
NO S.W.
DUC K SEASON
In November, the Minister for Fisheries and

Fauna, the Hon. A. W. Bickerton, announced that
there would be no duck shooting season in the
South-West and Eucla Land Divisions this sum-
mer.

The last occasion when there was no duck
shooting season v/as in the summer of 1969 and
ttre pre-season conditions this year have followed
a similar pattern to those of three years ago.

"In making my decision," said the Minister, "I

have been guided by the recommendations of the
Game Management Committee of the Western
Australian Wildlife Authority. I feel that the
Committee's reconmendation echoes the thoughts
and sentiments of responsible duck shooters and
other conservation-minded people in the State".

Short seasons \r/ere declared in 1970 and 19?1
and it had been anticipated that normal rainfall
patterns would return, but the average rainfall
in the South-West and Eucla Land Divisions this
year was again well down on a normal season;
this is the fourth year in succession that these
Divisions have experienced low average rainfall.

From aerial surveys carried out by the Water-
fowl Research Branch of the Department and by

the W.A. Fietd and Game Association, it was ob-

served that tlle majority of the wheatbelt wetland

areas are dry and that there is a marked reduc-
tion in the refuge areas along the south coast.
There are exceptions to these areas, notably at

Moora, but these good areas do not balance the

dry conditions experienced in the drought refuge

areas further south.

Generalty, breeding has been low throughout
the two land divisions, and two of the maior game

species, Grey leal and Black Duck, have been
the main suflerers because of the deepening
drought and lack of freshwater. On the other
hand, Mountain Duck and Wood Duck (Maned

Geese) have bred successfully because they
utilise artificial areas such as farm dams.

The Department realises that Mountain Duck
and Wood Duck could create problems in some

areas and special arrangements have been made to
control these species in such areas where Shires
request assistance and if the Department agrees.

IFOOTNOTE: A restricted open season on

Mountain Duck and Wood Duck was gazetted on

December 22, 1972. Ducks may only be taken on
private property in certain Shires with the written

Dermission oI the owner or occupier.l

OILING OF
FAIRY PENGUINS

Honorary Warden Miss Lexie Nicholls of Dal-
keith, whose comments on the treatment of oiled
seabirds can be found on page 89 of this issue, has
forwarded the following report:

"On Friday, November 3rd, 1972, while I was
carrying out a survey of breeding Silver Gulls on
Carnac fsland it was discovered that a number
of Fairy Penguins had been killed and others were
dying from [he eflects of oil.

Several (about 8) Pied Cormorants had been
seen earlier in the week, covered in oil and trying
to "dry" their wings on the east Carnac beach
All evaded capture until one by one they died or
disappeared. Three dead were collected and
buried; all were in an emaciated state.

It did not occur to me that the Penguins might
also be afiected since no information had been
issued that a spill of sufficient threat had
occurred-some cormorants had apparently been
oiled from a recent spillage in Fremantle Har-
bour, but apart from receiving several of these
birds for treatment I had heard no other news
of this occurrence, either personally or through
any of the media. f assumed that the oiled Cor-
morants on carnac beach were other victims of
this spil l and that they had escaped the harbour
and found their way across to Carnac where they
were now isolated. At that time no thought was
given to the Penguins since they do not normally
swim in the Harbour (where, it was assumed, the
re(rent unpublicised spiu had been dealt with).

On November 3rd, however, I found 18 dead
Penguins scattered in crannies and cavities
around the northern "headland" of Carnac Island
-almost all of these were so thickly oiled that no
patch of normal colour was visible. Most had died
from about 1to 5 days before discovery.

seven othel Penguins were subsequently found
alive in the crannies, at water level, all oiled,
gaunt, enaciated and shaking with cold. These
were collected and confined to my camp, where
treatment was started. Being cut ofi from the
mainland, however, and unprepared for such an
emergency, I could do little for the very weak in-
dividuals and three died. The four others were
la te r  b rought  lo  lhe  main land where  proper  l rea t -
ment was instituted. One has pneumonia, but all
are expected to survive with continued treatment.

A check of the high cliff "caves" of the north-
ern "headland" revealed several large Penguin
chicks in down, and two healthy adult birds. A
pair of chicks in down and two healthy adults
were also found in the southern (lee) clif is.

Several oiled Silver Gulls were also seen on the
beach at Carnac, but were sti l l  mobile enough to
evade capture when I left the Island on November
8th."




