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Taxonomy

Key to the sp€cies of Chamaescilh

1, Leaves spirally twisted, usually closely appressed to soil.......................".'. ' '...... ...... C' spiralis

1. Leaves not spirally twisted, usually erect and spreading

2. Each shoot (ramet) with 1 or 2 leaves. Flowers deep blue ....".............." .......... C. versicolor

2. Each shoot with 5-15 leaves. Flowers pale blue

3. Inflorescence conic-paniculate, of more than 20 flowers ........ C. gibsonii

3. Inflorescence corymbose-paniculate, of less than 20 flowers ......................" . C. corymbosa

Chamaescilla gibsonii Keighery, sp. nov,

Differl a Chamaescilla spirali floibns pallide caeruleis, foliis erectis non spiraliter contortis.

fyprsr Waterloo, 33"20'5, 115'45'E, Westem Australia, 20 September 1983, G.J. Keighery 6831
(lrolo.' PERTH 01967 029).

Tuberous rhizomatous &erb, forming dense clumps of5-12 ramets Zrreru numerous, 12-30 mm
long, c.4mmwide, white. l*aves 15-22per shoot, erect or spreading; sheath hyaline,30-35 rnrn long,
forming a dense hair-like covering of the rhizome after leaf death; lamina linear-lanceolate, 40-120
mm long, 2-3 mm wide, pale green, not discolorous. Inflorescence a dense thyrsoid panicle, 12-26
flowered; scape erect, glabrous, 200-300 mm lortg, Pedicels subtended by 1 or 2 small ovate to
triangular bracts. Perianth segments spreading, equal, obovate, 6-8 rm long, pale blue, prominently
3-nerved. Stamens shorterthanperian0r segments, antherbright yellow. Capsuleobcordate,T-l2mn
long, the lobes laterally compressed. (Figure l)

Selected specimens emmined (l2seen, all PERTH). WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 1 mile [ 1.6 km] S of
Mogumber siding, 25 Sep. 1965, A.S. George 6839;Watedoo, 20 Oct. 1983, G J. Keighery 6837;
Symmonds Block, Tuart forest, SW ofludlow (33'37'30" S, 115"21'42"8),15Sep.1994,G.J. Keighery
13582; Kooljenemrp naturereserve, SWof Pinjana,20 Sep. 1995,G.J' Keighery | 42l6;Capel,24 Sep.
1948, R.D. Royce 2688; Muchea, Oct. 1928, H. Steefunan s.n.

Distribution. Recorded tiom Mogumber to Busselton on the Swan Coastal Plain.

Habitat and. phenology. Occurs in fresh water claypans (vemal pools) usually vtdet Mehleuca
lateritia or Melaleuca viminea shrubland. Like other members of this genus, plants die down to a
persistent rootstock over summet. Resprouting occurs after the claypans begin to flood after the heavy
winter rains. Flowering occurs when the pans are beginning to dry in spring, but still contain standing
water, from September to October. Mature fruits and seeds are found in December.

Conservation status. CALM Conservation Codes for Westem Australian Flora: Priority Three. On
the Swan Coastal Plain this species has been recorded from five actual orproposed reserves (Keighery

1999). Although the species is widespread and present in several conservation reserves, mostofthese
populations are small and under a variety of threats.
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Conseruqtion Statur This widespread taxon is not considered to be at risk.

Noler. This species w astreated as c. corymbosav ar.latifoliaby Henderson (1987). However, atTalbot

Road Reserve on the eastem side of the Swan Coastal Plain, where both taxa have been Iecorded
(Keighery & Keighery 1993), they coexist without any intergradation. Chamaescilla corymbosa

occurs on sandy soils in Banksia woodland and heathland and Chamaescilh versicolor occurs on

loams and clay soils in Wandoo woodland, while both occur in Marri woodland on duplex soils.

The taxonomy of th e Chamaescilh coryrnbosa complex requiles further study. Small plants ofthis

taxon in Westem Australia have been naned as Chamaescilla paradoxa (Endl.) Domin. This name
(at variety level) has been attached to the small-flowered vari antof C. corymbosoby Henderson ( I 987)'

This taxon is probably closer to C. versicolor andmay prcveto be the specific name fol many Westem

Australian plants cunently referred to C. corymbosa,whichwas named from New South Wales.
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