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beaks, resembled vultures perched on their
nests. As we walked through the colony some
of the birds clicked their beaks to show their
disapproval of our intrusion.

On one of the beaches we observed a large
flock of Fairy Terns but there was no sign of
neslrng.

Other birds observed were: Sooty Oyster
Catcher, Dotterel, Blue Reef Heron, Large Pied
Cormorant, Small Black Cormorant and Silver
Gull.

Before we went to the island we were told
that large numbers of rats have been seen on
the beaches after turtle eggs. We did not
actually see any rats on the beaches, or
elsewhere, but there was evidence of their
presence around the campsite.

Finally, worthy of note, was a port-type
structure which we believe was used by guano
diggers."

[According to Serventy and Whitteu (,,Birds of
Western Australia") the Brown Gannet was the
marn guano producer of the former extensive
deposits on the Lacepede Islands. Exploitation of
the deposits began without the cognisance of the
colony administrators unti l 1876. By 18?9, about
37,000 tons of guano had been raised and the
deposits were virtually exhausted.l

SUGGESTED READING
Several of our readers have requested that a

list, of suggested reading on witdlife and the
environment be included in each edition of
S.W.A.N.S.

In future issues we will publish a list of book
tit les, journals, etc., on topics covering plants,
an ima ls  and the  env i ronment .

The tit les suggested wil l, in most cases, be for
the amateur or untrained person seeking a better
understanding of our wildlife and its ecotogy.
BIRDS
"Birds of Western Australia" Serventy, D. L. and

Whittell, H. M.
"A Field cuide to Australian Birds"-Slater. p.

MAMMALS
"A Guide to the Native Mammals of Australia',-

Ride, W. D. L.
"Furred Animals of Australia,,-Troughton, E.
ENVIRONMENT
"A Continent in Danger"-Serventy, Vincent.
"Between 'Wodji l 

and Tor"-Main, Barbara york.

MISCELLANEOUS
"The Western Australian Naturalist" Journal of

the Western Australian Naturalists Club,
Naturalists Hall, 63-65 Meriwa Street, Ned-
lands.

"Wildlife in Australia"-Journal of the Wildlife
Preservation Society of Queensland, Sub-
scription $1.60 W.P.S.Q. Box 2030, c.P.O.
Brisbane, Qld. 4001.

XV WORLD
CONFERENCE

ICBP
The October/December 19?0 issue of the

IUCN Bulletin contained a review of the resolu-
tions adopted at the XV World Conference of the
International Council for Bird Preservation held
last September in the Netherlands.

Representatives were present from national
sections of 31 nations and the International Wild-
fowl Research Bureau, as well as UNESCO, Council
of Europe, IUCN, IBP, WWF, Conseil International
de la Chasse, and observers from three nations.

Fifteen resolutions were adopted by the Coun-
cil; however, some of these referred to situations
in speciflc countries (other than Australia) and
for this reason only the relevant resolutions have
been reproduced below.

Resolution 1(a), dealing with pesticides, re-
affirms recommendations of two previous ICBP
World Conferences, and urges: the prohibit ion
of manufacture, use or sale of persistent pesti-
cides; their replacement by non-persistent and
more selective compounds; the keeping of statis-
tics on commerce in pesticides; the proper latrel-
l ing, directions for use, and notice of hazards;
encouragement of biological control methods,

Eesolution 1 (b) urges that the Governments
of all countries immediately prohibit the exporta-
tion of pesticides which are banned in their own
countries and the importation of pesticides ban-
ned in the country of origin.

Resolution I (c) recommends
(i) That the United Nations require its

agencies to make adequate biological
study of the long term effects of pesti-
cides and herbicides on the environ-
ment before their use is recommended
or fl i tanced; and that the Secretary
General of the United Nations request
repor ls  by  a l l  Un i ted  Nat ions  agenc ies
concerning their policies and pracLices
with respect to pesticides;

(ir) That al1 National Sections urge their
national delegations to the United
Nations, ECOSOC, FAO, UNDP, WHO and
to UNESCO to oppose the undertaking
or nnancing of programmes involving the
use of pesticides or herbicicles without
adequate biological study of their long
term efiects on the environment and that
they particularly oppose the use in such
programmes of persistent and cumulative
pes t ic ides .  and tha t  they  shou ld  rev iew
current prcgrammes in the l ight oI the
above recommendation.
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