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BERNIER ISLAND

In June this year a party of Gurkha soldiers
from a battalioir on exercise in Western Australia
assisted the Department with a goat-shooting
expedition to Bernier Island Reserve in Shark
Bay.

Bernier Island is the home of the Boodie or
Lestueur's Rat-kangaroo (Betongad, lesueur ), lhe
Banded Hare wallaby ( L (rg o str op hu s I a s ci dtu s ), llre
Western Hare-wallaby ( L&gorch%tes hirsutus ), lrle
Litt le MarI or Litt le Barred-bandicoot (Peramales
bougainDille), the Ashy-grey Mo.U.se (Pseudomus
dlbocinereus), the Shark Bay Mouse (Pseud,omAs
praeconis), the Litt le Bal (Ept$icus pumitus ) arrd
the Lesser Long-eared Bat (Nactophilus geofirovi).
Of these, the four marsupials are very rare, and,
with the exception of the Boodie which is also
found on Bauow Island, are possibly extinct
everywhere but on Bernier Island and neighbour-
ing Dorre Island. Because of the vital importance
of preserving these species, both islands are classi-
f ied as "A" Class Reserves and vested in the
western Australian Wild Life Authoritv.

Goais were introduced to the island in 1899
when about half-a-dozen, including one male,
were brought from the mainland and it is possible
that more goats were taken to the island in 1908
when a hosuital for Aborigines was established.
The goat population has flourished to such an
extent that approximately 500 have had to be
destroyed in the last ten years. The low, spread-
ing vegetation on the island provides the mar-
supials with shelter during the day, and goats
grazing on this vegetation upset the natural
ecology of the island and threaten the very
existence of the unique fauna. In addition, de-
struction of the vegetation causes sand blow-outs;
the unconsolidated dunes have spread in recent
years and cropping of the goat population is
periodically necessary to prevent the situation
deterioratins further.

Clifis and locky terrain of west side of Bernier Island

Several previous visits to the island have de-
creased the number of goais, but it seems almost
impossible to eliminate them completely. The
rocky coastal terrain and the dense vegetation
make spotting the goats very diff icult in the flrst
instance; in these conditions even the mainly
white goa,ts have a frustrating habit of disap-
pearing completely. It is possible to walk past
a goat at a distance of ten yards and not notice
it. Despite the diff iculties it is now thought that
from an estimated population of well over t\'r'o
hundred (196 were shot) in 1966, the numbers
have now been reduced to below twentv-five.
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Shrub showing grazing damage-Bernier Island. Removal
of foliage destroys shelter for marsupials
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