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potential damaging forms of use, such as the
construction and use of shacks. This approach has
achieved some success on isla:rds off the Westsrn
Australian coastline, with squatteis occupying shack
graduatly leaving once their [cence or lease has
expired.

All workshop members agreed that the
suweillaace necessary to achieve a satisfactory level of
control and guidance of public use was not cunently
available.

MANAGING TRADITIONAL USE

The problems of maragirlg traditional use and
ifelming traditional users of the conservation values
of an island, or group of islands, was identfied by all
workhop members. Although traditional use is
ditticu.lt to define, it must be recognised as a valid
form of public use. As such, total protection is an
unrealistic goal. Management plans identi$ing an
acceptable range and level of uses provide a solution.

Joint management arrd formulatiou of
maragement pla:rs is one of tle best ways of
informi',g traditional users of the conservation values
of an area as well as rationalishg the level of use. In
Australia joint management plans have been
developed for several national park in the Northern
Teritory. The development of these plans has been
based on the use of a planning matrix to compare
conservation needs with the aspfuations/perceptions of
the traditional users. In this way areas of conflict can
be identified and moves instigated to resolve them.

SOCIAL RESEARCH AND MONITORING

Socia.l research is necessary to fhstly, hvestigate tle
capabfity of a site to support various levels of use
without unacceptable levels of damage to the
environment, aad secondly, to determile the demand
for particular forms of use. Once information is
available on these two aspects, the suitabfity of a site
for a particular form of use can be determined.

The need for monitoring is now widely accepted.
However, the inportance of monitoring tle success,
or otherwise, of management practices, particulady
those related to public use, deserves special emphasis.
This could involve, for example, monitoring the
effectiveness of interpretive facilities. Social
monitoring may range from regular counts of visitor
numbers to more detailed data collection to
determine the imFact of a particular form of
recreational use.

THE REGIONAL SETTING AND
PLANNING IN A RE,GIONAL CONTEXT

plenning in a regional context (i.e. local, state,
national ald international) is essential if the
conservation values of islands are to be protecte{
whilst at the sane time meeting recreational demand.
Planning must be based on a recogrrition of regional
demands, as well as the suitability of parts of all
island, or of an island in a group, for particular forms
of public use. In this way more sensitive areas or
islaads can be protected by directing use to less
sensitive sites.

This serves to emphasise the importancs of
regional planning independent of tenure. In this way,
for exanple on multiple-use islands, private
enterprise could be encouraged to absorb the
majority of use, thus keeping areas of high
conservation value relatively free of disturbance.

Zoning was suggested as a successful teclnique
for optimising resource use and management. Zoning
should be based on a stratification of uses and areas.
The workshop agreed on the importance of zoning,
although it may necessitate some sacrifice of
conservation values in certain areas.

The workhop concluded that pla;rned
maragement of public use, particulady in regard to
the optinisation of resources at the regional level, was
essential for the conservation of island values. An
htegral part of this plan"i"g is the provision of
internretive facilities and material.
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