
1970 DUCK SEASoN RED.TAILED TROPICBIRDS
ANNOUNCED

The Hon. Minister for Fisheries and Fauna, Mr.
c. C. MacKinnon, announced on the 1lth Nov-
ember the dates for the 1970 duck shooting season.

The season wil l open at 6 p.m., Saturday, Dec-
ember 19, and close at B p.m., Sunday, January 10.
No license is required to take ducks, but a bag
iimit ot eight ducks per day will be imposed.

In making the announcement Mr. MacKinnon
emphasised that the season was earlier than the
last two seasons and would be the shortest on
record. This was because most of the inland
breeding sites were dry or near dry. Some of
the areas affected were Toolibin, Taarblin and
other lakes of the Arthur River east of Narrogin,
Oak Park at Dowerin and Lakes Unicup and Muir
in the south-west. A section of Benger Swamp
will be closed to shooters to protect broods of the
rare freckled duck. Mr. MacKinnon indicated
that this area may become a sanctuary for water-
fowl as it offered one of the most suitable breed-
ing and nesting sites for large populations of a
great variety of water birds.

The Department of Fisheries and Fauna plans
to produce a Duck Shooter's Guide prior to the
opening of the season, and this will be available,
free of charge, from the Department's metropoli-
tan and countrv offces.

TUTTANNING RESERVE INCREASED
tN stzE

The Department's wildlife sanctuary at Tuttan-
ning, near PingeUy, has been increased in area by
the acquisition of 1,600 acres. This brings the
total acreage to about 4,900. The amendment of
area was brought about by the cancellation of
three timber reserves 19125, 19126, 1912? and the
purchase of Avon Location 6931, on Lands and
Surveys Plan No. 3?88/40.

Avon Location 6931, of 160 acres, was purchased
from an adjoining land holder for the sum of
94,000. The block is uncleared and contains a
good quality bush, the main tree species being
Jam (Acacid. acuminata.), She-oak (Casuarind,
huegeliana) and White Gum. Good populations
of Tammar (Macropus eugenii) and, Woylie (Bet-
tongid, penicillato) are present as well as other
sorts of animals. The expenditure of this sum
of money to purchase land for inclusion in the
Wildlife Sanctuary reflects the importance the
Government places in this area,

By notices in tl le GoDernment Ga:-ette ot znd
October, 19?0, the purpose of the reserve was
changed from "Protection of Fauna" to ,,Con-

servation of Flora and Fauna", classifled as ',Class
A" and vested in the Western Australian Wild
Life Authority.

Tropicbirds, a familiar sight to sailors in tropical
r€gions, are a rare occurrence in the Southern
Indian Ocean.

Earlier this year Mr. Norman K. Swarbrick, of
Emu Point, Albany, was reconnoitred by nve Red-
tailed Tropicbirds whilst flshing south of Taylor
Inlet, Nanarup.

Unlike storm petrels or albatrosses they do not
follow ships but investigate boats which cross their
nath.

Tile Red-tailed Tropicbird, PlTa.ethon rubricaud,a

Commenting on the sighting, Dr. Dom Serventy
said that a colony was known to exist on Sugar
Loaf Rock (near Cape Naturaliste) and that the
llirds may have been exploring new areas to ex-
tend their breeding dlstribution.

The red-tailed tropicbird is the largest of the
three species ranging up to 40 inches in length.
The plumage is alrnost pure white or pink except
for the black eye-stripes and the red tail streamers
which, incidentally, make up about half the length
of the bird.

DISTRIBUTION OF S.W.A.N.S.
This journal is issued free of charge to various

organisations and individuals associated with con-
servation and wildlife management.

If you are not receiving an individual copy and
wish to do so, pl€ase write and request that your
name and address lre placed on the mailing l ist.

See publisher's note, column 1, page 3.
(EDITOR.)
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