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N1tytsiaVcl.14, No. 3 (2002)

A low spreading densely branched soft-wooded s/rraD lrom a corky woody base to 50 cm tall and
40 cmwrde. Lmf (from basal non-flowering branch) with petiole 2-4(10) mm long; leaflets obovate-
elliptic, 3 5 mm long. Petals 12-16 mm long; claw 4-5 mm long- Inner petals with a cenhal red
mNkrng Siliqua (including persistent style) 20 40 mm long, pedicel 4-6 mm long. (Figure lA-D)

Specimens examined WESTERN AUSTRALIA: Mclarty Hills, creat Sandy D esert, T Arrg. 1977,
A.S. George l47l I (PERTH); Tobin Lake (21'41'5, 125'45'E ), 5 May 1979, A.S. George t5621
(PERTI{, DNA, CANB); near Well 24, Canning Stock Route, tt Aug. 1992, A.E. de Jong s.n.
(PERTH);47 km S ofSturl CreekHomestead, 11 Nov. 7995,p.K. Latz 14685 (PERTH, DNA, CANB,
MEL); Well 40, Canning Stock Route, 1ntg. 1973, M. House & P. Smith 92 (pERTH); Rudall River
(23"5, r22"45'E), P.G. Wilson 10480 (PERTH).

Distribution and harital. Occurs on red sand dunes, often in greatest numbers after fires, in the Great
Sandy and Tarami Deserts, Westem Australia. (Figure 2)

Conservation status. This taxon has a fafuly wide distribution in aregion that is not subj ect to large-scale
habitat destruction, so is not considered to be at risk.

Phenologt . Recorded in flower from May to November, with flowering time probably depending on
rainfall. The arid areas of occurence ofthis taxon have both summer and bixeric rainfall pattems,
however, rainfall is low and erratic.

Notes. B oth subspec tes of C leome unciferd appeax to have the same habit and plant size. Stbsp. uncifera
prefers sandy soils, but not necessaxily dunes. While information relating to fires is lacking on most
oollections, personal obsewations suggestthe occurrence ofthis subspecies is linkedto rainfall events
rather than fire, although it can be common after fires also. Although occasionally recorded (on a few
herbarium specimens) as being annual, this taxon perenneates ftom the corky rootstock. It appeaxs to
be a relatively short-lived perennial, but further field observations axe needed to assess its longevity.

There are consistent differences in the size of the leaves, flowers and fruits betrveen the two
subspecies, as shown in Table l. Petal length might show a slight overlap but there is no overlap in the
vegetative and fruiting characters listed. Figure I illustrates the range ofvariation in leaves ofthe two
subspecies, with the obovate-elliptic leaflets ofsubsp. /t1,crop hylla (A-D\ cleatly smaller than the linear
to nanowly obovate-elliptic leaflets of slrbsp. uncinqta (E-H).

Table 1 . Comparison offive quantitative character states for the two subspecies ofC/e ome uncifera. All
measurements are in millimetres.

Character Subsp. microphylla Subsp. unc(era

petiole tength

l€aflet length

petal length

fruit pedicel length

liuit plus style length

)-4( a\

3 5

l2-16

44

2040

1510

t5-24

r6-20

10-15
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No consistent qualitative differences are known betlveen the two taxa. Populations of srsp . uncifera
in the Pilbara usually have pure yellow flowers, but plants on the notlhem and eastem margins often have
the central two petals with a red stripe as is found in subsp. zicrophylla.

Distribution data show the two subspecies are disjunct (Figure l). They only approach each other
in the Mclarty Hills region, south-east ofBroome. In this area thete are no records ofsympatry, or signs
ofintergradation between the two subspecies, with one growing on sandplain in the hills and the other
on dunes east ofthe hills. This geographical sepaxation combined with the quantitative natue ofthe
differences between the taxa suggests that subspecies rank is the preferred option.
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