
 

 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA’S JOURNAL OF SYSTEMATIC BOTANY 
 

ISSN 0085-4417 
 

G 
Macfarlane, T.D. and Williams, A.R. 

Agrostis castellana (Poaceae) 
mis-identified as A. capillaris var. 

aristata in Western Australia 
 

Nuytsia 16(2): 472 (2007) 
 

 

 
All enquiries and manuscripts should be directed to: 
 

The Editor – NUYTSIA 
Western Australian Herbarium 
Dept of Environment and Conservation 
Locked Bag 104 Bentley Delivery Centre 
Western Australia    6983 
AUSTRALIA 

 
Telephone: +61 8 9334 0500 
Facsimile: +61 8 9334 0515 
Email: nuytsia@dec.wa.gov.au 
Web: science.dec.wa.gov.au/nuytsia/

 
 
 

 
 
 

All material in this journal is copyright and may not be reproduced except with the written permission of the publishers. 
©  Copyright Department of Environment and Conservation 



. 

 



472 Nuytsia Vol. 16, No. 2 (2007)

Agrostis castellana (Poaceae) mis-identifi ed as 
A. capillaris var. aristata in Western Australia

In the process of assisting with the updating of Western Weeds: a Guide to the Weeds of Western 
Australia (Hussey & Keighery 1997) we became aware that Batson (1998) had identifi ed Agrostis 
castellana Bois. et Reuter as the dominant species in ‘bent grass’ pastures in South-eastern Australia, 
which had previously been reported as being dominated by A. capillaris L. (syn. A. tenuis Sibth.).  

In the Census of Western Australian Plants – FloraBase (Western Australian Herbarium 2006), 
A. capillaris var. capillaris and A. capillaris var. aristata (Parn.) Druce were listed as occurring in 
Western Australia, and under the same names were treated by Hussey et al. (1997) and described and 
keyed out by Wheeler et al. (2002).  Upon examination, the PERTH collections of A. capillaris var. 
aristata were all found to fi t the description of A. castellana as given in Batson (1998).  

The Census has therefore been updated and now lists A. capillaris and A. castellana as introduced 
weeds in Western Australia (Western Australian Herbarium 2006).
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