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RECNOTES : WINTER '83

During May, the inaugural Recreation Training School was held in
Pemberton. An officer from each Division, including Kununurra and
Kalgoorlie, as well as a private consultant, and representatives
from the National Parks Authority and Department for Youth, Sport
& Recreation, attended. Phil Durell from Walpole division reports
on the success of the school.

Also in this issue:

Sue's Bridge - Successful Planning
& Implementation .. Ron Miragliotta
Margaret River

Lake Kununurra Classic .o .ee .o Chris Done
Kununurra

The Murray Valley - .o .es Wayne Schmidt

Landscape Seminar Report ... P e Eugene Herbert

Recreation Manuals .o . .. Peter Henderson

Are the Chips Up, Down or Sideways? “ee The Insidious Bug

(guess who?)
Jargon or Not to Jargon e “ e “ e

Pemberton Forest Drive . e .e. ‘e Rae Burrows

We apologise for the late publication of this winter edition; but

then, spending a million or so dollars does tend to keep one busy...

Eds.
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RECREATION TRAINING SCHOOL

Philip Durell

It was early in the morning just as the sun was rising, I heard the
clank of tins of Mission Brown in the valley below. As recreation
officers from each division made their way to Pemberton. This was
the beginning of a new era in forest recreation planning.

The school opened with an address by Chief of Division Hewett. He
outlined the motives of the course and the approach now adopted by
the Department on recreation and tourism.

During the course lectures, tins of mission brown together with post
and rail fences were gradually yielded for the recreation guidelines
manual and 1:1000 scale site planning maps.

Soon enough attitudes were changed to begin thinking about varied
recreational usage rather than the same 0ld style of 'picnic table

and barbecue' sites. This came about by lectures from people involved
with the Forests Department, Department for Youth, Sport & Recreation,
National Parks and a private park landscape designer.

The school accumulated all this knowledge for an actual planning
exercise at Greens Island. The varied and ‘'different’ ideas that
came forward from the syndicate exercises indicated that the
recreation officers now had opened their minds to a new dimension
in forest recreation site planning.



SUE'S BRIDGE : SUCCESSFUL PLANNING & IMPLEMENTATION

F/R Ron Miragliotta
Margaret River

Due to its tranquility and aesthetic attraction, Sue's Bridge has,
for many years, been a favourite recreation and camping site for
vast numbers of locals and tourists.

Because of the strong public demand and consequent degradation of

the river environment at Sue's Bridge, Busselton Division and
Extension Branch have recently produced a recreation site development
Plan. When fully implemented, the plan will help to meet the
recreational requirements of the public and the environmental
management objectives of the Department. To date, the works programme
has not been completed owing to a shortage of funds. However, most

of the major developments have been implemented.

The site has been divided into two levels. The lower level, or river
terrace, has no vehicle access. This area is designed to cater for
Picnickers and tourists without the disruption and damage caused by
vehicles. Tables, barbecues and bins have been installed. Parking
and car camping facilities are contained on the upper level. The
parking bays are conveniently located along the main access road and
are connected to the picnic site by short walk trails. The camping
bays are individually placed along a one-way ring road, and each
contains a fireplace, table and bin. The area is surrounded by
moderately dense jarrah/marri forest, providing a peaceful and private
recreation area.

In the near future, we intend to provide toilet facilities, complete
construction of the camping bays (tables, fireplaces, sullage pits,
andeffect title, directional and information signs. The work will be
done when funds become available.

When the development has been completed, Sue's Bridge recreation area
will provide high quality facilities for many campers and picnickers
whilst still maintaining its tranquility and aesthetic attraction.



LAKE KUNUNURRA CLASSIC or DAM - T - DAM

Chris Done
Kununurra

March, 1981, saw the inaugural dinghy race from below the Ord Dam at
Lake Argyle to the Ski Beach on Lake Kununurra near the Diversion Dam.
The race was cover 54km of the Ord River and the first two-thirds of

the distance covered was through magnificent gorge country with long
riverpools separated by very shallow rocky or muddy sections up to

80 metres in length. Floating weed, almost thick enough to walk on,
provided an extra hazard but careful reconnaissance in the weeks before
the race had shown that there was a right way/wrong way to tackle each
of these obstacles.

The field of about 22 dinghys in two classes (up to 10 h.p. and 10-25 h.p.)
was started in pairs at five minute intervals and the last to leave was
the 3.1 metre borrowed aluminium punt of Scott and Done powered by my

new 16 h.p. Tohatsu. We were matched against a 3.7 metre aluminium

dinghy with a 25 h.p. motor but got away from them at the start and

didn't see them again till they finished hours later.

"See you in four or five hours", said the starter.
"Like hell", we thought, "we'll be down thre in two with any luck!"

It wasn't long before we began passing the smaller boats and using our
hard earned local knowledge we were able to get through the worst of the
weed beds with perhaps a little less effort than some other competitors.
Imagine the looks on the faces of one crew who had battled through a
S0-metre section of weed to within 10 metres of its end only to see us
follow their track and skim past them into the open waters beyond.

When we got to. shallow water we got out, picked up the boat and ran
collapsing into the boat in the next pool. We didn't have time to look
at the scenery and slowed down only briefly when passing a bloke with
his three girl, topless crew. (a likely story! Ed.)

Eventually we made it to open water and at nearly 50 km/h we were able
to pass the few boats remaining in front and pull into the Ski Beach
about 2 hrs and 5 mins after leaving the "top dam". The startled
officials had to run down to meet us and it seemed ages until the next
boat arrived. It had been exhausting but it was a great feeling to
have clocked the fastest time and won the race outright as well as
being first in the class.

March, 1982, brought the second running of the event and again we did
well, passing many boats in the arduous upper reaches. We lost about

5 minutes when a shear pin broke and jammed but once mobile again,
rejoined the race with extra keenness so that by the time we got to
Spillway Creek only five boats were in front of us. One by one we
Pegged them back until there was only one in front, a super lightweight,
super fit father and son crew with a 6 h.p. motor and the same punt
which we had used in the previous year. We couldn't catch them and they
pulled in twenty minutes in front of us taking out the line honours and
the handicap event, leaving us with the fastest time (2 hrs 7 mins) and
first in our class.



March of 1983 found me with a new crew (David Rose having taken Ian
Scott's place) and a new punt (I had to buy my own since I'd run out
of "friends" to borrow from). There were some other changes too, the
most significant being that the P.W.D. had, on the morning of the
event, opened the three valves at the base of the Ord Dam, raising the
water level in the river by over a metre and thus eliminating the "get
out and carry" sections as well as opening up the weed beds a fair bit.

There was some new, highly profressional competition too, Darwin boats
with souped up motors and $300 racing, weed cutting props. These crews
would be especially hard to beat since the water was so high.

Off we went and just around the first bend, not happy with our performance,
T started to fiddle with the throttle control to get a bit more speed.
Another boats' wake upset things and we were once again the first to
finish - this time only 500 metres from the start, upside down with a
swamped motor and all the tools lost!

Ah well, next vear .........ivevennnn.

Epilogue: The Darwin boats cleaned up the locals and set new records
for fastest times in both classes.



SIX LITTLE HORSES.

The Dam-T-Dam was on again,

Come blistering sun or driving rain,

And the boats lined up on the beach below
The Argyle Dam, all set to go.

Now a Gruesome Two of previous fame

Were set to win it all again,

With sixteen horses clamped on aft,

They smiled with confidence at their craft.

A speed machine, of that no doubt,
And they were sure no craft about
Could match their speed on open water;
Win this race, well hell! they 'orta!

But upon the beach there now appeared
The single craft that they most feared.
Six tiny horses seemed pretty weak

But Storey sat in the driver's seat.

'Little Poppy' was this craft's name
And racing was it's favourite game.

But Storey was of lighter frame

Than the Gruesome Two, of previous fame.

"We'll wait for you till you come in",
Cried giant Scott with evil grin.

But the starter's voice rang loud and clear
And Little Poppy leaped into gear.

The smile upon Scott's face now faded,
And looks with Done were quickly traded.
"Damn it, Scott, he's on the plane!
Well, come on man, pray for raini"

"I hope he sinks, or hits a rock,

Goes up a creek, or drops a prop".
"Well move it Done, it's our turn now,
We've got to catch that little cow!™

But John and Rob were fully versed
And the mighty Ord could do her worst.
O'er rapids, rocks, and mud and weed
"Little Poppy" held her lead.

The day saw others come unstuck
As dinghies bogged in oozey muck
And aluminium left on jagged rocks,
from dented hulls and busted props.

A sickening crunch saw a shear pin go,

And a prop change then, proved too slow.
Five minutes lost, for the prop had stuck,
And "Big Red" cursed their rotten luck.



But now downstream on flatter reaches,
"Poppy" flew past muddy beaches.

The little six was open wide

Hell! could this little boat ride!

Now a rueful eye Rob kept behind,

For he knew that Scott must soon unwind
Those sixteen horses, for his time

To beat them to that finish line.

By spillway Done was seeing red

With Storey still well up ahead.

"Well, Scott, if we don't see them soon,
I'll make you swim, you big baboon!"

But then the pump house came in view

And Rob and John felt thrills anew.

They knew they had won, for Done and Scott,
Behind them still, they could not see.

Now on the beach the happy pair

With cheering crowd and can of beer,

Welcome Chris and Ian as they beach their boat,
Once, the fastest thing afloat.

With friendliness once more restored,
They swap tales of coming down the Ord;
And over drinks and much good cheer,
Vow to meet again next year!

John Storey



THE MURRAY VALLEY

Wayne Schmidt

Readers may recall the article by Tony Raven in the Autumn, 1982 issue
of Recnotes concerning some of the problems arising from increasing
recreational use of the Murray Valley. The impact of recreational
activities, such as 'wild' camping, which are occurring in other areas
of State forest have similarly been reported in previous issues (Brian
Moss, Winter '82; Ian 0ld, Spring '82; Jack Bradshaw, Autumn '83).

We are now witnessing what in some areas could perhaps be described as
an explosion in the growth of forest recreation activity. This growth
has unfortunately been accompanied by numerous management problems and
has resulted in the degradation of many of the Department's recreation
areas and facilities. At the same time, there has been increasing
conflict among various recreation groups who visit State forest for
widely varying and oftentimes highly incompatible purposes. These
problems are not new nor are they insurmountable given adequate planning
and management inputs.

In the case of the Murray valley, Dwellingup staff have recently under-
taken the first steps in providing for the planned long term development

of recreation areas and facilities. The initial task, that of assessing

the recreational opportunities and needs which exist throughout the

Division and subsequently preparing a working plan which specifies the

type, location, scale and timing of future developments, has been completed.
This plan, which covers the 5-year period from 1983-88, has been prepared

by Tony Raven according to a format specified in the Northern Region's
Recreation Framework Plan. Other divisions have commenced the development
of their own recreation working plans and several are now nearing completion.

Apart from being the first such divisional document of its type, the
Dwellingup Recreation Working Plan is also notable in terms of the scope
and scale of development envisaged. Implementation of the plan will, over
the next 5 years, entail the expenditure of approximately $750 000 on
development projects designed to accommodate such uses as tent camping,
picnicking, bushwalking, canoeing, nature study and some 15-20 other
activities. The plan also breaks new ground in terms of the level of
staffing proposed to plan and oversee recreation development and
maintenance work in the division.

Implementation of the Dwellingup plan commenced in July and has been aided
by the employment of 5 people under the Commonwealth's Special Employment

Relief Project Assistance (SERPA) Scheme. It was recently announced that

an application to employ an additional 9 persons on recreation work in

the Division this financial year under the same scheme has been approved.

In conclusion, the success of Dwellingup's planning efforts in recreation
remains to be assessed. Whatever the outcome, the Division has, with
relatively little input from Regional or Specialist staff, initiated positive
steps to overcome the problems resulting from growing recreational

pressures and the previous lack of planned development.



LANDSCAPE SEMINAR REPORT

Eugene Herbert

The Forests Department held an in-house Landscape Seminar on 11 May,
1983. The objectives of this seminar were to:

(a) Reveal the development and implementation procedures involwved
with a Forest Landscape Management Programme;

(b) Discuss the latest developments in Forest Landscape Assessment
- an integral factor of the overall programme;

(c) Demonstrate the practical worth of the programme to everyday
forest management - the Forest Commission of Victoria's Visual
Management System.

Guest speakers included Mr Dennis Williamson, Landscape Planner, from
the Forest Commission, Victoria. Dennis has been involved with the
Commission's Forest Landscape Management Programme (an adaptation of
the U.S. Forest Service's system) and explained its development and
implementation in Victoria. He also successfully demonstrated the
practical worth of the programme to the management of Victorian
forests.

Professors Rachel and Stephen Kaplan, Environmental Psychologists from
the University of Michigan, spoke about Landscape Assessment techniques
and their input to the Forest Landscape Management System. Their
methodology involves public participation to determine preference
studies which highlighted the preference differences that often exist
between experts (foresters etc) and the public.

Landscape architects Wayne Schmidt and Eugene Herbert spoke at the
seminar and outlined the Department's Landscape Management Programme.
The development of this programme will be dependent on adapting the
F.M.I.S. computer mapping programme to do the mapping of ranked Visual
Quality Zones (importance zones) throughout State forest.

In conclusion, feedback received after the seminar indicated that it
had been successful in explaining the practical worth of a Landscape
Management Programme and in demonstrating the obvious need for its
implementation in W.A. forests.



RECREATION MANUALS

Peter Henderson

As you all know, the Department's Recreation Operations Manual and
Sign Manual were distributed for comment during the recent training
school. Since the school, numerous constructive comments have been
received and a final copy of the Operations Manual is now in

Preparation. The Sign Manual is still under review, however no
major alterations are anticipated.

Both manuals will be printed on loose~leaf waterproof paper and
have been designed for use by overseers and field staff

Bouquets to Phil, Merv and the gang at Walpole for their recreation

development at the Valley of the Giants and in particular for the new
3-sided whiz bang information shelter.

Ed.
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IS THE FORESTS DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA READY FOR THE COMPUTER AGE?

or

ARE THE CHIPS UP, DOWN OR SIDEWAYS?

The Insidious Bug

This can best be judged by utilising the following documentationalised
approach to the technological methodology of electronic computational
devices. In any multi-tasking software environment with printer
supported disk-file formatting, there is bound to be some I/0 error

on the SPH/354. This is due to the partially populated 64K bubble
memory with extended serial port addressing written in CBASIC2. Of
course, networking potential can be enhanced by 183.4 mips if the 2.4
megabyte disk controller with real-time enhancements on board is inter-—
faced with programmable function keys. Further, 16-bit operation is
best evaluated by managerial hands-on experience with a fourth-generation
language, and the user interface-server can be connected to the central
computational component. The DBMS can perform subfield and multifield
searches on any UNIX orientated operating system, and the user-friendly
protocol for timesharing is superlative. The future growth path is
probably through optional double density disks for 84-column screen
formatting, with enhanced bootstrapping and power-down procedures for
CP/M and MSDOS compatibles.

P.S. Reprints of this article can be obtained from the source file by
initiation of back-up procedures on a digitally operated informational
image-producing device with hard-copy cellulose-based output
documentation.

P.P.S. Don't forget to swit ... - er - to initialise power-up procedures
before attempting to process the documentational image-producing
procedure protocols.

P.P.P.S. For further reading see "The King's New Suit of Clothes" by
Hans Christian Andersen.

P.P.P.P.S. There is absolutely no truth in the rumour that when this

was shown to a member of the Computer Policy Committee, he nodded gravely
and recommended the formation of a project team and the employment of a
consultant.
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JARGON OR NOT TO JARGON

PAGING

Below are two descriptions of the paging process, an arrangement used to

increase the effective memory capacity of a computer.

The description

on the left uses traditional computer terminology; the description on the
right is parallel, item by item, but replaces the jargon with concrete
and familiar terms.

The Paging System - Rules

1.

10.

11.

Any computer job can have up
to 16 777 216 bytes of memory
at once.

Memory is divided into pages of
4096 bytes each.

Pages are stored either in the
real memory or on a paging device.
The real memory is almost too
small to hold all the pages.

There is only one real memory
(eight million bytes of storage)
and four principal paging devices
(IBM 2305 fixed-head file storage
units). All the jobs share them.

Each byte has an address.

What you do to bytes is to
reference (i.e. store data in or
fetch data from) them. Jobs take
turns referencing.

Jobs can reference only their
own bytes, not anybody else's.

Bytes can be referenced only when
they're in real memory.

Only the operating system (i.e.

MTS, the supervisor, and paging-
device program) knows whether a

byte is in real memory or on the
paging device.

The longer a byte (or a page) goes
without being referenced, the less
recently used it is said to become.

The way a job gets bytes is to
request them from the system.
Memory is allocated in groups of
eight bytes (doublewords) to make
the system's recordkeeping process
easier.

The Crafting Game - Rules

1.

10.

11.

You can have up to sixteen
million things. So can every-
body else.

Things are kept in crates that
hold 4 096 things each. Things
in the same crate are called
cratemates.

Crates are stored either in the
workshop or a warehouse. The
workshop is almost always too
small to hold all the crates.

There is only one workshop and
four warehouses. Everybody
shares them.

Each thing has its own thing number.

What you do with a thing is to zark
it. Everybody takes turns zarking.

You can zark only your things,
not anybody else's.

Things can be zarked only when
they're in the workshop.

Only the Thing King knows whether
a thing is in the workshop or in
one of the warehouses.

The longer a thing goes without
being zarked, the grubbier it is
said to become.

The way you get your things is to
ask the Thing King. The Thing King
gives out things only in bunches

of eight. This is to keep the
royal overhead down.

Excerpt from University of Michigan Computer Center Newsletter.

October 24, 1979, vol. 9 no. 16, p. 203.
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PEMBERTON SELF-GUIDING TOUR .

Rae Burrows

After nearly two years of being 'in the pipeline' the new Pemberton
Forests Drive Tour Guide is finally available.

The tour is a revamped version of the original written by Roger
Underwood some years ago. It has both historical and forestry interest
guiding the vehicle-borne tourist to such areas as the Brockman Sawpits,
'100 year' Forest, Big Brook Arboretum and areas of karri regeneration

of varying ages. Popular beauty spots like the Cascades, Warren National
Park and the Rainbow Trail are also included in the route.

The 5-6 hour tour has proved exceptionally popular with tourists in the

past and now with the brochure's new look and handy size, the use of
the tourist route should increase even more.

* Copy of brochure is included in back of RecNotes.
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