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excess of 1000 m and is a parasite on the following Queensland rainlorest genera'. Elaeocarpus L.

(Elaeocarpaceae), fyrzplocos Jacq. (Synplo caceae) and Rhodamzra Jack (M1'rtaceae). Korthalsella

leucothrix is recotded mainly liom South Australia but is also known lrom a few localities in Westem

Aushaliawhereithasbeenrecordedontlvohost species,lcacla acuminataBenlh,andA craspedocarpa

F. Muell. (Mimosaceae). Its known distribution is further inland than that ofK qlthrocladq.

Table 1. Characters distinguishing Korthalsella qrthroclada from two similar species.

Character K. srthroclads K. grayi K. leucothrix

stem

number ofbasal
intemodes per stem

intemode length (mm)

rudimentary leaf
apex

number offlowers
per node

flower length (mm)

terete or slightly
compr€ssed

10-13

acute

usually 6

1 - l . 5

terete or slightly
compressed

7-10

10-20

obtuse

usually 8

compressed

9 o r l 0

10-20

obtuse

c . 2 0

1- l .5

Amendment to key to Korthalsella species in "Flora ofAustralia"

For the addition ofthe new species to the key to Korthqlsellq species given in "Flora ofAustralia"
Volume 22 (Barlow 1984: 141),thelastpa ofthe key needs to altered to read:

5 Stems compressed-flattened but rounded at edges, widest at apex,
up to 3 mm wide; flowers c. 20 in 3 or 4 rows at each node........ .......... "......... K. leucothrix

5: Stems terete or slightly compressed, 1-2 mm diam.; flowers
usually 6 or 8 per node in 1 row (rarely 2 rows present).

6 Flowers 1-1.5 mm long; leafapex acute K. arthroclada
6: Flowers 1.5-2 mm long; leafapex obtuse ..... .............. .. ... ........ K, grayi

Korthalsella arthroclada Cranfield, rtp. /xov.

Korthalsellae grayi affinis s€d intemodiis brevioribus, floribus parvioribus differt

D,prsr south-west of Eneabba [precise locality withheld], Westem Australia, 9 December 1992,
R.J. Cranfield & P. Spencer 8700 (holo: PERTH 02931990).

Aerial parasitic .r&ruD to 7 cm high, much branched with I or 2 stems arising ftom a haustorium
attachedtoahostplantsupperbranches.,i/eirsgreenishyellow,erect,withnumerousintemodes;basal
intemodes terete or slightly compressed, linear, 5-7 x I 2 mm and succeeded by shorter nodes 1-5 x
1-1.5 mm, venation obscwe. Rudiwentary /eaves opposite, distichous, each pair united andencircling the
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