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PASSIFLON,q CAERULEA IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Passi , fLor .a caeruLea L.  (Passl f loraceae) ,  a  Braz i l ian species,  is
probably the nost  widely  cu l t ivated ornamenta l  passion f lower (Bai ley,
1937). The species is a robust woody twining shrub, bearing large blue
and white flowers during late spring and srrIrrmer.

Within Western Australia PassifLona caey.ulea has been corrunonly
cultivated via cuttings, and the specles, though rare in nodern gardens,
can be frequently encountered in abandoned gardens, farms or occasionally
road verges.  In terest ing ly  severa l  v igorous colonies have been found
growing between ra i l road l ines (e.g.  Bunbury:  GK 2827,  Cot tes loe:  GK 1859a,
and Br idgetown:  cK 3019;  Vouchers in  PERTH and KPG).  These colonies forn
tangled shrubs frorn a spreading rootstock, and benefit fron the frequent
burn ing and s lashing of  these areas.  Spread i .s  probably  v ia  vegetat ive
sect ions renoved by passing t ra ins,  or  in  so i l  renoved dur ing repai r  work
on the l i .nes.

In all localities PassifLot'a caeruLea spreads via vegetative rne ans
(rhizornes, rooted stems or fragmentation, ) fruit is rarely formed. Material
of  th is  species in  the Per th netTopol i tan area is  se l f  s ter i le ,  non
autoganous and lacks a su i tab le pol l inat ing agent .

At present, PassLfloz:a caezulea appears to be in the grey area between
a f fpers ls t ing garden escape" (as noted by Wi l l is ,  L97 2)  af i .  a  natura l ized
a1ien. It should prove an interesting subj ect to continue"flo{rf,loring.
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