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questions the techniques used by the specialised surgeon in carrying out
invitro-fertilisation. In contrast, the fire manager is confronted with people in
the community questioning, for example, the technical basis of spring and
autumn buming. It is quite appropriate for members of the community to voice
their opinion through the planning process, or through their elected members of
Parliament, their desire for a particular type of vegetation in a particular area.
The difficulty comes when members of the community impose, or attempt to
impose, their opinions on the techniques which are used to achieve this objective.

The communiry has dfficulty in interpreting complex scientific data.

Too often land managers ignore the complexity of the problems associated with
the implementation of different fire regimes. Scientists working in a specialised
area very quickly develop their own vocabulary, which makes it difficult for a non
member of that scientific community to understand the rationale for different
burning regimes. This problem exists even amongst people who work in
associated areas; so how can we expect an ordinary member of the community to
develop a rational view of a paflicular burning regime?

Common to both the community and members of land management agencies is
an inability to look at the total picture of any particular land management
practice. Consequently, the altemative lifestyle - cabin owner in the southem
forest - looks only at the area surrounding his block and bewails the fact that it
has to be burnt. Whereas, those who are responsible for the total area have to
take cognisance of a master burning plan to protect that particular person as well
as other members of the community.

A separation exists between those v.lho are making decisions and the people
r espo nsible for imp le me nting them.

One of the difficulties that land managers face, and particularly those associated
with fire management, is that members of the community who desire to influence
the fire management policies do not have to bear the consequences of that
decision. For example, it is relatively easy for members of an advisory committee
giving advice on development of a fire regime for a national park to make
decisions which they perceive are designed to favour the conservation of flora
and fauna without regard to the consequences of that policy on the safety of
recreators in the same park.

There is a lack oftrust.

One of the principal reasons for divisions between members of the community
and those responsible for implementing fire management strategies is an historic
lack of rust between the bureaucrats and the community. This polarisation is
evident, not only between the State authorities and community groups, but
between different groups of farmers and between farmers and increasingly
altemative lifestyle people who move into rural areas.
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Finally, I believe that it is possible to develop burning regimes which
accommodate most of the requirements of the general community. However, it is
also important for the community to recognise that accommodating the
community requirements involves a cost.

Managers, in recognition of this, must giye it an appropriate priority and at the
same time ensure that the community clearly informs the ultimate arbiters, the
Government, that it does cost more but that it does want the additional degree of
sophistication brought with it.
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