has moved on. The poisonous nature ofthe plant limits pledation by native herbivores

and could be a serious problem on nearby islands with rare Tammar Wallaby populations ifthe weed

sDreads there.

R€commendations

Hand pulling is the recommended method of contol for this species However, care must be taken

to ensure the whole plant is removed as vegetative material (especially leaves) can re-establish. Plants

should be bagged for removal orbumt on site. Chemical control using 2,4-D (0.27o at flowering time)

has been recommended in the past, but cunently AF-300-acid is used (Kleinschmidt l99l)

Bryophy un delagoense is a significant weed of coastal areas and offshore islands in Eastern

Austlaliaandhas the potential to become amajorweedin similarhabitats ofWestem Australia. Because

of the increasing usage ofthe Abrolhos Islands by tourists, there is ample opportunity for this species

to spreadmore widelyon theislands andpossibly alsoto themainland. Eradication of the still localized

infestations of this species is possible and highly desirable and is an aim of the management plan for

the Abrolhos Islands currently being prepared

Acknowledgements

Access to the Abrolhos Islands was greatly facilitated by the Westem Australian Fisheries

Departrnent.

Referenc€s

Armstrong, T. & Swarbrick, J.T. (1983). Weeds of Australia, ?: Crassulaceae - the mothers of millions Australian Weeds

2t 146-148.

Batianoff, G.N. & Frank, A.J. (199?). Invasion of sandy beachfronls by ornamental plant species in Queensland Pld[l

Protection Quarterl, 12: 180-186.

Batianoff, c.N. & Franks, A.J. (1998). Weed invasion of the tropical Mackay coast, Queensland, Australia. Plarl

Protection QuofierlJ 13: 123-130

Harden, G.J. (ed.) (1990). ,,Flora of New south wales." vol. l. (university of New south wales Press: Kensington,)

Henderson. R.J.F. (ed.) (1997) "Queensland plants - names and distribotion." (Queensland Herbarium, Queensland
Department of Environment, Indoorcopilly)

Hnatiuk, R.J. (ed) (1990). ,.C€nsus of Australian vascolar plants." (Australian Flora and Fauna Senes no. 11, Australian

Government Pubtishing Service: Canbera )



'9909 erIE.UsnV uralseid
'oorauwl['I gxog Od 'e$ueJqcrueseueJIIpIi[lueureBEUEI lpIIE Ipu? uoF?^resuo3Joluou$€dao

,(JeqE!a)I'f'C puo,{e rEII'l l'f 'uBur8uol'tr41:a

('ausqsg{ :saFsnpul ,{Jsurlu Jo luetrtuedec puElsuoono) upo puz .. spto^t uEqlnqns,, (1661) 'g'H 'lpFrqtsubD{

(qred i$oue8eu?I^l pus'I pus uopvN.suoC Jo luouusdeq) ,,(s.dscsg uoprPg pu€ suo€au VN-SI,
uI uolnqulslp Supnldrl) €IlBDsnV u.lso^\ Jo slIlBId lBtn ss^ peslprnEN aq 1o ls114cei1p V,, (666I) fC "{leq8pX

(eueqsFg :eueqsFg Jo ,&.pos peeA) 'lLl-Lgl'dd .. ecuo$iuoC sPeoli ueIIDrsnV

qlol eqr Jo s8ulpeeco.td,, .t{'spuals! eroqsJJo lseoc lso/!\ s.EIPrsnV ue$e^\ Jo speo^\ (966I) I9'/fi0q8!a)

VA\ roJ poe,{\ ̂e\ e 'esa?o3opp unn(Udotug ',OeqBpX SerD pua ,(e.rPH q[pnl 'usuduo'I EPUS 




