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that had priority. The Little Barrier move was only
additional security.

Briaa continued by explainiag that some
translocations are not as successful as others,
Recent stitchbirds transfers have beeu disappointing
since, after initial establisbment, numbers have
declined. This may be due to a shortage of food at
certain times during the year under uausual weather
pattems, etc. The question is being studied. He also
suggested that 30 birds is the minimum figure for
trarsfers if this is possible. In the case of
endangered species it is often necessary to tra$fer
considerably less than this number. Harry inquired
whether a "stud book" was kept for our
translocated species. This was not done but in some
cases where small populations are involved this
vfutually occurs, e.g. black robin. However, the
mail ain is to increase numbers as quicklv as
possible.

The question of re-introducing plants was
discussed and it was suggested that tissue cultures
may be a suitable way of avoiding the introduction of
undesirable pathogens. Tony Robinson suggested
that there were some problems in that the species you
clone may have no resembla:rce to the wild
population.

David Rounsevell asked whether translocation
was anything more than buying time. Harry saw it as
something one may be forced to do or a way of
insuring future security. He did question the

possibility of sbilling animals from one region to
another. However, some species have been saved by
this method. TherE are New Zealand examoles and
others from the Pacific.

Harry also inquired whether we should examine
the genetics of endangered species before doing
further traaslocations. The developnent of new
technology is increasing the scope of work that can
be uadertaten in this freld. Brian pohted out that
restrictions have been made in relation to movins
kiwis because geoetic studies involving blooJ
protein analysis by electrophoresis have sho*n that
there may be three distinct t)?es of North
Island brown kiwi. Insufficient genetic
heterozygosity could also be a factor but if the
individuals transferred are genetically diverse and
the population grows quickly, there should be no
long-term problems. Many island populations
urdoubtedly established naturally from a very
small number of individuals and this seems to
i-odicate that few problems will arise.

Tony pohted out that, dcspite the large number
of islands, few options werc available for transfer of
mainland animals. Brian agreed that islands are a
limited resoluce, particularly islands that are
large enough to ensure long-term survival. While
translocation is a management tool applicable in
some circumstarces, it is not the prinary objective.
This must be to preserve existing habitats and the
species withia them.
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