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ABSTMCT

Cicendia fiLifomnis is recorded as a naturalized
al ien to the f lora of  Westem Austral ia.  .
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CICENDIA ADANS. (GENTIANACEAE) NATURALI ZED
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

b y  G . J .  K E  I G H E R Y

(Kings Park Botanic  Gardens
l v e s t  P e r t h , 6 0 0 5 )

Cicertdia fiLifor+nis (L.) Delabre and C. quadrangularis (Lan.) Griseb.

have been recorded as natura l lzed in  South Austra l ia  (Black,  1965) ;  New
South Wales (Burb idge and Gray,  1.970)  and Vic tor ia  (Wi11is '  1972) .  The
species are native to Southem and Western Europe (C. fiLifonnis) and
Northern America (C. qrcLdrangularis) and can be separated by a sinple key:

Leaves l inear- lanceolate,  ca lyx ovoid,
ribs not pronlnent - L .  rL  La ro rmLs

Leaves ovate,  ca lyx ovoid wi th four
proninent ribs - C. quadtangularis

A11 specinens coLlected in  Western Austra l ia  agree wi th Cicend. ia

fil ifonnis. Since both species occur in South Australia, it can be
anticipated that C. qztadz'anguLaTis will be found in Western Australia in
the future.  Conplete descr ip t ions and i l lust rat ions of  both taxa can be
found in  Black (1965)  and addi t ional  notes in  Eich ler  (1965) .

ECOLOGY AND DI S'IRI BUT ION

Known col lect ions are conf ined to the Swan Coasta l  P la in and Dar l ing
Scarp.  However,  the snal l  s ize of  the p lant  nay account  for  i tsr  be lng
over looked and large range extensions are ant ic ipated.

With in the range repor ted below,  Cicendia is  found in  winter-wet  so i ls
(clay swanps or granite rnoss swards on Red Hill) which have an ephemeral
annual cover and few shrubs, The areas where the species is found show
s i g n s  o f  d i s t u r b a n c e  ( t r a c k s ,  f i r e s ,  o r  g r a z i n g )  a n d  t h e  s p e c i e s  d o e s  n o t
appear to invade undisturbed bushland.

The ear l iest  record for  Western Austra l la  appears to  be f rom
Yundurup (B.M.J.  Hussey)  in  October ,  1972.  Other ,  Ia ter  co l lect ions have
been f rorn Bul lsbrook,  J .R.  Martyn Reserve 15 kn nor th of  Mid land,  Red Hi l l '
and Univers i ty  Reserve Orange Grove.

At Orange Grove and Red Hi11, plants are autogamous and self fertile;
no vectors were not iced v is i t ing the f lowers.  Seed is  sna11 and probably
dispersed by wind.
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