
ADELE ISLAND
REPORT

On June 18, 1972 a party of biologists from the
Department of Fisheries and Fauna, the W.A.
Museum and the W.A. Herbarium visited Addle
Island while taking part in a survey of the fauna
and flora of islands ofi the Kimberley coast. The
party was transported in the Department's patrol
vessel "Dampier".

Addle Island is situated about 50 miles north
west of Cockatoo and Koolan Islands which are
north of Derby. It is a low, flat, sandy island of
about 500 acres, the highest point being only a
few feet above high water mark. A l ighthouse
and radio beacon have been constructed to assist
shipping and an automatic weather station has
recently been built for the Bureau of Meteorology.

Blown Booby with chick

The vegetation is simple, only eleven species
being collected. Most of the island is covered with
the well known beach plar.t, Spiniler. Iongilolius,
up to two or three feet high with creepers and
other plants scattered here and there. Parts of
the island which are subject to occasional in-
undation by the sea are covered with salt water
cou,ch (Sporobolus Dirginicus) - Other species col-
lected were-

Amdrd,nthus sp.
Boerhs,Dicl d,iftustl
Cano,Dalia mclritimo,
Cupurus conicus
E uphorbia chru so c h(t e t o.
Ipomoed bilob(r
P or tulo,c o, olig o sp er m 0,
So,lsola kali ar'd
S e suDium p or tul&c tlstr um

Much of the island appeared to have been
burned, possibly two or three years ago.

The outstanding feature of the wildlife is the
sea bird breeding colonies. 

' lrhen 
the party

visited the island three species were nesting;
these were the Brown Booby, the Masked Booby
and the Lesser Frigate Bird. "The Handbook of

Lesser Frigate Bird nesting colony. Vegetaiion is
Spiniler longilolius

Australian Sea-Birds" by Serventy, Serventy and
Warham also l ists the Pied Cormorant and the
Lesser Crested Tern as breeding on Addle but no
evidence of breeding was seen during this visit.

The most numerous of the breeding birds was
the Lesser Frigate Bird, about 2,500 breeding pairs
being present. This bird nests in dense colonies
of up to three or four hundred nests only two or
three feet apart. The nest is a platform a few
inches ofi the ground built in and made of
Spiniler.. All stages from the single egg to birds
almost capable of f lying were present in the one
colonY.

Lessel Frigate Bild-female
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