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ABSTRACT

Ihe occuv,rence of a Lavge patch of tmcLeared Banksia-
Xylornelun oegetabion an AeLLou sandg soil i.s reported. Such
uegebat'Lon Lns been Larg ely cLeared fot: agrLculture. About 1a0
species of rnti.ue plants Lnue been recorded for the area. The
desirabilil;y to ensLre the perpetuitu of this parcel of Land in
its uncleared condition is noted,

Large blocks of uncleared land are scarce in the central and western
wheat  bel t  areas of  Western Austra l ia .  Those that  do renain are of  especia l
and increasing value because they represent ,  to  the post-p ioneer  generat ions,
a 1 j - t t le  of  what  the landscape was l ike when the f i rs t  agr icu l tura l  set t lers
came to nake thei r  l iv ing.  Sone of  these uncleared b locks are held by publ ic
Author i t ies for  the speci f ic  purpose of  f lora and fauna conservat ion,  but
there are a lso sone very va luable ones that  are pr ivate ly  owned.  Sone in
the la t ter  category have been spared c lear ing because the owner apprec iated
the r ich wi ld f lower d isp lays prov ided by the nat ive bush,  and he res is ted
the temptat ion to c l -ear  everyth ing.  Now he has a resource of  considerable
value to the her i tage of  both h is  fami ly  and h is  country .

One such b lock of  uncleared,  pr ivate ly-owned land was d iscovered dur ing
the course of  mapping the vegelat ion for  the Corr ig in  area.  I t  l ies about
1 7  k n  N E  o f  B r o o k t o n ,  ( n e a r  3 2 " 1 4 t S  1 a t .  a n d  1 1 7 " 0 5 ' E  1 o n g . ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,
from aerial photographs, the area appeared to be a shrubland. As areas of
such vegetation are not cornrnon ln thls part of the wheatbelt, we set out to
exanine i t  on the ground.  We found i t  to  be owned by Messrs.  C,W. & K. I ,
B lechynden,  who gave us pern iss ion to v iew the area,  The b lock is  ent i re ly
surrounded by c leared paddocks.  0n most  s ides i t  has good fences,  but  in
some places there are e i ther  o ld or  no fences,  such that  sheep can enter .
I t  appears that  sheep penetrate very l l t t le  in to the reserve,  but  other
grazing and browsing animals (kangaroos and rabbits) were evident throughout
the area.

The vegetation turned out to be a Xylomelwn angustifalt un-Banksia
atternnta/prianates Low woodland with a thicket understorey nade up of nany
genera and species,  pr imar i ly  of  the fami l ies Proteaceae,  Myr taceae,
Leguninosae,  and Epacr idaceae,  We recorded 98 species of  p lants f ron the
area (Table 1)  .  The s i te  was of  about  200 ha.  and lay at  the top of  a  broad,
1ow hi l l .  I t  appeared to have a th ick deposi t  o f  ye l low sand,  probably  of
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aeol ian or ig in ,  b lown over  a la ter i t ic  base.  The la t ter  was exposed in  two
smal1 areas on the eastern side and was doninated by a sonewhat different
suite of plants species including e.g. Beattfot tia bt'acteosa, Melaleuca seriata,
Xanthoryho ea reflexa.

The Banksict-XglomeLum vegetation is characteristic of nany yellow sand
plarns.  I t  once occurred widely  as far  nor th as Kalbarr i  Nat j -ona1 park.  The
Brookton area is  near  i ts  southern l i rn l ts .  The patch of  vegetat ion descr ibed
here is  about  the last  renain ing uncleared por t ion of  kwongan (sandpla in,
Beard 1976)  ly ing a long the course of  the Avon River  for  40 kn to the south
east .  The b lock represents a very smal l  propor t ion of  the yel low-sandplarn
vegetat ion that  was scat tered through th is  area.

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  r e s e r v e s ,  a b o u t  5 0  k m  L o  L h e  n o r t h  e a s t  -  t h e  B a d j a ]  i n g
Nature Reserve (no.  23758 of  288 ha.)  and the South Badja l ing Nature Reserve
(no.  12355 of  41 ha.) .  Both have been inc luded in  the Western Austra l ian
Muserrmts Bio logica l  Survey of  the Western Austra l ian Wheatbel t  (MtJ ' i t :  e t  aL.
unpubl-ished) . These surveys have shown the reserves to include Banksid-
XgloneLum vegetat ion on yel low sand in  the i r  h ighest  par ts  together  wi th
other  kwongan down s lope and sal t  vegetat ion on f la ts .  0n Reserve 23758,
loc.  1 .6 appears in  the repor ts  to  be very s in i lar  in  cornposi t ion to that  on
the Bl-ech)'nden farm. Reserve 12333 does not appear to contain anything
closely sinrilar although there is one sample with Banksilz attenudtl donlnant
pLts ETemaea pauciflora and Leplto sperrnum etubescens. Even in Reserve 23758
the Banksia-Xylomelun vegetat ion is  of  re lat ive ly  l in i ted occurrence,  whereas
on the B lech) ,nden-Hai  1y parcel  i t  occupies v i r tua l ly  the whole 200 ha.  Such
a l -arge area of  one vegetat ion t )?e has a very good chance of  being sel f
susta in ing and therefore is  of  great  va1ue.

In view of the srnall number of preserved exanples of the Banksia-
Xglomelun vegetat ion in  the wheatbel t ,  i t  would be of  great  va lue to the
tangib le her i tage of  the post-p ioneer  generat ions i f  the Blechynden parcel
could be reserved in  perpetu i ty .
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TabIe 1.  P lant  species recorded dur ing a survey of  the Blechynden-Hai1y
Block.  Species narked wi th an aster isk (* )  are represented by
voucher  specimens in  the Western Austra l ian Herbar iun PERTH).

Acacia Lasiocarpa Berrth. var. byacteolat.z B.R. Maslin
*Acacia sessilispica Maiden & Blakely
*  A r -oo  : . r r  sn ' z r c r ' . : - . . . ' n "  Rcn th .
xAcacia Lasiocalyr C. Andrews
Acl:inostxobus ternrius C.A. Gardner

xAdenanthos fLauidiflot"us F. MueL l .
Alergeoz"gea sp.
Anphipogon turbinatus R.B r.
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*Andersonia breui.folia Sond .
AngiantLrus WsiLLus Benth .
Anig ozatttLas Lnmilis Lindl .

xAstrolama ? paLlidun (RH 790175)
xBaeckea ct:ispifLot:a F, Muell .
xBaeckea ? preis siann (Schau.) Donin
Banksia dtltenLnta R.BT .

*Banksi,a menziesii R.Br .
Banksia prionotes Lindl .

*Becrufortia bt:acteosa Dj:eL s
Borya nitida Labi1l.

*? B:nachgLoma (RH 79 0174 )
x Calotharmus quad:rifidus R.B'r .
*CaLg Lri;r angulata Lindl -
*Calyl;r,in brachyphglla Tvrcz .
*Calytrir strigosa A, Cunn .
Cassytl.n sp,
Casuarina Luegeliana Miq.

*Casuaz.ina tumilis otto & Dietr.
*CasuarLna micra stac@a Maq.
Caustis dioica R.Br .

*Chorizema aciculdre (DC.) C.A. Gardner
x C ono sperrnum stoecLadis Errll.
ConostyLis ter'etifolia J.W, Green

xDro sera Leucoblasta Benth.
*nt . 'nn,4rn ^nmn+h P Rr

Dryandra fraseri R.Br.
*DrganC:ra niued R.Bt .
*Dryand.z'a sessLLis (R. Br. ) Druce
xDrgandra sp. (RH 790L44)
xEremaea pcuciflora (Endl .) Druce
xGo st no LobLum hookeri Meisn.
x Gornpholobiun tomentosufi Labill .
xcreoLLlea acrabotvAa Met sn.
GreuilLea didymobotrya (End1.) Meisn.
Greui,LLea eri,o stachAa. LindL .

*Hakea Lissocarptn R.Br.

Hakea triftucatd (Sm. ) R.Br,
Hakea sp. af f .  fa lcata (RH 790136)
Harperi,a Lateniflo:na W.V. Fitzg.
Hemiandt a pungens R.Blr.

xHibbert ia Laegel i i  (Endl.)  F.  Muel l .
*Hibbez'tia sp. (RH 7 90165 )
Hypochoez,is gLabz:a L.

* lsotropis dn srrnondii Meisn.
*Jacksonia aphylla (Turcz.) Druce
* La,rrnznnia grqndiflora Lindl .
Larrnerrnia sessil;.s LindL .

*LepidoboLus preissianus Nees .
* Lepto spermum. erubescens Schau.
Lepto spevnilln spinescens EndL .

xLeucopogon sp. (RH 7 90I7I)
xLeoenhookia dubia Sond .
*Lhotzkya uiolacea LindI .
*Lorocarya fascictTaLo (R.Br.)  Benth.
Lyginia barbata R.B't: .

xLy sinerna cilkfturn R.B:r.
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MeLaleuca seriata LindL
MeLaLeuca sp. t w,ceolils F. lutuell. ex Benth,
Mesomelaena sf,ygria (R.Br.) Nees
Wehlenbeckia adpressa (Labi1l ,) Meisn.

*N euz,achne alopecw:oides R.Bt .
NuAtsia J 'Lo?ibunda (Labi l lJ R. Br.

* )percuLat:i,a uagirttta Labil1 .
Pentaschistes ai,xoides (Nees) Stapf .
Petxophile ericifoli,a R,Bt .

*Pett:ophiLe medi,a R.Br .
*Petrophile sq.m71a1;a R.BT .
* Pimelea fLoribunln l{ei sn.
*Pinelea suaueolens (Endl .) Meisn.
Schoenus curt; ifoliu s (R.Br.) Benth.
Schoerws globif ez. Nees

*Schoemts herandzus F. Muell. ex R. Tate
* Stackhousia pubescens A. Rich.
Stipa sp.
Stiz,Lingia Lati,folia (R. Br. ) Steud.

* Stylidiwn bulbifezwn Benth.
x StyLidium piLiferun R.Bt .
* Stglidiun repens R.Br.
Stylidium sp.
Syrnphea petioLaris R.Br.
Ursinia anthqnoides (L.) Gaertn.

*Verticoyida acez,osa LindL.
*Verticoy'dia bz,otmit (Desf ,) DC.
*V erticoydia ? cy'tz,gsantVn EndL.
*Vez,tico:rdi.'z insi,gnis EndI .
*Ve?ticot'dia picta EndL .
Xanthot z'hoea z,eflexa Herbert
Xglomelum angusti,foliun Kippist G Meisn.
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