
cascoylle River (and the Abrolhos Islands) in the
north and the Gulf region of South Australia to
the south. Its presence emphasises the fact that
there are here, environmental conditions which
are favourable to some species of tropical plants,
and of animals such as the blue-manna crab also.
As noted above, both stands are healthy but both
are very vulnerable and it would be foolish to
assume that the southern stand could safely be
destroyed because of the existence of the northern
stand. Both should be preserved and, if our
suggestion for a dune reserve is accepted, it would
be valuable to try to establish another stand
along the western shore. Perhaps this might be
a useful project for school groups or the Tree
Society.

The salt marstles are of considerable botanical
interest because of the diversity of salt-adapted
species found there. As noted above they also
serve to bind the soil as emciently and more
economically than man-made structures. Prob-
ably no special interest attaches to the salt
marstres of the southern part; there are similar
and much more extensive salt marshes around the
inlet proper. However, it is unlikely that the
mangrove would long survive if they were fll]ed.

Probably even more important, however, is the
western dune peninsula. The endemic Pepper-
mint and Tuart and the associated woodland com-
munities of plants and animals have a l imited
distribution along the west coast only. They are
particularly vulnerable at the present t ime kre-
cause of the rush to "develop" the coast and the
relatively small extent of national parks in this
region. Fortunately, as yet the peninsula has
sufiered l ittte flre damage and is remarkably free
of aggressive weeds.

The relative isolation of this stretch of coastal
dune, despite its proximity to a large centre of
population, the richness and diversity of its vege-
tation, and its almost virgin condition make it a
most suitable area for preservation as a national
oark or launt and flora reserve. It is moreover
an ar "n  o f  g rea t  na tura l  beauty  where  s ta rk
moving dunes alternate with thick forest. Because
of its relative isolation it could readily be pre-

served. It is vulnerable to damage; beach buggies
cr other vehicles have already invaded the dunes,
and sections have been burnt out. More efiective
protection is required urgently before it is "dis-

covered" by destructive agencies. The peninsula
is grazing land and at the present level of stock-
ing this is not incompatible with preservation as
a park or reserve.

Ilost of the eastern shore wil l inevitably be
developed, but some of it, where there are salt
marstles and fringing woodlands, should be pre-
served, particularly at the northern end Some
sectors of the shore between the road and high
water mark should be fenced against access by
vehicles and persons and clearly labelled as
natural history refuges

Finally, ttrere is the need to retain natural
habitats close to centres of popuiation so that

students of formal biology and other environmen-
tal studies have ready access to field study areas.
This aspect applies to Bunbury where the high
school has an increasing number of students of
the natural sciences; they could well use Leschen-
ault Inlet and its surroundings for fleld studies
of environnental problems which have loecome
part of modern biological education."

BUSTARDS .1914
In the previous issue of S.W.A.N.S. as part of

the series "Our Diminishing Heritage", we high-
Iighted the need to preserve the Australian Bus-
tard (Wild Turkey). Reports from Honorary
lvardens support the fact that the range and
numbers of this bird continue to decrease, and
that there is a real danger of extinction of the
spcc . ies  in  i t s  na lu ra l  hab i ta t .

As a result of the article we were delighted to
receive an interesting letter from Mr. J. E. Watson
of Busselton describing a personal experience
which occrured in 1914. Mr. Watson's letter is
reproduced bclow; it does show that the pre-
carious siturtion of the Bustard was not always
so.

"Referring to wild turkeys in the issue of
S. IV .A.N.S.  o f  Autumn,  1971,  Vo l .  2 ,  No.2 ,  and
knowing what I do know of this flne bird, I grieve
to think that possibly zoos or some wilderness
area, if we ever have one set aside, may be the
only places where ihey wil l survive. You would
be interested to know that in early 1914 on river
flats about 10 miles from Bil lunin PooI on the
Murchison River, I saw what could possibly have
been the greatest concentration of turkeys any-
one has ever seen. Whilst diamond dril l ing with
a crew of 10 at a place called Holden's Find in
this area, and ireing supplied each fortnight with
stores freighted by camel team, it was part of my
job (aged 19 and being the recognised hunter)
to augment the tinned meat supply with kangaroo,
wild turkey and duck.

"Whilsi stalking two turkeys one day I noticed
flve others fulty occupied in moving slowly along
picking up something as they moved; and while
I watch€d I became aware of many others doing
likewise. I appeared to be on the flank of these
b i rds  and leve l  w i th  lhe  fo remost .  so  mov ing  away
fvom them I hastened to get weu ahead of them'
where I partly concealed myself, knowing thb
birds were moving towards me. It was then that
I noticed that the ground was a mass of black
caterpil lars, all moving in one direction. In quite

a short time I was surrounded by hundreds of
turkeys all feeding on the caterpil lars; as far as
I could see the birds were on the move. It was
an unbeiiel'able sight even in those far off days
when 10 to 20 in a group were often seen."
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