
Mr F. Gnauck lrom the Notthern Territory-
An assessment of Magpie Geese numbers is
continuing, and indicatiolrs are that numbers
are one-quarter of those of 5 years ago.
Causes are the loss of habitat through pas-
toral activit ies and the deterioration of hab-
itat brought about by bufialo.
Aborigines ale sell ing Magpie Goose eggs in
tens of thousands.

Dr T. Riggcrt flom Western Australia-
The rnajor problem is the reduction of wet-
land habitai.
Freshwater swamps are deteriorating through
the inflorv of brackish or saline water.

Guests alriving on the Department's new patlol vessel"Freycinet" for the Seminar Day.

Following the seminar, delegates and guests en-
joyed a barbecue aDd were shown some nlms on
waterfowl from overseas.

During the flrst few days of the following week,
the delegates joined Dr Riggert on the annual aer-
ial survey of the South-West and Eucla Land
Divisions. The results of the survey and the de-
cision not to hold a waterfowl hunting season in
Western Australia are reported elsewhere in this
issue.

ZOO PLANNED AT EXMOUTH
Fifty acres of Iand have been allocated at Ex-

mouth, and thousands of dollars are to be spent to
establish a zoological gardens.

Under the Presidency of Lt Col J. P. K. Mur-
doch, Commissioner of the Shire of Exmouth,
and the Patronship of two high-ranking omcers
of the U.S. Navy and R.A.A.F., a committee of
responsible citizens has been formed to set up the
proJecr.

In S.W.A.N.S. Vol. 3, No. 2, we stated . . . "Few
people realise how much capital is required to es-
tablish a zoo and even fewer people have worked
out the economics". However, it is obvious that the
Zoo Committee at Exmouth have given consider-
ation to all the factors involved in their high cost
proposal, and it would seem that they have the
flnance and business acumen to ensure the suc-
cessful establishment of their venture.

REARING OF
PINK.EARED DUCKS
The Department's Waterfowl Research Unit

has been attempting to rear Pink-eared Ducks
(Mo,lacorhAnclLus menbrana,ceus). Forty eggs
were taken from nest boxes at Moora and incu-
bated at the research centre at South Perth.

Ducklings on a pond at the Department's Research
Centle ai South Perth.

The incubation was very successful and three
clutches totatl ing 32 ducklings were hatched. The
major problem in rearing this particular species
is the diet because the birds are "fi.lter feeders"-
sucking in water and flltering out the minute par-
ticles of food. Various artificial foods were tried
but the f,rst two clutches all died of impaction of
the intestine within a short while.

More success was experienced with the third
clutch; these were fed on daphnia collected from
the metropolitan lakes, and survived for about 10
days. Despite these setbacks the research staff now
feel that the init ial ploblems have been ovetcome
and expect greater success in 19?3.

Pink-eared duckl,ng-f ive daYs old
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