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Collectively No.th Sftadbroke Island, Moreton
Island and Fraser Island are barrier islands. They lie
roughly parallel to the coast for about 2O0 kilometres
and protect about half the South Queensland coast
between the N€w South Wales border and
Bundaberg. Moreton Islard and North Stradbroke
Island combine to form the eastern side of Moreton
Bay. Fraser Island forms tle eastern side of Hervey
Bay ard Great Sandy Strait.

Of the three islands, Fraser Island is by far the
largest. Its 160 000 hectares sxceeds the combined
areas of almost all of the the 1s6ai"i"g sandmasses in
central and southern Queensland. It dwarfs North
Stradbroke Island (27 520 ha) and Moreton Island
(18 500 ha) in area but the significance of these two
islands in strategic geographical and management
terms is enphasized because of their close proximity
to Brisbane.

Fraser Island, located 190 kilometres north of
Brisbane, is the largest sand island in the world with
an average width of 15 kilometres and a length of
over LZA kilometres. The dunes reach uo to 240
metles.

Moreton Island and North Stradbroke Island are
similar in shape a;rd size with only shallow South
Passage, about 2 kilometres wide, separating them.
Both are about ,l{} kilometres in length with al
average width of 11 kilometres- Moreton Islaad is
slightly narrower and more tapered. Both have quite
attractive and rugged rocky headlands at their north
east comer and both are widest at their northem end.
Both islands are approximately .10 kilometres ftom the
mainland suburbs of Brisbane. Both are also now
within an hour of Brisbane by launch. The main
difference between the two is that Moreton Island has
largely escaped the exploitive lald use and
urbanisation that has heavily impacted North
Stradbroke Island. There is strong public pressure to
preserve and to protect both islands.

The thee islands enjoy a subtropical climate with
ar anaual average rainfall of between 1250 and 1800
mm.

The isolation of these islands and their infertile
soil let them escape major European development
and exploitation udil the latter part of the twentieth
century.

The significarat lode of heavy mineral sands led to
major land uss conflicts involving each of the islands
during the last two decades. 56ms sandmining has
occurred on all three islands; only a relatively minor
area was disturbed on Fraser Island, before it ceased
in 1976. A limited amount of beach scalping was

carried out o! Moretor Island in 1957-58.
Sandmining has had a very heavy envionmental
impact on Stradbroke Island, where operations are
currendy being expa:rded. There are constant threats
to resume sandmining on Fraser Island and Moreton
Island. This impasse has not been resolved.

The tbree islaads are not the only sand islands in
Queensland. Bribie Island is also a sa.nd island, It is
an inshore islaad and because no part of its 14 ,100 ha
are above 10 metres in elevation it has not been dealt
with in this paper. South Stradbroke Island broke
away from North Stradbroke Islaad only in 1986.
Apart ftom its closer proximity to the rnainland,
South Stradbroke Island's snall area doesn't iustifr
separate discussion.

VALUES

The three sand islands have innumerable exanples of
large parabolic dunes, unique ia the world. Hundreds
of wind-driven sand dunes are part of a conplex rycle
e6ding and restructurirg the sand mass. This
process is more developed than anywhere else in the
world. It is this coneplexity and the active, dynamic
nature of the dune system which excited ons scientist
to exclaim, "Fraser Island is for sondmasses of the
World what the Grcat Barrier Reef is to coral reefs d
the wofld". Fraser Island is the world's greatest sand
mass and the oldest age sequence of giant coastal
sand dune systems yet recorded; some dunes may be
4O0 Off) years old.

The conplex interaction of the windblown sand,
the flora and decomposing organic material, results in
impervious layers being developed which support
lakes high above the water table. These lakes, resting
on inpervious organically bound sand in wind-formed
duae depressions, are unparalleled in the world.
There are rnaay perched dune lakes. These contain
some of the freshest, purest water in the world.

Botanists have identifred hundreds of species of
flowering plants and ferns, including a number of rare
and endemic plants. More than 150 listed plants are
fouud in the rairforests of Fraser Island. The islands
contain a compact, outstanding example of uwallumu,

the vegetation of coastal lowlands, along with
importart examples of heathland communities. It
coqtaius a wide diversity of marine, terrestrial and
avian fauna, some of which is rare of endemic.
surprisingly, despite the dense biomass. The
terrgstrial part of the islands are relatively poor as far
as mannals are concerned. However, what they lack
in the volume of fauna is compensated for by the
great rarity of species.
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1952. While the whaling station was in operation
fertilizer trials were conducted using whale meat
fertilizer in a futile bid to render the infertile sand
more arable. When whaling ceased in 1962.
Tangalooma became a resorl.

During the 1!b0s there were a number of
coincidental claims made for land on Fraser Island.
A new resort proposal at Orchid Beac\ applications
for residential allotments by maay individuals arrd the
mining leases caused the Forestry Department to opt
out of the total authority over Fraser Islaad. To
accomnodate this demand,and the Lands
Administration Commission was given control over
more than 80 kilometres of seaboard of Fraser Island
between Eurong and Sandy Cape in 19i3. During the
1960s there was a great deal of expansion of interests
in resorts and residential areas. Land at the site of
two villages, Eurong and Happy Valley, was
subdivided and sold in 1.966. Orchid Beach was
established in 1966.

It was during the 1960s and 1970s that the
European setdement of the islands made the biggest
inpact. The villages of Cowan Cowa:r and Kooringal
on Moreton Island were also expaaded and the
subdivisions were sold off about this time,

The sandmasses have continued to attract a lot of
public interest and attention. Since 1970 the
recreational use of these areas has shown exponential
increase. Increased vehicular ferry access has made
the saldmasses much more accessible to four wheel
drive recreational vehicles. The increase has been
generally of the order of !? to 2fr per cent annually
since the growth in popularity of off road vehicles. In
the case of Fraser Island there has been a:r aggregate
increasE of about 1 000% in 15 years.

In 1970 there was a major move to expand the
31sn sf sandrnining already established on both Fraser
Island and Moreton Island. This led to a bitter
land-use controversy which saw the establishment of
such voluntary coDservation groups as the Fraser
Island Defenders Organisation and Moreton Island
Protection Committee. The disputes simmered for
years u.ntil 1975 when the Comrnonwealth
Government established tle Fraser Island
Environmentat Inquiry. This inquiry generated a
great deal of information about Fraser Island. It also
led to the b,nning of mineral sands from there for
export which effectively has ended 5aldmining there
since 196.

Subsequently the Queensland Government, in an
attempt to forestall Commonwealth Government
intervention on Moreton Island commissioned an
Environmental ImFact Study ftom AA. Heath and

Partners. This was followed up by the Cook Inquiry
into the land-use questions orr Moreton Island in
Lgn.

In 1975 the Royal Society of Queensland held its
Iirst Symposium on Stradbroke Island. It held a
second Symposium in 1984. The Queensland
Government comnissioned a malagement plan for
Fraser Island in 1978, altho"gh it subsequently
declined to implement its recommendations. The
CSIRO about this time began their studies of dune
dynamics on Cooloola which had relevance to the
island saradmasses.

These various inquiries and studies have led to
Queensland's sandmasses being anongst the best
studied and most understood natural areas of
Australia. The studies indicato the optimum
management policies for these areas.

ACCESS AND I,AND USE

Access to Stradbroke Island has been quite open for
many yqus. ginss sandmining began il the 1950s,
there have been regular ferry services and roads to
carry conventional vehicles.

TVo of the islands, Moreton and Fraser, are
untrafficable to any but off-road vehicles because
there is no network of hardened roads. Until tle late
190s neither of these islands had oven any sort of
hotel alrd there was very limited permanent
accommodation, There was no vehicular ferry service
and it was difficult for any vehicle to be landed on the
islands. There were no shops and all supplies had to
be carried in. Self sufiicieucy was necessary. There
were no schools, shops, police, casualty centres or
public services. There is still no mains electricity
supply on either of these two islands although there
are moves in that diroction. This has meant that until
now nxmy visitors have been deterred from going
unless they had access to special vehicles a:rd
equipment or they were quite intrepid adventurers.

Each island is now served with three different
vehicle services and a variety of other fast passenger
services for day trippers. Although there are now
hotek and resorts, the majority of visitors who stay
over on Fraser Island and Moreton Island are
campers. There is little in the way of support
facilities and services.

There are three major means of travel on the
islands: on foot, in a four wheel drive, or else in a
conducted tour or safari. Four wheel drivers and
their parties usually drive to one of the tlree
embarkation points to the island and take one of the
vehicular ferries. Regular daily toudst services

206



LW

'3rr^r3s eJllpl I ptIP $lrud
IBuoqsN pgplsuseno eql - pellBlsur sp^{ s:oSeuBu
Jo les aau v 'pueFl ogl Jo prrrll ueqtrou eql Jo IJB
lsoulu 3rerqura ,rou o1 paSrque ueaq ,(puenbesqns
seq srql '{rBd 

Jeuort?N e sB pue urequou
olorual lsoru eql Jo uo4aes e8rel e Surrelcsp ,{q puepr
eqt Jo uoq?^reflror eql roJ goddns aqqnd asuedde
ol lqSnos tuoururelog puqsueeno aqr ,IL6I uI

'1reu rap,r q8ru
oql uo{ puEur sarlsu 00t pepuege qrrq,n fiuoqlny
uoqtalord qJuag oql {q petalsrurwp? lirJlsr(I lotluoC
uorsorg qruag p peppp sua{ 1eql oJ 'dJ?lcn?emq

?umoa?mq eqt ol pepp? aq o1 lueugedeq serraqsrg
puu peupudaq tsrmol aql qtoq ,(q lorluoc eq1 ;o
suorsueunp eql popp? lserelur lsrmol peppB 3qJ

.BururoJquoJ
ereru sluauee.Gu qons oN '1 reao uorlcrpsrml
elrlos peq [V 'poe.6B 

IIB slueuueda(J spuu-I
eql pup 1ueulrudeq serrtry eql 'saruuduoc Sururu
eql Jr parup^pe eq dluo pJnor 'ede3 ,{pueg o1 Suomg
ruor; dr4s lelseor slql Jo lsoru ol luausSeue;,rg 'atrrscaq luarua8uuuu IIBJa o eq] J$Iue^\
eql pej?qs sPlr\ prrslsr qqt ro; &Fqlsuodser lEql sroru
eql 'rela^\oH 'lueudoleaap Foser pu" uo.rq lpqns
Suuolsrurupe Jo suelqoJd snolueluoJ eql plo ? ol
peulredoq rft1sa-rog eq1 pelq"ue sr-qtr .pawpedaq
spup'I eql ol epm or1euoprt ouo puu Suop soneruolpl
08 lnoqu dr4s u epel o1 paru1redaq drlsarog
eq1 palduord lseoc ls?e s.prrelsr eql ?uop amual
puel raqlo pup sas€el lueuzu.rad ro; suorpcqdde
Jo Jequmu ? 'euq aues eql lv .luerugedaq
soq4 eql ql$ luauaieueu ?qreqs upoq
o1 peq lueuuedoq f-rlserog eql 1uql lueeru ses"el
Eururupues alrsrroxe JoJ suorlecrydde oql ,996I uI

'pel"ralecr" uoqpp?.63p eql lBrlt spr?,$uo €96I
ruo.r; eculd {ool qrrq \ lueue8eusu ;o uoqeluou8er;
Sursearour eqr qlrlrr dpo suar 11 .,$lreduc Surdrrec s1
urqpt\ IIoA\ sea srollsl Jo requnu eqJ .lseor pasodxe
ural$e s.pml$ eql uo lJ?dur pa:8 ou uaoq peq
eroql 'druoq flrru; su,r (stsero; aql uo pedur slr
ueql reqlo) eu6e.r lserog aluls ? repun pqulsr egl Jo
luaue8uueu aqa 'luarngedeq d4soroC eql Jo spupq
egl In sea\ pu?lsl reserd Jo eloq r eql .tg6l 

llluo
'spuelsr eoql IIB Jo lueueSeuuu go suelqord eql

5lBISnlI ol puslsl rewrd uo smoJ ol pasodord sr 11

JNflIAIOCYIJYIAI

'pequ
ueeq ssq ll rage lred Jeuotleu ol luecrad y.9 reqloue
ueluo, ol pe8pald sr luoumralog psslsuaano eql
'IrBd 

Iuuo-rlBN prr"lsl uolarol l oql dq pere^oJ Dor? slr
Jo luasJeo 06 rraro erou 1(ou s?q puBlsl uolsJol I

',{ug uo1aro1a1 ssor:u e8prrq
u Suruuqd sr a,r4rafqo l?W elerqJ? ol pue pepr^pqns
I e^Bq ol pstrIurelap $ luoIuureaoc puslsuoano
aqg 's1red 

Jsuorleu oruooeq 01 pollruruoJ Beru
slql lu?^\ sluaprser Jo {lnq aql pus slsruorl?^rasuoJ
'saseol Surunu ,{q pa.re,roc ll Jo qJnW .puel l"ql
ra,ro alndsrp sr eJarll 'pu"-J rritroJJ lrr"r?A sr pu"lsl
e{orqp?4s Jo {lnq agJ (eq 719) pue1s1 a{orqperls
uo 4rzd lpuoqeu llprus euo (po sr eragJ

'tJnJIJJlp Jlo@ s:r:qod luou:Seueur
Jo uorleluetualdwr so{Eur q.r-q,t\ sreploqpuel

;o uoqera;11ord u Sursnec sl uorsr.Arpqns pq drqsrou.uo
ele,urd ur uq ggg uuql ranaal are araqtr '{rsd 

IBuorlBN
sI pr.nll urequou aql Jo lsou puB :lsoroc eluls
3re puElsJ res?rc Jo sprrql oal ureqlnos eql Jo tsol I
'seceld ur amual ele,urd euos qlli tsalod at?ls pus

{Jed I?uollsN ueo1l\leq pepr rp $ ptruJsl JasBlc

'prrElsl uoleJol { pu" pu"lsl JasuJd qloq ol sJoIsrA
ogl roJ uosual lrr"ufluop cql sr uorlEeI'al s?ereq,tr
'uorl?eJrer puu sosodmd cqsauop spru^\ol peluerJo
sr puslsl o{orqper1s ol rrJJprl aql .slsr. panbcr;
erou 8ur1eu seArlEIoJ prr" sluoprser sg qlns suosrad
re./r\oJ s3^[o^rrr ,{lqeqord 1nq ja8rq qcnu dlquqord
sr puBlsl e{orqperls ot slrsr^ Jo roqunu eqJ

'slrsr^ 
Jo JeqEnu J?Jrurs E slJsrD" puulsl

uolarotrAl 'oq ppoqs feqt su se:ures olq€Ir" e tnoqp
peuroJut IlaA\ ss ete sercue8s Je Er1 prre lsunol [e
1ou q?noq1 ueaa ro;'peraluc 1ellr eJs sloISrA.slrsrl

000 00S usrlt erortr lJBl!? ,{lenuuu pue1s1 raserg

'uogepdod penle.r lnecgtdrs u po1cu4le
srql unl q 'petudoldue pel"rJosse neql qtl \
soJures pu? sdoqs 'looqes B s? qJns eJnlrn.rlse{rn
re8rel e pe8emocua . rlsnpur Sururupues
oql e^ras ol pellelsrn dlddns ra,nrod pus speor

Jo lrodleu aql 'uorlepdod puduoqy ltrprr;rdrs u
sepnltur U sor]lsnpw Surqsg pue'1suno1 Sururupuus
eqt fq pepraua8 peu{olduro aqt ol enp L99 I lnoqe
sr pu"lq olorqp?rls Jo uoqelndod luamured eq;

'drlsnpu lsunot eq1 puu sasnoqtqSq :q1 uo
pasuq dlrulrurs sr 1r ps" 0g rreql ssal $ pu"lsl uoloror {
;o uollepdod lueprser aql .sgoser egl Jo euo lE
uorlBpoluruoJJe larpmls {e3s oq^l asoql Jequmulno
rug sreduruc eqtr s8urpes cq1.(pr pue olBErIr pJru slr Jo
esneoeg 'uop"ls esnoqq8l ede3,{puug aql ro dEBt
drlsarog e,no8un eql 3aAeJIrA rmq ro Suomg fieJpr1
fddeg lceeg plqrro Jo se8eJpa 1suno1 urew rnoJ
eql Jo euo w oprser oq,rl 'oldoed 

991 lnoqu fpo ;o
uoqepdod lueprser luauuwrad e sBq pu?FI toserC

'puBIsI e{orqpsrls
pu? puEIsI uolerol^I ol trlrlslo spuplpsu 5ql pru
eJJIIcpelJ 'euuqsug uo{ pus pllelsl r€surc ol BsooN
puu rlrEeg ,toqulEg ',!r3 feg ,{e,r:e11 uory o1u-rado



Thea in 1976, Ihe Queensland Government
resolved the squabble over which local authority,
Marybororreh or Hervey Bay should have the control
over the island with the wisdom of Solomon. They
changed the administration of Fraser Island from just
one Couacil to being administered by two rival
councils. This made the implementation of any
effective byJaw to control vehicular traffic or
collection of a management fee almost impossible
unless there was total 'nenimity between the two
councils. This wasn't forthcoming. Splitting
maragement between two authorities also meant that
some private subdivision proposals, which would not
have been previously countenanced, were allowed to
proceed. The opportunity to prepare a strategic
planning scheme for the whole island was frustrated.

All to this add the interest of other depadments.
The Department of Aboriginal Affairs and its conceru
for preserving Aboriglnal artifacts and relics. The
Water Resou.rces Commission also became iovolved
in attempting to preserve the quality of the great body
of groundwater. The bureaucratic snare became even
more entangled.

The impact of this contiaued proliferation of
agencies with management responsibilities is best
demonstrated by the frustrations experienced by the
Maryborough City Council. In trying to establish a
designated camping ground, the council, after six
years was unable to proceed. It was frustrated in turn
by the more than seven different Queenslald
Government departments. Similar frustrations
prevented the Council establishing public toilet
facilities and urgently needed public rubbish tips.

In a little over a decade, from 1963 to 1975, the
Queensland Government has presided over the
sharing of management decisions from just otre
government department, Forestry, to a proliferation
of departments a:rd a proliferation of private
landholders. At the same time it rendered the local
authorities impotent to address the problems. The
level of management was reduced to the lowest
common denominator.

In 1985 the Queensland Government responded to
the public demands of the previous decade for better
management. Management of Fraser Island is beiag
coalesced again. A similar authority on Moreton
Island has been foreshadowed.

Following special legislation passed by the
Queensland Partament, from lst December, 1985
Fraser Island falls under the control of the Fraser
Island Recreation Authority (FIRA). FIRA is a body
which will divide management responsibilities
between just two departmeuts; the National Parks and

Wildlife Service and the Forestry Department. Fees
will be charged to all island visitors other than
residents and people workiag there. Permits are
needed prior to visiting the island from either of the
Authority if it is iatended to traverse or to camp
there. The problem is to reduce the number of
authorities with jurisdiction on the island. The
Queensland Government has declared that the
Authority is not going to address land-use, it is just
going to "control the visitors to the island"- At least
this is seen as besinnirg to address some of the more
critical management problems.

In L984, there was some attempt to regulate the
lald-use on Moreton Island and Fraser Island in aa
extraordinary land deal. Mining companies
surrendered s66g mining lease titles there in return
for millions of dollars worth of real estate on InskiD
Point immediately to the south of Fraser Islaad.
Whilst the reduction of mioing leases is welcomed by
the conservation movement, there is still major alarm
at the prospect that m;ning could occur on the
lgrnaining leases.

OBJECTTVES OF THE SAND ISI-AND
MANAGEMENT POLICIES

There is a major dilemna over the management of
the sand islands. The principle management
decisions can only be made by the Queensland
Government or its agencies. The Queensland
Governmeat's political prescriptions for the objectives
of maragement of the Great Sandy islands are
oriented towards exploitation. The option for
s4rlmining is retained on all three islands. Logging
operations on Frasor Islaad are to be continued.

Such policies bring the Queenslaad Government
into conflict with very large sections of the community
represented by the voluntary conservation movement,
which opposes exploitation. The conservatioo
movement believes that there are most important
aesthetic, cultural, biological and geomorphological
values which deserve greater protection. They would
prefer to see the bulk of islands' area dedicated as
National Parks. They want exploitation limited.

The State government's attitude to maximization
of tourism and its reluctance to obstruct free
enterprise adds to the conflict over both la:rd use and
management. It has totally shunned this option of
having National Parks taking precedence over other
land-uses. This is also a source of continrring friction
with the advocates of conservation who regard the
sand islands as being very fragile and requiring
sensitive manasemsnt.
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people as an unacceptable environmental cost for
such higbly regarded recreation areas.

The presence and even expalsion of sandnining
on Stradbroke Island results from three factors; fustly
it is on the island which is regarded as the most
degraded of the three; secondly, it is the basis of
employment for a very signifrcant proportion of the
Stradbroke Island resideats iacluding the Aborigrnal
community; and thirdly because there is a very strong
"squatter principle" in Queensland, which gives rights
to any previous landuser.

2. Logging

This is only an issue on Fraser Island but here it
is fo"eht with the same passion and dedication as the
s2ldmining issue or the canpaign to prevent the
continued loeging of the tropical tainforest in Nofth
Queensland. Moreton Island and Stradbroke Island
do not have commercial forests. It is the presence of
the commercial forest which is effectively preventing
the declaration of the most attractive and significant
palts of Fraser Island as National Park.

3. Subdivisions and cr€eping urbanisation

This is really an issue which is most orninous on
Stradbroke Island where the public auction of Crown
land a few years ago yielded an unexpected bonanza
which has spurred on a rapid release of Crown land
and encouraged the Queensland Governmeut to move
to construct a new bridge across Moreton Bay. The
Laads Administration Commission does not appear
to have any clear policy on the release of land other
than to maximize its cash return from lald sales or to
satisfy political requests.

It is this desire to realize the cash values of land
that appea.rs to underlie the Queensland
Governmont's determination to build a bridge to
Stradbroke Island arrd to destroy i1s lsnaining
isolation. Slradbroke Islaad, already the most
seriously degraded island of the three, will suffer
irrepairable danage if the bridge is built, as currently
seems most likely.

Squatting has occurred with seeming innunity
on both Moreton Island and Fraser Island. The
Lands Administration Commission seems unable to
remove ary determined squatter who calls its bluff.
Worse, there is now an established practice of
rewarding squatters with either cash or legal tenure
elsewhere in bids to coerce them to move voluntarily.

Tourist resorts such as Orchid Beach and
Eurong on Fraser Island and Tanga.looma on
Moreton Island are expanding rapidly. What began
as isolated hotels catering for those seeking seclusion

in remoteness have now become identified with
creatiag enlarged urban complexes arouud them with
consequential environmental degradation, For
example to cater for the demands of the Eurong
Resort followiag drarnatic iacreases in the cost of
diesel fuel, the local electricity authodty is proposiag
to establish a swathe of destruction along the
foredunes of more than 80 kilometres.

The establishmont of properly orgafized
camping areas is vital to the long term management of
the islands but there is no coherent policy which
could achieve that. Instead there is a catering to
private developers who can sell plausible stories of
what they will do if given title to a bit of land which
they have "selected".

Added to these tbree major issues which many
regard as incompatible with the long term use of the
sardmasses are a number of lesser but still sisnificant
issues. These include:

a. Prevention of introduction of injurious agencies.
'I'he impact of Cane toads (Bufo mainus) on all
islands, feral goats, horses and pigs on Moreton
Island, the impact of brumbies and to a much
lesser e(ent feral cattle on Fraser Island and the
effect of feral cats and dogs needs to be
addressed. Attempts to remove the feral cattle
on Fraser Island as part of the
tuberculosis-brucellosis campaigu early in 1985,
were not successfirl and some "scrubbers"

remain. There was such a public outrage when it
was suggested that the brumbies be removed
from Fraser Island in 1974 that the authorities
backed off. A similar controversy occurred
when authorities attempted to eliminate feral
aaimals from Moreton Island. Pigs were
elimhated but some brumbies and goats remain.

The largest problem exists on Stradbroke Island
where there is no control of public access and
there is a busy roll-on/roll-off ferry service and a
network of segled roads for conventional
vehicles. This'hakes the dispersal of feral
animals and ominous menace. There are feral
cats, dogs foxes and fish (Gambusin) all having
an adverse impact. It is believed that feral dogs
may have eliminate d the fuile wallaby
population.

On Fraser Islaad, dingoes have kept domestic
dogs under control and there is vfutually no
evidence of feral cats. The Fraser Island
Recreation Authority has indicated that it will
now prevent any domestic cats from being taken
to the island under any circumstances. However
the Authority refuses to address the more vexed
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Island. The complexities of proliferation of
authority described above, has so far prevented
establishment of any adequate alternative to the
present uncontrolled foredune camprng
practices.

The need for better environmental impact
assessment of any new project on the sand
islands must be recognized ard practised. Too
frequently shortcuts are taken deliberately by
persons who work on the prenise that "It is
easier to beg forgiveness than obtain prior
approval". Under this practise roads are
widened, gravel is introduced to the sardmass
with the impact on the water quality and the risk
o[ pathogens, ard clearing occurs
indiscriminately. The process is assisted by the
lack of clear authority aod responsibility for
control alrd the predjudice in Queensland
agaiust any form of mandatory environmental
assessment. It is made worse by the lack of
mechanisms for public iravolvement in the
planning processes, As a result even statuatory
authorities such as Telecom are negligent ilr
applyilg proper environmental evaluations.

The management of people and traffic has
become an increashg role for thc police. Potty
larceny, drunheness and, most of all, loutish
recklessuess in vehicles, has increased alarmhgly
during the past five years on the sand islards.
There has been a longstanding police prcsence
on Stradbroke Island but Moreton Island and
Fraser Island, where any policc presence was
until reccutly regnrded as superflous, are now
regarded as needing police during busy times.
The Police Department is now plandug to
establish a Police Station on Fraser Island.

Exparsion of National PaLrks. The most urgent
issue ir management policies for all tbree islands
is the expansion of the existing National Parks.
This is seen as a tnore or lcss permareot
resolution to many of the land use problems.

This would also bring maragement under the
control of one authorify.

Restriction of acccss. The factor which has most
aided the retention of the naturalness of the
islands has been their relative isolation. The
management problems have dramatically
accelerated with the greater vehicle access by
more ferries. The provision of bridges as
proposed for Stradbroke Island would create tho
heaviest impact yet on these fragile ecosystems.

CONCLUSION

The three major offshore islands of south east
Queenslald are very inportant. They are impo ant
to the commuDity as largely natural areas of great
attraction which are ideally suited and conveniently
located for recreation. They are very importalt
biologically. They are extremely significant in
geomorphic terms. Two islands, Moreton Island and
Fraser Island, have retained their essential natural
character and are being sought alrnost ir their
entirety as National Parks. Stradbroke Island is more
degraded as a rcsult of heavier settlement and more
extensive sandmining but there is still a strong
pressure for much greater areas to be dedicated as
National Park rather than behg opened up to more
subdivision.

The attitude of the Queensland Government has
been the largest sirgle obstacle to the management of
these sand islands. It has been unsympathetic to
conservation. Therefore conservationists ald others
have increasingly turned to the Commonwealth
Government to inpleme nt policies which would
guarartee less exploitive management and preserve
the natural character of these islands. The mail
objective is to ensure lhat future generatioos can
enjoy the enorrnous recreational potential of these
islar:ds in a relatively undisturbed state.
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