
be their responsibil i ty to determine when the

fl.oodwaters have risen sufficiently to enable their

team to begin rescue opera ons

The orher  seven members  o f  the  n ine-mal l

party wiu be prepared to move at a momen's

notice. They will fly into Kununurra and set up

camp at the main dam site Accommodation and

messing wil l be provided by facil i t ies left at the

dam site by the Public Works Deparimenl'

The rescue operations wil l be carried out fron

two 1? fi.6 in. De Havitland run-abouts fltted

with 40 h.p. outboard motors, and a thlrd, smaller-

boa l  w i i l  be  used by  Mr .  But le r  fo r  the  rescue o{

repti les. A spotter-plane, piloted by Mr Rick

Grave, wil l be used for two ot three reconnarssance

flishts each morning to sight animals and to re-

poit on tne rate of inundation of speciflc areas'

ito-*uy radios wil l be used to maintain contact

tJetween the plane, tbe boats and the base camp;

Lhis ti.I l  enxble Mr Grave to direct rescuers lo

those areas which require prrorrry'

when the rising water reduces an island to a

practical size, the teams wil l land and drive the

animals into the water' This procedure wil l be

adopted when animals are very agile and the

terrain is such that capture on land would be

viItually impossible, as well as extremely exhausl'-

ing. On lar*ger and more accessil l le islands trap-

ping wil l be cauied out. It is hoped that the

strorl,age of food w111 cause the animals to more

readlly enter baited cage-traps' Once animals

have been caught they wil l be placed in onion

bJgs .  wh ich  w i l l  les t r i c t  the i r  movemenls  and

prevent them from iniuring themselves' The

open mesh of these bags wiII lessen the efiect of

tl're halsh temperatures which generally aflect

connned animals. The rescued animals wil l not

be kept confined any longer than is absolutely

necessary, but wil l be moved rapidly to suitable

new habi|ats determined by the Museum survey'

However perJect the organlzation and tech-

niques of the Operation Noatr team may be, i l  is

inevitable that some animals wii l be lost during

the rescue operation. Experience from operations

on a smaller scale and under better conditions

inclicates that the translocation of animals alwnys

results in some percentage of mortality due to

shock etc. However, all the members of the rescue

team are highly experienced in the handling and

care of faula, are themselves ardent conselva-

tionists, and, despite the fact that the rescue

opelations wil l present some personal hazard, they

will ensure that every effort is made to rescrie the

greatest possible number of animals.

STARLINGS AT ESPERANCE

The attention of Honorary Wardens is drawn

to the fact that, for the past two years Starlings
(Sturnus xulgc;ris) have been observed in October

near Espelance. In 19?0 only one bird was seen

and thii was destroyed by the Agriculture Pro-

tection Board. The only previous positive identi-

f lcation was reported at Gingin in 1936 However'

this year at Cordingup, east of Esperance, inere

ar" sigr'ts that starlings may be flnding their way

overland lrom South Australia and the eastern

States where they are found in their mil l ions'

A t  lhe  l ime o f  wr i l ing  n f leen s t r r l ings  hRve

been destroyed by the Agriculture Protectior1

Board, and there ore indications that the birds

are now resident and breeding in Western Aus-

tralia. Two nests have been found and two

immature birds have lleen shot The Agriculture

Protection Board wiu pay a bounty of $2 per bud

ior starl ings, which is some indication how

serious the recent invasion is considered to be'

Starlings are of European origin and were

introduced into Australia in 1881 They are a

ielf-reliant and gregarious bird, often found in

large flocks. They present a problem to agricul-

iu."" n."uu.", having wide tastes in lood they

iiequentty atiack soft fruits and seedlings sbarl-

it-tg; ur.o-.o-p"te with native birds for food and

usirrp iheir nests When they build their own

r'lcst- it is an untidy assortment of straw and

ic : t r , t , " . "  p lac(d  in  a  ho le  in  a  l ree ,  in  a  c rev ice

in a trullaing, or similar situation Cases have

nuen teport"a of nests being placed on the back

of l iving sheep.

Starlings generally breed from September to

Janua|y, hatching flve to seven eggs which are

t*i. lrft i ,, sometimes almost white An adult bird

ii a+ it-t.h.t long and is black with a green and

i^ipt. "tt""t ' t and profuse pale white or buff

spotting all over'

Any desl,royed starl ings should be forwarded lo

tne- ig;icultL,.e Protec[ion Board, Jarrah R'oad

Sour f , "per r t  (Te ]  6?  0111)  whereon a  $2  boun ly

wi l l  be  p : l id  Any  s igh l ings  shou ld  a lso  l le  no l inco

immediatelY.
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