
PROTECTION OF INI.AND AND TIDAT WATERS
AND WETLANDS

In recent months a great deal of attention has
been focussed oi'r the need to maintain wetlands,
that is watercourses, streams, rivers, lakes and
swamps in  a  he f , l lhy  s la le  Io r  lhe  we l l -bc ing  o I
our l isheries and wildlife and also for aesthetic
and other purposes.

It has been drawn to the Departmeilt 's notice
that the provisions of the Fisheries Act and Regu-
lations and also of the Fauna Conservation Act
and Regulations would appear to have been un-
witt ingly breached jn a number of instances. No
doubt with the best of intentions, offences have
occurled through the use of certain wetlands and
watercou. rses  xs  rubb ish  dumps,  as  reservo i rs  o r
drains for emuents of various descriptions and
a lso  in  unru lhor ised  drc in rge  schcmes.  I l  i s
highly desirable, therefore, that the following
statutory requirements be drawn to the attention
of all officers of authorit ies and organisations con-
cerned with rubbish, waste or effiuent disposal.
The revelant iaws are as follows:

1. FISHERIES ACT AND REGULATIONS
(It should be noted that, in this section, "f lsh"

means and includes all or any of the varieties of
marine or fresh water f lshes and crustacea or
h . r i h a  r n i h a l  l i f a  I

(a) Regulation 1?. No person shall deposit
any  n l th ,  re fuse ,  o r  o ther  dc le le r ious  mat -
le r  i r  a [y  t ida l  o r  inhnc l  w i ] le rs  o r  in to
any watercoulse, whether dry or noi,
l p a d i n o  i n f o  a - v  l i d a l  o r  i n l a n d  w r l e r s
where flsh are or are l ikely to be.

(b) Regulation 18. No person shall deposit
any  n l th ,  re Iuse ,  o r  o lher  de le le r ious  maf -
ter, or discharge any matter from mining
works, sawmiils, gasworks or other manu-
factories or boil ing-down or wool-washlng
estaolishments in any place in a manner
which wil l cause or be l ikely to cause the
destruction of f ish in waters near or
adjacent to the place in which the matter
aforesaid is deposited or discharged or
in ju ry  fo  any  nsh ing  grounds.

(c) Section 28.
(1) It shaU not be lawful by the explosion

of dynamite or any explosive sub-
stance, or by means of any poisonous
or noxious thing, to destroy or take
flsh in any Western Australian
waters: And if any person shall
explode any dynamite or any explos-
ive substance in or under such waters,
or place or cause to flow thereinto any
poisonous or noxious thing, such per-
son and all other persons assisting or

being at the time in company of such
persons shall, for every such offence,
be severally l iable to a penalty not
exceeding one hundred dollars and
not less than twenty dollars; But
nothing herein contained shall apply
to any person duly authorised by the
persons and in the manner to be pre-
scribed by the regulations to explode
torpedoes or dynamite in any such
wa!ers.

(2) If any person is found in possession
of, or has in his boat, any dynamite
or other explosive substance immedi-
ately after such explosion, it shau be
primo, Iacae evidence that such person
caused such explosion.

2. FAUNA CONSERVATION ACT
Regulation 46. Except as the Chief Warden of

Fauna may authorise in pursuance of a manage-
ment scheme or working plan or in the adminis-
tration of the Act and these regulations, a person
shall not, in respect of any sanctuary-

(a) remove or disturb any humus, leaf mould,
ro l l ing  vegefa t ion .  so i . l ,  s lone,  s rnd ,  rock
or gravel;

(lr) cut, pick, pull, break,
poison, strip or destroy
herb, grass or othel
whether l iving or dead;

remove, injure,
any tree, shrub,

plant thereof,

(e) interfere in any manner with the water
level or water supply in any sanctuary,
including any lake, swamp, watercourse,
river, drainage flow, well, water hole, or
dam, whether natural or artif i .cial, or use
any water therefrom.

(n) introduce, place, drop, pour, spray, fog,
mist or otherwise use or discharge any
dangerous, poisonous or noxious sub-
stance-

Wetlands and samphire flats play an invaluable
role in natural l i fe cycles and are among the
richest feeding areas for crabs, prawns, f lsh, birds
and other forms of wildlife. Because of this their
use as sanitary land nll sites is inadvisable as it
must lead to furthel: depletion of the State's flsh
and wildlife. Aheady over 500,000 acres of valu-
able wetlands on the coastal plain alone have been
drained, f l l led in or otherwise destroyed and wild-
Iife stocks have been impoverished as a result. It
is considered that those that stl l l  remain must be
retained unless a careiul evaluation by all inter-
ested parties suggests it would be in the pubtic
interest to do otherwise.
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