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Taxonomic treatment

Isotropis cuneifolia subsp. glabra Keighery, subsp. nov.

Differt a Isotropis cuneifoliea sttbsp. cuneifuliea foliis et ramulis omnino glabris'

Typus: G\ng\n business road, 6 km south of Gingin, Westem Australia, 16 September 1987'

G.J. Keilhery 9242 (iolo; PERTH 02869365; iso: CANB).

A clonal soft-wood ed shrub, to 20 cm tall and 2 m across, dying back to the underground stem in

summer, and resprouting in winter. s/em above ground 2-3 mm wide, glabrous, basal third tinged

red, upper shining g reet. Basal leaves sessile (or gradually tapering into a petiole), trident-shaped,

dirtin"tly 2-tob"d when mature, 7G88 mrn long, 8-9 mm acloss sinus, green, shining, glabrous'

stiputes 17 '--23 mmlong, green, glabrous , PedicelsS0-98nmlong, glabrous. Bracteolesimrnedlately

beiow calyx,linear, brown. Caly.rbrown, glabrous,lobes 11-13 mmlong,lowerlobes obovate-acute'

upperlobes two-lob ed. standard 26-28 mm wide, eye yellow, surrounded by a red coronathen yellow

aroundmargins, reversered. wings 14-17 mmlong, red. Keelredto almostblack. ovarygreen, densely

hairy. lzgumerccvved, cylindrical,23-30mrnlong, nanowedatbaseinto a stipe5-8 mmlong, brown'

with scattered appressed hairs. Seeds reniform, c. 1 mm wide, brown, surface with an open reticulate

pattem, (Figure l)

Specimens examined. WESTERN AUSTMLIA: Gingin, W.E Blackall 2962 (PERTH); Gingin'

i9 Aug.1924, Carne &Gardner s'n (PERTH);45 mile peg [72km] onGinginroad,H' Demarz3928
(PERTH, KPBG); Cowalla Rd, 8 miles [13 km] N of Gingin to Guilderton road, 8 Dec. 1965'

A.S. George s.n. (PERTH); Yurine Swamp Nature Reserve, G.J. Keighery 14976 (PE'RTH); E ofLake

Bambun Reserve, 20 Nov. 1991, B.'/. Keigiery s.n. (PERTH).

Distribution and harit4t. Known flom the eastern side ofthe Swan Coastal Plain, extending about

20 km north and south of Gingin, which is 80 km north of Perth. Grows undet Casuarina obesa or

Eucalyptus rudis \ow woodland on winter-wet flats, usually in Ied clay or ironstone or sandy clay over

ironstone. Like other members of this species, plants die down to a pelsistent lootstock over sunmel.

New stems are produced after tle first rains in autumn or winter.

Flowering period. August to October.

Conseryation stqtus. CALM Conservation Codes for Westem Australian Flola: Priority Two. One

small population is known within a conservation reserve. other populations are also small.

Nores. This subspecies differs from all other variants of Isotopis cuneifulia in being completely

glabrous, and in the long, thin shining green leaves. It is sepafated ecologically from the typical

iubspecies which grows on well drained sites on the Swan Coastal Plain and adjacent Daling Range.

There are three other potential subspecific taxa in the species, occurring between Geraldton and Shark

Bay, in the southern wheatbelt and along the south coast.
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