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Red-tailed Wa.mbenger ( Phd.sco g ctle calurcl) . T}]is female
had eight young in her pouch.

The Pigmy Possum and the Fat-tailed Marsupial
Mouse are interesting because they can lower their
body temperature well below that needed for
normal activity (become torpid). By so doing
these animals are able to enter a state of energy-
saving inaction. It has been shown that this state
may be prompted by a situation in which food
supplies are unreliable, as they may often be in
arid areas.

The Honey Possum (Tarsipes spencerde) I\as
been described as a zoological enigma. According
to Ride (19?1) "it has no obvious close relatives,
and much work yet remains to be done before
we understand it or i is ancestry."

AVES

Many birds were identified including both
diurnal and nocturnal birds of prey. Several
species were of special interest, such as the
presence of the Purple-gaped Honeyeater and
Square-tailed Kite.

REPTILIA
The reptiles collected are at present being

identif led by the W.A. Museum. Of interest was
the large number of Little Whip Snakes (Denisonia
gould,ii) caplr]red. A species of Blind Snake
( RhdmphotAphlops sp.) from a meat-ant nest, and
Fraser's Scale-footed Lizard ( Dellna lraseri) was
found in rotting Salmon Gum logs. Aside from
these species, a wide variety of skinks, geckos and
dragons were captured.

AMPHIBIA
A number of difierent frogs were caught. The

most notable was the specimer, oI Myobdtrachus
gould,ii c^lg}ft in a pit trap. A. R. Main, in his
"Key to the Frogs of South-Western Australia",
describes it as fouows: ". . having a very small
head and extremely short limbs. Looks like a
turtle and lives always beneath soil surface." This
specimen was obviously wandering around on the
surface when it fell into the trap. There had been
very heavy rain during the night.

A species of tree-frog was also captured, but
this is still to be identifi.ed.

The fauna listed above reflect more than 3,000
trap nights and some hundreds of man-hours of
efiort.

The quality and variety of the fauna captured
on this block of land indicates that it is potentially
one of the most valuable reserves in the State.

It is betieved that small mammals in arid areas
have habitat requirements which vary widely from
season to season and from species to species. If
most of the species indigenous to such an area
are to be permanently conserved, large areas of
all the native habitat types should be included in
the reserve.

Muobo,trachus gould,ii An unusual frog which is turtle-
like in appearance.

Mitcheu's Hopping Mouse (Natomus mitchelli . F'emale.
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