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axe entircly exta-Westem Australian. Species occuring only in eastem Austalia me M. pluriflorus
(J. Black) D. Cooke, M. rhizocephalus (DC.) Benth. and M squqmqtus. Westem Australian species
that ar€ not mentioned exc€pt for their inclusion in the key are M. gascoynensas P.S. Short,
M. helichrysoides A-Ctray, M. occidentalis (F.M.oell.) P.S. Short,,44 pygznaeas (A Gray) P.S Short,
M. ruclallii G.Muell.) Benth. and M walcottii P.S. Short.

Key to species of MJr ri.ocephalus

Notes. Abbreviations used in this key for the States and Territories ofAustralia are: NSW - New
South Wales, NT - Northem Tenitory, Qld - Queensland, SA - South Australia, Vic. - Victoria
and WA - Westem Australia.

l. Corolla 5lobed
2. Bracts ofgeneral involucre with milk-white tips

3. Plant glabrous; leaves linear, 2-4 cm long, with rounded apex.
(South-west WA) .. ........................ M. helichrysoides

3: Plant variably woolly; leaves linear, l-3 cm long, acute to acuminate
4. Cypsela narrowly cylindrical, without a naxrow sterile base;

pappus absent. (South-west WA) .. M. appendiculatus
4: Clpsela narrowly top-shaped at base; pappus absent, or a scale,

or of 1-3 bristles.
5. Pappus of l-3 bdstles or absent. (lnland WA & SA, southem NT)................ M. rudallii
5: Pappus abroad scale. (Cenhal and north-west SA).................................... M. squamatus

2: Bracts ofgeneral involucre #ith hyaline, pale fawn, shaw-coloured,
or dirty white tips

6. Stem simple, erect, not branched; plant glandular puberulous and
cottony; pappus absent. (South-west WA) ............................. .. M. nudus

6: Plant branched, usually spreading from base, cottony or woolly but
without glandular hairs; pappus absent or present.

7. Cypsela narrowly cylindrical or narrowly ellipsoid (sometimes with
a very short turbinate base)

8. Bracts ofgeneral involucre with a pale fawn, or staw-coloured, or very
pale dirty white hyaline apex; pappus absent or of 1(2) slender bristles

9. Capitula with 4 florets. (Widespread in eastem WA) .. M' oldfieldii
9: Capitula with 2 florets. (South-east WA) ...................... . M' biflorus

8: Bracts ofgeneral involucre with a glossy tlanspaxent hyalineapex;
pappus a single firm bristle

10. Florets 5 per capitulum; twin-hairs on cypsela minutely
bidenlate. (Camawon district, WA) ...................... M. gascoynensis

l0: Florets 4 per capitulum; twin-hairs on cypsela with an
anchor-shaped tip. (Pilbara region, WA)..................................................... M. scapellus

7: C;rpsela narrowly top-shaped with a narrow sterile base
11. Pappus absent. (Murchison district, WA).................... ... M' walcottii
I l: Pappus a short erose scale. (North-westem SA) .......................................... M. squamatus

l: Corolla 3- or 4-lobed
12. Capifiilar bracts noticeably cartilaginous towards base
13. Capitula mostly 1-flowered; achenial hairs slender and

minutely bidentate. (SA, NSW, & Vic.) M. rhizocephalus
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Myriocephalus nudus A. Gray. .1. Rot. l{ew Gard. r'Ur,ic. 3: 1 74 ( 1 85 1 ) . Hirnelliu nuda (4. (iray)

Kuntzc, Rcv. Gcn. lr l. l :3;+6(1891). fr,7re. Swan l{iver. Westerrr Austlalia,.1 Drummond s.n. (syn.

K photograph sccn); salne locality, J. Dtufiruond 53 (,r1ir: K photograph seen).

Flrcct r,r/ 'r, nlinLrte ly glanclu lar-pubcru lous and sparse Iy cottony; slcm sil l tplc. to 20 cnr high. 1-cat,ar

l inear, broaclcncd at base, 5 I 5 mm long; uppcnnost snlaller u'ith hyalinc margin s itttd tips. (lonpou rtd

/renrl depressed globosc. to l 5 nll diam. Gcnerol int oluo'e t'lrrlhiseriate; bracts nurcrous. rvith narrowly

oblong sparscly coltony cla\\ '  and short pNlc btorvn roundcd lamina, in rl l  r:. 3 nm lo:ng. Copiluld
lrul ' l leLous; capitulrr bracts 4. natlowly oLr long-obor' rtc with roitnded hyalinc tips ancl grccn l inear
slctconre. 1'lr.ri 'clr.1. (ir i 'o1lr lLrbular below. rarritrv-turbitt it lc abo\e, .. 2 nn lorrg. shortly 5-lobcd.
,1 r ' l cnc  nar rowly  cy l indr ica l ,  r ' .  l rnnr long.vc lyspar -se lyh i rsLr tc rv i ths lcndcr i l ' r chor ' - l ippedtw inha i rs .
thcsc abscnt l 'r 'otrr apcr. PrrTyrtr.r abscnl. (Figurc IA {-')

O tlrr t pe< incns cxzarrlrcrl WIrSTli l lN AtJS'l ' l{ALIA: Nov. IJoll.aust.occ.,lr.18441,.1.Drunmont.l
3lJ8 (W); Srvan Rivct..J. L)rutttton / 283 (W).

L)i\tt i l)utiati ctt holtitut. l ')viclcrrtly oncc l irLrncl in thc l 'crth dislf iot ol Wcstcfrl Austri l l ia. l l t l l  l tot
collcctccl sincc about I lJ50. Thc lcrr collcctions sccn l lcl( plccisc locality data i lncl l iclcl notcs bLrt thcy
luppcrr to hrvc l lcclt galhclccl l ionr nruclcly sitrntions ancl u'clc Irtcsutritbly gt orving itr wintcr wctlancls.

('on\tt\\tt ion\tutu\. ( 'ooscrvation ( otlcs l i)r Wcstcl n A Llstra l ir n lr lora: l)rioIity Ottc. l l t isspccicsnray
bc cxtinct. nnd Llrgcnt sLrfvcy is t-cquilccl.

Al/init ir\. ! .\,t i(xclt lurlrr.; nttt lt/ l . hns not trccn collcclcti sitrcc thc nriddlc ol 'thc l9lh ccntttry and no

s1]ccinrcns nrc plcscnt ir l thc Wcstcln Austrrl i l lr 'r l lclbariunr. l lccausc ol lhis its iclcntity h s bccn
rl is trrrclcrstoocl arrd thc nanrc has bccn appliccllo a plant hclc tccogniscclits M o/r// icl l i i .  l \ lwiot qthtltt,t

rarrl irs cli l l 'cls rrost noticcably l ionr thc l lttcf in having i l glrnclulat pubcrulous sitnplc stctu ancl in hav ing

lchcncs lvith irnchof-tippcd twio-hil irs.

My l ioccpha lus  o ld l i c ld i i  (F .  Mt re  l l . )  l ) . t t r l  ( i .  Wi lso t r .  t r rab .  r r . r t , .

Lttrnltrrx h ltrtttr rlt l l ialt l i i  l t. Mucll.. Itrrgn. i: 157 (18(rl). i l l . tt iotclt lultn ntrtltrs t.ur. olt l l ialdii
(F .  M Uc l l .  )Uenth . .  l l 1 .  AL ls l ra l . l :558  (  l l i  61) .  7  \ l ) r  ( i tu l ion : "  Ac l  l lunrcn  Mulch ison c l  s i r t r rm C 'hanrp io l ]
Bay. Wf lcott ct Olcll iclt l". fr.7rc: MLrrchison I{ivcr'. Wcstenr Auslralia.l. Old/ield (lectrt; \41-lL 542208.
here designalcd). Exclrtlatl s:yrl.t 'pes; Oolinyarra. Mutohison l{ivcf, Weslel'n Attstralia,.,1. Old/ielt l (K.

photo sccrl); C'haurPioD Bay, Westcrn Austl-l ia. l | Oltl/ iald (K. photo scen).

//clb to 1 5 cm h igh. brrnching r.rs ually ncar basc. Lczr lc.i l incar be low to otr long acunr inatc abovc,
sonreu,hal auriculate at basc. ol 'ten crinkled. 5 20 trm long. c\') l l t)ny. Canpounrl icrrrl depressed
g lobosc ,6  20n nd ia r r .  Gcneru l  in r r t luc renu l t i sed i t le ; l l rac tsnauorv lyob long, t .3mt r long,hya l ine ,
cottony, with l inear slcrconrc and pale l lNn hyaline lamina. (. irpltri lrr Dumerous; capiiular bracts ,1.

narrot ly oblong-obovate wilh rounclcd hyitline tips. 1ilr/ c/! 4. (irrol/a tLrrbinatc above, L 5 2 mm long,
shortly 5-lobcci, ycllou'. ,,1r' lrcric cylinclrical, rounclcclor shortly turbinate at base. c. 1 mm long. glabrous

or sparsely to denscly hirsutc *ith slender bidentate tu'in hairs to 0.2 nlln long these longer and erecl
around aper o1'achene. PaTTris abscnt or ol l (rarely 2) slencler scabricl or sn(xnh bristle(s) + equal to
coro l la .  ( l ' i gurc  lD  F)
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Flcnering period. This species has been collected in flower in all months cxcept for March and
presunably responds 1tl local rainlall.

Conservation st.ttLts. This species is widespread and is neither rare oor thrcatened.

,4ffinities. For comparison with M l?r././,r,r see under that species.

No/es. ThcnamcM oldfieLlii, as ttsedhere, includes a nunber ofvariants that ditJ'er in leafmorphology,
in degree and type ofachene pubescence, and in thc prcsence or absence ofa pappus. However, these
norphological characters appear to be rather randomly distributcd whiclr crcatcs difficulties when
attempting to oircumscribe inliaspecil ic taxa. The lectotype is a var-iant $ith a glabrous epappose
achene.

Myriocephalus scalpellus Paul G. Wilson,.i77. iror.

Herba nr Lrlt icaulis acl I 0 orn alta. Itarni dcnse gossypini. Folia inl 'e|iora l inearia, superiora oblonga
5-20 mm longa, modice gossypina. Capitula-conposi{a tlcprcsso-globosa, ad 20 tnn diatn. Involucruur-
gcncralc lnultiscriatum; bracteae oblongae ad obovatac, c. 3 mm longac, hyalinac, sparsc gossypinac.
Capitula nunrerosal bractcac capituli 4, angustc oblongo<rbovatae, apicibus rotundatis, hyalinis.
I. losculi4;co:ollaamguslelurbinata, l.5 2 mm longa, brcv i lcr 5-lobata. Achcniuln i lnguslc cylindricum,
bas ib rcv is tc l i l i tu lb ina ta .ad I .8mmlongut r r ,sparseh i rsu tur l ,p i l i s l i rm is0 .3rnmr long isap iceancora-
mo:'plris. Pappi setae I (vcl 2 ad basirn cor'rjuuctac) I incali-lanccolatac, solidae, basi latiorcs,
carti lagirrci.

ft l l i l .  castol' l toyll i l l  I prccisc locality withhc ld l, Wcstcln A ustralia, 4 Scptcn'r bcr 1911 , P.S. Shotl
499 (holo; AI) 97743151; r, io: PI:.I{TIl 05496611i).

Hcrb kr I 0 cm h igh, brzrnclring ncar base; branches densely cotlor'ry. Le,rrsr l inear below 1tl ob long
above, sonrewlrat auriculatc at basc ancl crinklqcl, 5 20 rrm long, l l lodcralcly col{ony . Conpound hcctcl
depressed globose. to 20 mn dianr. Generol inwtlucra r,rult iscrialc; bracls oblong to obovalc, c. 3 mm
lorrg, lryaline, sparsely cottony, witlr l inear storeolne and Jryaline obtusc to rounclcd l lp. CqpitulLl
numcrotrs; oapitulirr bracts 4, narrrowly oblong-obovale with rounded hyaline tips. Florels4. Corcl/u
turbinate above, I .5-2 mnr long, shortly 5 -lobcd, ycllow. lc /rcnc narrowly cylindrical, shor l ly turb inatc
at basc, lo L8 mnr long, sparsely hirsule with slender llrm twin hairs .. 0.3 mm long that have anchor-
shaped tips. P,4?r.! of 1 l irm brisllc (or 2 uniled at base), l inear-lanceolate, sparsely scabrid, slightly
clawed at apex and broadening at base, + eclual to corolla.

Distribulion qnd hubrlc/. Only known from thc typc localily, $,hich is east ()1't{oy Hill in the l']ilbara
region of Westem Australia. growing in a clay cleprcssiorr on a floocl plain.

Flcn,ering periotl. The only collection seen was collected itl t]ower in early September.

Conserv.rtion stdtus. Consenation Codes tbr Western Australian Flora: PrioritJ/ One. Although this
spccics is only knou,n lrom one locality, the area involved is not under threat.

Etymology, Thc spccific epilhel scolpelhrs isLatit for lancat and relbrs to the appearance ofthe pappus
bristle.
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Other specimens exemined. SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 30 lcr S of Mt Willoughby homestead, 'F.l
Badmqn 1075 (AD); 30 km W of William Creek, F.l Badman 1280 (AD); Stuart Range, C. French
(MEL); Evelyn Downs Station, 25 Oct. 1955, E.H. Ising (AD):5 km S of Cadney homestead, -8.
Nordenstqm & A. AnderbergSSl (AD):Lagoon Waterhole,l .C. Robinson 886 (AD); Commonwealth
Hill Station, D.E &rzor3381A(AD); Durkin Out Station, J.Z. Weber 2828 (AD).

Distribution and habitat. Found innoth-westem SouthAushalia, growingonclaypans and mulga flats.

Flowering period. Material in flower has been collected ftom September to November.

Conservalion stqtus. Evidently a common and widespread species that is not endangered.

Etymology. The specific epithet squamatus refers to the pappus which takes the form of a squqma or
scale.

Affrnities. Myriocephalus squamatus is most similar to M, rudallii Benth., with which it has been
confused; it differs from the latter in having a pale brown or dirty white (not milky white) apex to the
bracts ofthe general involucre and in having a short scale-like pappus.
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