
techniques, the Keep Australia Beautiful Council
wil l act as a clearing house to provide advice,
materials and assistance to municipal and com-
munity groups and to business and industry to
advance the cause of l i tter prevention and State
beautif ication.

You can ac t ive ly  par t i c ipa le  in  l i t te r  p reven-
lron .

By joining the Keep Australia Beautiful Council
(Western Australia) Incorporated.

lst Floor, Central Govt. Omces, Barrack St.,
P e r t h , 6 0 0 0 .

A State Government grant pays for administra-
tion but not for educational and publicity cam-
pargns.

The cost of campaigns is paid for by subscrip-
tions and donations from business, industry,
associations, municipalit ies and individuals.

Membership Fees individual members, small
nrms or non-proflt organisations-$10.00.

Large firms, associations or companies $50.00
mln.

NATIVE CATS ABUNDANT
Fauna Warden A. R. Marshall reports that in

May this year he discovered the bodies of four
Western Native Cats (DasAurus geofiroii), all
ki l led by vehicles on the Brunswick Junction/
Coll ie road.

The bodies were distributed over about four
miles and all the animals had been recently
kil led. There were three males and one female.

Mr. Marshall comments that to see four native
cats in such a short distance is indicative of the
number that must be present. In fact, Coll ie is a
known stronghold of the species, but further
investigations show that in the past few monttls a
large number of sightings have been made.
Furthermore. many of these have been in or near
the metropolitan area, notably at Armadale. Kala-
munda, Quinn's Rock and in the John Forrest
National Park. One specimen found at Wanneroo
had only three legs which appeared to be a con-
genital cieformity rather than the result of an
accident.

There could be two reasons for the large num-
bers of sightings of native cats. One is that the
species is making a comeback, or at least holding
its own in the face of increased development of the
bush. The other reason would be that the efiorts
of this Department's Extension Service are paying
off and individuals are taking the trouble to re-
por t  b igh t ings  and br ing  in  spec imens.

Readers are urged to report all sightings to this
Department and specimens are always welcome
at the W.A. Museum.

PRIVATE ZOOS
AND FAUNA
SANCTUARIES

fn the past year about one dozen applications
have been received requesting approval to estab-
lish private zoos. Whether or not the applicants
are prompted by commercial interests or con-
servation motives is not always readily apparent,
but few requests of this nature receive favourable
consideration.

The Department feels that the functions of a
zoo can only be achieved by those who have
specialised knowledge and sufficient nnancial
resources to meet the housing and aesthetic re-
quirements demanded both by this Department
and the public. Few people realise how muclt
capital is required to establish a zoo, and even
fewer people have worked out the economics. In
most cases aspiring zoo-keepers who are alarmed
at the rapid destruction of habitat and are in-
terested in fauna conservation, could make a
more positive personal contribution towards the
preservation of the environment by joining a
responsible conservation organisation.

Requests are also received from very well-
mearling individuats who wish to establish their
land as fauna sanctuaries-not for any pecuniary
gain, but from genuine preservation motives. Any
landowner may, of course, protect fauna or its
habitat on his property, but some desire the
prestige of owning a fauna sanctuary and wish
the Department to erect omcial signs and carry
out policing on their behalf. This is not possible;
Iand may be donated as a fauna sanctuary, but
must flrst be suuendered to the Crown, whereon
it wiU be gazetted as a fauna and flora reserve
and vested in the Western Australian Wild Life
Authority, who wil l retain control and ensure
correct management.

FRECKLED DUCKS
Honorary Warden Mr. Nevil le Beeck reports

sighting 2 pairs of Freckled Ducks on Coyrecup
Lake, east of Katanning, in March this year.

Mr. Beeck is sure of his identif lcation and feels
that there may have beerl more of the species
preseni.

Information on the Freckled Duck is of great
value to the Department's Waterfowl Research
Branch and wil l l le of assistance in preserving
the species from extinction in W.A. All Hon-
orary Wardens are urged to report positive sight-
ings.

NOTE: The Freckled Duck has been declared
a "rare and endangered species". The maximum
penalty for iuegalty taking this bird is $1,000.
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