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only was a causeway now in operation, which en-
abled foxes to enter the island, but extensive
works had been coustructed-buildings, machin-
ery, salt heaps, and a loading jetty. In 1966 an
untouched clif i  edge ran about three-quarters of
ihe diameter of the island, facing the east. Now
this slope was reduced to about one-tenth of the
diameter of the island and was steeper. Patches
of Nitre-bush which stiu survived on top of the
island in 1966 had now disappeared.

The situation on the shearwater breeding
islands in the Ray, as assessed by the visits of Dr
Storr's party in 1965 and ourselves in 1971, is as
follows:

Frialay Island
This is a very small islet just north of Slope

Island and is the furthest north breeding station
of the sheanrr'ater in the Bay, so far as is known.
When f landed on it in October 194? I recorded no
sea-birds nesting. I lowever, on his visit on Sep-
tember 1, 1965 Dr Storr found eight shearwater
burrows in the Nitre-bush jungle and considered
there could have been more, say 50. We
attempted a landing on April 21 by motor dinghy
but a southerly suddenly blew up and we aban-
doned it. We accept Dr Storr's estimate of 50
burrows on the island.

A close up of the previous photograph showing breeding
colony cavities cn Slope Island

Slope Islanal
I did not attempt a population estimate on my

visit in the 1940s. Dr Stou estimated there were
about 150-200 breeding pairs sti l l  surviving on his
visit on August 28, 1965. We agree that a popula-
tion approaching this flgure may still exist and
accept an estimate of about 150 pairs. At the
time of our visit the adult birds would probably
au have left and many of the fledglings also. We
located three l ive {ledglings in the nesting crevices
and a lady at the island said she saw one fly out
ihe previous night. However, there were 10 dead
fledglings e"round the rookery, all were very fresh
with no visible sisns of the cause of death. There
were also two rather old adult corpses. The
occurrence of these is perturbing as one does not

see such a high proportion of dead birds in similar
sized rookeries of Puffi,nus tenuiTostris in Bass
Strait, nor dld we encounter anything similar on
the other Shark Bay nesting islands. The deaths
may be attributed to (1) the salt workings-per-
haps collisions with the strongly illuminated
installations on the island (the island is brilli-
antly l i t aU night), or (2) casualties due to fox
predation. We identifled fox tracks on the sandy
beach of the island. It is obvious that there is a
reduced survlval of ofispring on this island, com-
pared with others in the Bay, though a sizeable
population of breeding adults continues to occupy
the available remnant of the island.

Freycinet Island

This island is now the one most densely popu-
Iated by breeding shearwaters, but it is dimcult to
make a satisfactory population assessment as the
birds use natural crevices on the slopes around
the periphery of the island. The top of the island,
being hard ground, and littered with rock piles
left by the guano operatives of the last century
is virtually not used by the birds. In 194? I esti-
mated there inight be about 50 burrows on the
western side. In 1965 Dr Storl considered there
were 500 burrows on the south and west slopes
though he did not actually handle any birds. On
our recent visit, our party made a thorough search
and managed to pull out four fledglings from
nesting cavities and found one dead young one.
After the inspection the members of our party,
who were not informed at the time of the previous
population estimates, were asked to note down,
independentiy, how many breeding burrows there
might tje on the island. The f,gures submitted
were: 40, 113, 180, 200, 200 and 220. I think we
may reasonably accept a fi.gure of about 250 bur-
rows for this island.

Double Islanal

In my 194? visit I noted a "few" burrows on this
island. Dr Storr tailed to flnd any. On our recent
inspection we found several burrows on the west-

ern side, among the Pied Cormorant colony, and

some caved in as we walked. Two live fl.edglings
were pulled out and one unhatched egg found.

we estimated that there might be about 50 breed-
ing burrows.

Baudin Islanal

On my 194? visit I found no trace of mutton-

bird occupancy. I evidentty overlooked them, for

in 1965 Dr Ston's party saw burrows and caught

an adult in one of them. They estimated that

about 50 pairs nested in the Nitre-bush covered
parts on the south-west face. Our recent party

alO not visit ttre island. This is the most

southerly nesling staLion of lhe Shearwaters in

Shark Bay.
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