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Japan and many countries in Europe. Moreover,
these importers do not bother about the animals
which pass through their territories in transit.
All the while the rema.ining wild places of the
world are being ruthlessly plundered to supply
the demands of the animal trade and, of course,
the trade in skins. From the plundered countries
the cry is always the same, "Stop the demand and
the problem will be solved."

A case can be made out for the importation
of exotic animals, for research and education;
but such importation should be rigidly controlled.
What justiflcation is there for the keeping of
exotic pets by private people at the cost of the
destruction and cruelty which is caused in the
wild by commercial exploj.tation? We have
domestic rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, canaries
and budgerigars, to say nothing of cats and dogs.
What need is there for marmosets, tortoises and
African Grey Parrots?

There are no records of total numbers of wild
animals imported into Great Britain, or other
large importing European countries, but some
indication can be obtained by looking at the de-
clared export figures from India alone. These
totalled more than four million for the twelve
months ending March, 1969. There is litt1e douttt
that the ngures frcm the South American con-
tinent would be more than this. Who can tell
how much destruction and what sufiering the
whole commercial trafrc causes.

Complete control of aU wildlife tramc and the
total banning of commercial tramc is recom-
mended. This means that the private keeping of
wild-caught exotic animals should cease and that
no living animal should be imported without a
Iicense given by tbe appropriate authority in the
importing country. Under present conditions it
would be difficult to control imports properly, but
if the demand is drastically reduced the problem
will become manageable.

The erport ol laund lron Western Australid'
is either prohabited, or o,lloued onlA under license.
Erportdtion Jar aoologico.l purposes is olloued
onta il the recipient zoo is ouned, or nlano'ged
by a GoDernrnent Department or is & non-coln'
mercio,I organisation equipped to house Austrd-
lid,n Jaunl, und,er proper cond,itions &nd not
engo,ging in tra.d,ing in lo,und,-

The irnport oI a.nimab is strictty controlled' ba
the CoTnnonuealth under the QuarcLntine dnd
custoTns regulations. Licenses to bring launo'
into Western Australia o,re onlA issued il tlre
importer co.n satBlv the Chiel Word,en oI Fo,una.
thdt the other countra or State o'pproDu the
erport. Imports are generdllA prohibited, ercept
lor zoos, scientiflc institutions o.nd' lor o,Diculture.
The iTnport ol erotic bird; into Australia. is
entirelA prohibted.

In respect ol the iUegal erport or import ol
faund, the Fo.una ConserDo.taon Act proDides Jor
a TnclriTnurn pendltv of $400 lor euch breaclL-

I.C.B.P. WORTD CONFERENCE
FOR AUSTRALIA

The previous edition of "S.W.A.N.S." contained
a review of the resolutions of the XV World Con-
ference of the International Council for Bird
Preservation held in September, 1970, in the
Netherlands. It is the practice of the I.C.B.P. to
hold its World Conference in the same country
as the International Ornithological Congress, and
either immediately preceding or immediately fol-
lowing the I.O.C.

Exact details of place and date for the xvl
World Conference of f.C.B.P. have not yet been
determined, but the xVI International Ornitho-
logical Congress wiU be held in the Australian
National Universitv at Canberra from 12 to 17
August, 1974.

SWAN RIVER
CONSERVATION BOARD

APPOINTMENT
The following notice appeared in l}re GoDern-

ment Gazette, July 30, 1971:

Swan River Conservation Act.
1958-1966,

Public'Works Department,
Perth, 23rd July, 1971.

It is hereby notified for general information that
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in Execu-
tive Council, acting under Sections 8 and I of the
Swan River Conservation Act. 1958-1966. and on
the recommendation of the Minister referred to
in tbose Sections, has appointed the following
person to be a member of the Swan River Con-
servatj.on Board, namely:

Thomas Lee Riggert, of Glen Road, Darling-
ton, being a person nominated by the Minister
for Fisheries and Fauna.

C. JAMIESON,
Minister for Works.

HONORARY FAUNA WARDEN
APPOINTMENTS

ADAMS, Robert; 61 Bluebush Road, l<ambalda
west 6442.

LINES, ceorge Will iam Robert; 3 Thistle Street,
Withers, Bunbury 6230.

PHILP, Donald Keith; Flat 4, 153 Fairway, Ned-
lands 6009.

5B




