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The Laxmannia squ4lroJa group comprises five species, all Westem Australian, with large erect
inflorescences on short or long peduncles, enclosed by numerous usually brown-coloured imbricate

bracts, white flowers with a diumal lile and the sepals dry at flowering, and cupularpetals much shorter

than the sepals. Polyploidy is uncommon in members ofthis group.

In 1996 Brenda Flammersley collected an unus\al Laxmanniq ftom north-east of Denmark that was

referable to lhe Lqxmannia squarrosa group. Within this group the collection keys to Laxmannia
grandi.floraLindl.,but is disjr.rnct and differs in having an extremely compacthabit with few-flowered
inflorescences on very short peduncles usually not exceeding the leaves. The disjunct location and

morphological distinctiveness ofthis population merits its recognition as a separate subspecies. This

new subspecies is described here together with the new species from Tasmanta.

Taxonomy

Laxmannir grandiflora subsp. brend ̂e Kerghery, subsp. nov.

Differt a subspecies allirs Laxmanniee grandiflorea planta 2-6 cm alta, inflorescentia erecta,
normaliter loliis brevioribus.

Typus: no h-east of Denmark fprecise locality withheld], Westem Australia, 30 August 1996,

B.G. Hannersley 1615 (holo: PERTLI 04432177).

Erect compact stilte d herb 2-6 cn tall, including the stilt roots which are 10-l 5 mm long and dre

inflorescences. Leaves straight with a recurved apex, linear, 10-15 mrn long, apex acute; sheath
scarious, c. 2 nrm long, margins entire, the apex extended into 3 long cilia to 3 mrn long. InJlorescence
erect, generafly not exceeding the leaves, 4-12-flowered; peduncle l0-30 mtr, long. Outer bructs
scarious, keeled at base, translucent 10 fawn, oblong-ovate, 4-5 mm long, apex acute, margins entire.
Inner bracts white, nargins very divided . Flowers white. Sepals 4-5 mm long . Petals c. 3 mm long.
Outer anthers ftee, c. 2 mm long. Inner anthers attached to petals c. 2 mm from base. Ovary c. I mm
long. Style c. I mm long. Fnrl not seen.

Other specimens exan lned. WESTERNAUSTRALIA:S of5,pe locality, 1 Sep. 1997,B.G. Hanmersley
1757 (PERTLI); type locality, 30 Aug. 1996, B.C. Hammersley l6l9 (PERTII).

Distribution qnd hqrildl. Kno\\.n ftom twomonadnocks north ofDennark, growing in shallowsiliceous
sands over granite in a mixed low heath of Grevrl/ ea fuscolutea, Cryptandra congesta, Andersoniq
sprengelioides and Grevillea cirsiiJblia. (Frgure l)

Conservation stqtus. Conseryation Codes lor Western Australian Flora: Pdority Two. The small area
in which this ta.ron occurs is an area of State Forest that is proposed as a National Park. Although
restricted in occurrence (B. Hammersley, peIS. comm.) it does not appear to be under any immediate threat.

Etymology. This subspecies is named afterthe collector ofthe rype, Brenda Hauurersl ey in recognition

ofthe considerable work she has undertaken in documenting the flora of the Denmark area.

Notes. Two subspecies have previously been described in laxmannia grandiflora. Their distdbutions
are included in Figure I for comparison with the new subspeci es. Subsp. grandiflora is a densely tufted
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Laxmannia morrisii Keighery, sp. zor,.

Differt a L.txmannia gracili hab:1u compacto vel 50 mm alto, intemodis brevissimi, pedunculo
brevi, petalis sepalis multo breviodbus.

Zlpas; Snug Plains, near Grey Mountain, Tasmania, January 1960, W.D. Jeckson s.n. (holo: HO
446r4r).

Erect compact stllted heft to 50 mm tall, including the stilt roots (to 15 mm long) and the
inflorescences. ,eav€s straight, linear, pungent,8 15 mm long; sheath scarious, c. 2 mmlong, margins
entire, the apex extended into 3longciliato3 mmlong, Inflorescence ereet,4 12-flowered;peduncle
l0-30 mm long. Orler bracls scarious, keeled at base, oblong-ovate,4-5 mm long, apex acute, margins
erfire.Inner brqctswhite, margins very divided. F/owers ?white. Sepals 4-5 mmlor.g. Petols c.3 mm
long, Outer anthers free, c. 2 mm long. Inner qnthers altached to petals c. 2 mm frombase, Ovary c,
I mm long. ,.94,/e c. I mm long. Frall not seen. (Figure 2)

Distributionand habitat.The localrly given onthe type specimen is uncertain accordingto the collector;
there is a possibility the type could have been collected on the Middlesex Plains (D.S. Morison pers.
comm.). However, Middlesex Plains is a lowland area which has been intensively collected and it is
unlikely that the species was collected there.

Snug Plains is an area ofsubalpine undulating plateau at an altitude ofc. 600 m, south-west
of Hobart. The vegetation is a complex of wet and dry sclerophyll forest, and mallee woodlands
(Jackson 1973 ). The area receives winter snowfalls and temperatrres below freezing, including a record
of-22 degrees in 1983 (Davidson & Read 1985). This is a remarkable site for a specres of Laxmannia,
as no other species reaches the subalpine.

Conservation status. Snug Plains, an area of State Forest, is a proposed conservation park under the
Tasmanian Regional agreement (A. Blanks pers. comm.). However, the species has not been collected
since the type in 1960 and urgently needs recollecting to assess its tlue colrseryation status. It should
be listed as I K (known only from the type, consewation status cannot be determined) under the national
ROTAP system (Briggs & Leigh 1996).

Etyn ologt.Ihav e great pleasure in naming this species after Desmond Morris F.L.S., who has a unique
knowledge olthe native and nah[alized flora ofTasmania and who, in publications and in herbarium
curation, has spread this knowledge to many people. Dennis recognized the unusual nature ofthis
collection during routine curatorial activities at Hoba .

Notes. Laxmqnnia morrisii is a very distinctive species that has small inflorescences subtended by
numerous bracts almost as long as the flowers, probably white flowen, with the petals shorterthan the
sepals but not cupular, and a short vegetative axis densely covered by leaf bases. The plant is
superficially very similarin appearance to some forest populalions of Laxmannia squaftosa,ptobably
because ofits compact habit and shorl inflorescences. This is no doubt owing to the localify where the
species occurs, as the compact vegetative axis covered by the overlapping leafsheaths would provide
some cold protection. The sole population is in flower in summer and is the only summer-flowering
species known in the genus. All westem species, including Z. s quarrosa" arc rrmature seed in January.
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