
SUBMISSIONS TO THE WILDLIFE INQUIRY
In 1970 a House of Representatives

mittee was appointed to lnquire into
on Wildlife Conservation in Australia.

The Committee was asked to report

Select Com-
and report

on the fol-
low ing :

(a) The need for an urgent and comprehen-
sive survey of wildlife populations includ-
ing birds, mammals of the land and water,
and repti les, and their ecology to enable
conservation measures to be effectively
xpp l i cd  to  lh rea tened sPec ies :

(b) The adequacy of the several systems of
national parks, reserves, etc., of the States
and territories to ensure that at least the
minimum areas of the major animal habi-
tats and the wildlife of the continent are
preserved, held secu(ely, and are properly
managed in the Dational interest;

(c) The effects of pollution and the wide-
spread use of pesticides on wildlife popu-
la t ion ;

(d) The efiect on the population of kangaroos
ol the trade in meat and hides and the
efiect of other industrial exploitation on
wildlif e;

(e) The need lor international and interstate
agreements for the efiective conservatiorl
o I  m i g r J  l o r y  a  r  i m  a l s :

( f )  l h e  t h r e a l  p r c s c n t e d  l o  w i l d l i { e  b y  l h e
la  rBc  n  umbers  o f  domest  i c  an ima ls  gone
wild, particularly in northern Australia;
and

(g) The need lol a Commonwealth wildli le
conservation authority.

Under the chalrmanship of Mr. E. C. M. Fox,
M.P., the Select Committee visited Perth during
February.

Submissions were made by the Department of
Fisheries and Fauna, the Museum and a number
of other organisatioirs concerned with wildlife
and conservation.

A resumd of the Department's submissions
f  o l low.

(a) TIXE NEED FOR A SURVEY
Dr. A. A. Burbidge, Senior Research Omcer, who

put the Department's submissions, said that the
Department considered that there was a deflnite
need for a wildlife survey not oniy of birds, mam-
mals and repti les (as indicated in the Committee's
terms of reference) but also of amphibia, fresh-
water f ish, invertebrate groups, and plants, as the
aim of any conservation measure shouid be to
preserve representative ecosystems, not iust in-
dividual species.

It was indicated that a comprehensive survey
would either confirm ol disprove the present doubt
regarding the rarity of some species and enable
conservation measures to be directed toward
threatened species.

Dr. Burbidge also pointed out that l imited stafi
and f,nance prohibited the Department's research
ofncers from undertaking extensive surveys of
this type.

(b) THE ADEQUACY OF THE
SYSTEM

It was submitted that a reserve
be adequate in two main waysl

1. It should protect as wide a
systems as Possible; and

R,ESERVE

system should

r o n o a  ^ f  a . ^ -

2. The individual reserves should be ot
adequate size and should be managed so
that the flora and fauna persist. The
Department's aim in this direction has
been to obtain representative areas of the
n r i h i r i v e  p n v i r " n ' 1 m p - r  a n d  i t s  I a U n a  a n d

to retain a number of smaller reserves
w h j o h  n p r m i l  r h p  c o - e x i S t e n c e  o f  n a l i v e
species and man.

The number of reserves set aside for the con-
servation of f lora and fauna totalled 326, covering
approximately 12 mill ion acres (30,/9/1970).

These areas have been ientatively classined into
flve groups:

( 1) Primitive Areas
These areas of bushland contain all the

elements of the local f lora and fauna and
are considered large enough to maintain
this variety with a minimum of manage-
ment.

The major areas under this category
comprise eight reserves totauing 11i mil-
I ion acres.

(2) Rare Species Reserves
A. Mainl&nal Areas

Contains rare or important specles
in a relatively small area of land

one of the guliies at Two Peoples Bay Wildlife Sanctuary
(RaIe Species Reselve) whele the Noisy Sclub BiId is

found.
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solve some of the maior confl icts associ-
ated with populations on the open range
and sti l l  lead to retention of these popu-
Iations. In these circumstances controlled
exploitation is a legitimate management
practice available to Fauna Authorit ies.

Dr. Burbidge, in discussing the Western
Australian kangaroo trade, summarised
the position as follows: Uncontrolled ex-
ploitation of the difierent species of
kangaroos v/ould result in the reduction
of the existing population to fugitive
remnants on inaccessible, marginal areas
of habitat, and the collapse of the kan-
garoo trade itself. Furthermore, it appears
unlikely the removal of kangaroos in this
way would appreciably affect the econ-
omic position of the pastoral industry and
the ioss of these species would represent
the squandering of a national asset.

(2) Crocodiles
The committee was told that two spec-

ies of crocodiles exist in the north of
Western Australia. The freshwater croc-
odile is fully protected and, although it
has never been the subject of an industry,
a, considerable amount of poaching has
I . L a n  n l e r ' p  p n e n h p d  c k i n s  a r e  S O l d  i n

Queensland where exploitation of croc-
odiles is not controlled. In the past the
saltwater species was exploited but as a
result of a report by Dr. H. R. Bustard of
the Australian National University, this
c rocod i lc  has  a lso  been pro lec ted .  The
Departm€nt visualises commercial larm-
i h o  i n  f h A  f r r f r r r p

(3) Emus
An emu farming project is under way in

Western Australia and, if successful, may
become an important industry. All ani-
mals wil l be bred in captivity.

(4) Inatustrial Effects
Whether or not to permit mining on

National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries
is an area of some controversy at the mo-
ment.

T h p  D A n r r J m p n l  h r c  n . e s e n t e d  i t s  v i e w s
on this problem to the Government ap-
pointed Committee of Enquiry into the
Mining Act.
[The Department's submissions were re-
produced in S.W.A.N.S. Vol. 1 No. 2 Spdng
1970. l

(e) THE NEED FOR INTER,NATIONAL AND
INTERSTATE AGR,EEMENTS

(l) Migratory Species-International.
Df. Burbidge said that very l itt le infor-

mation was available on possible problems
relating to bird migration. The attention
of the Committee was drawn to Resolu-
tion ? of the 19'i0 Australian Fauna Au-
thorit ies' Conference (AFAC). The Con-
ference resolved to appoint a working

par ly  o f  th ree  to  a l lempt  to  denne the
problem and, if necessary, prepare terms
of reference for a Committee to be formed
by the AFAC.

(2) Migratory Species-Interstate.
It was stated that Western Australia had

few prob lems in  rh is  regard  due to  i l s  i so-
lated position. Orte area of interest re-
ferred to however, is waterfowl conser-
vation, particularly in the north of the
SIa te ,  wh ich  js  a t  p resen l  be ing  examined

^  mmi t tee  on  Wale . r -u J  L r r r  n  u .  u !  a r r a r r  v u .

birds, a Sub-committee of AFAC.

(3) Interstate Trade.
Pr  ob lcms may ar ise  in  lhe  fu tu re .  es-

p€cially in relation to trade in kangaroo
products, the Committee was told.

(f) FERAL DOMESTIC ANIMALS

It was pointed out to the Committee that l i tt le
information is available on this topic. Attention of
the Select committee was drawn to Resolution 18
of the Australian Fauna Authorit ies' Conference.

The resolution pointed out that the Northern
Territory and Kimberley area of Western Aus-
tralia have high populations of feral domestic an-
imals which are regarded as pests. Many of these
animals have become established in wildlife sanc-
tuaries and have contributed to the destruction oI
habitat.

AFAC therefore resolved that:
"There is a need for research to be carried

out in the North-West of Australia on the
the effect of feral animals on indigenous
species and their habitats."

(s) THD NEED FOR A COMMONWEALTH
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AUTIIORITY

It was submitted that the conservation of f lora
and fauna is basically t ied to the States since only
they can controt the reservation of land for this
purpose. The Department, however, suggested to
the Select Committee that the Commonwealth
ccutd assist in a number of ways:

(1) Control of import and export of fauna

(2) Providing giants to the States for iauna
conservation. Funds could be used to pur-
chase pdvate land for reserves. Money is
also needed for research and manage-
ment; this coutd be provided directly to
the States or indirectly to C.S.I.R.O. and
the Universit ies.

(3) Setting up a national biological survey to
provide information necessary to reserve
allocation and management.

(4) Supporting Legislation. This may be ne-
cessary in specinc cases, e.g.: the move-
irrent of kangaroo products between
States.
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