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SHORT NOTES

SELLIERA RADICANS CAV. (GOODENIACEAE), A NEW RECORD FOR WESTERN AUSTMLIA

This creeping perennia l  has been col lected near  Crusoe Beach,  Wi lson
In1et ,  east  of  Denmark (N.G.  Marchant  s .n.  4 th March 1977,  voucher  specimen
in PERTH). It was found growing on a muddy flat underneath paper-barked
MelaLeuca t rees wi th var ious sedges and Lobel ia  a lata.  The haLi tat  is
per iod ica l ly  inundated wi th estuar ine uater  and may receive f resh water
f rorn seepages at  low t lde.

SeLLLera y,adLctrns is native to coastal regions frorn Kalgaroo tsland
and Eyre Peninsula in  South Austra l ia  to  the Sydney region,  the Bass
Stra i t  is lands and Tasnanla.  I t  is  a lso found on the North and South
is lands of  New Zealand as wel l  as Stewart  Is land and in  Chi le .  South
Aner ica (Krause 1912 )  .

The only  known Western Austra l ian occurrence is  near  a srnal l  f ish ing_
boat anchorage a few kiloneters away fron any habitation. The area is
qui te  undis turbed and i t  is  not  1 ike1y that  Sel l i .era has been in t roduced
by man to the local i ty .  The in i t ia l  co l lect ion was ster i le ,  i ts  ident i ty
was conf i rned af ter  cu l t ivat ion and subsequent  f lower ing in  per th
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MATTHIOLA (R.BR. IN) AIT. (BRASSICACEAE) NATURALIZED IN WESTERN AUSTMLIA

Matth ' io la  incana (L. )  A i t . ,  the cornmon garden stock,  a nat ive of  the
Medi terranean region,  has becorne natura l ized at  a  number of  coasta l
rocal i t ies in  the Per th netropol i tan region.  The species has been recorded
fron Frernantle (GK 2490) , Trigg Island (cK 2269) and yanchep (Dernarz 648J),
a range of  over  80 k i lometres.

General ly  the species has become establ ished on l i rnestone c l i f fs
covered by sand,  and not  on open sandy beaches.  p lants are xobust
perennia ls ,  purp le f lowered,  pers is t ing for  up to seven years and producrng
copious amounts of  seed ( they are autogamous ard sel f  fer t i le ,  Keighery.
1980) .  Many seedl ings are found dur ing winter ,  but  few surv ive thei r  f i rs f ,
sunrner drought.

MatthioLa incana has also been recorded as a naturalized alien in South
Austra l ia  by Eich l  er ,  1965.

Voucher  co l lect ions are lodged in  PERTH and KpG.
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PASSIFLON,q CAERULEA IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Passi , fLor .a caeruLea L.  (Passl f loraceae) ,  a  Braz i l ian species,  is
probably the nost  widely  cu l t ivated ornamenta l  passion f lower (Bai ley,
1937). The species is a robust woody twining shrub, bearing large blue
and white flowers during late spring and srrIrrmer.

Within Western Australia PassifLona caey.ulea has been corrunonly
cultivated via cuttings, and the specles, though rare in nodern gardens,
can be frequently encountered in abandoned gardens, farms or occasionally
road verges.  In terest ing ly  severa l  v igorous colonies have been found
growing between ra i l road l ines (e.g.  Bunbury:  GK 2827,  Cot tes loe:  GK 1859a,
and Br idgetown:  cK 3019;  Vouchers in  PERTH and KPG).  These colonies forn
tangled shrubs frorn a spreading rootstock, and benefit fron the frequent
burn ing and s lashing of  these areas.  Spread i .s  probably  v ia  vegetat ive
sect ions renoved by passing t ra ins,  or  in  so i l  renoved dur ing repai r  work
on the l i .nes.

In all localities PassifLot'a caeruLea spreads via vegetative rne ans
(rhizornes, rooted stems or fragmentation, ) fruit is rarely formed. Material
of  th is  species in  the Per th netTopol i tan area is  se l f  s ter i le ,  non
autoganous and lacks a su i tab le pol l inat ing agent .

At present, PassLfloz:a caezulea appears to be in the grey area between
a f fpers ls t ing garden escape" (as noted by Wi l l is ,  L97 2)  af i .  a  natura l ized
a1ien. It should prove an interesting subj ect to continue"flo{rf,loring.
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