
UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE
HUMAN ENVIRONMENT-PRINCIPLES

The United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment (UNCHE) was held at Stockholm in
June this year. The principles set out below ex-
press thc consensus of the nations on socio-
ecological issues.

Principle 1
Man has the fundamental right to freedom,

equality ancl adequate conditions of l i fe, in an en-
vironment of a quality that permits a life of dig-
nity and weli-being, and he bears a solemn res-
ponsibility to protect and improve the environ-
ment for present and future generations. In this
respect, policics promoting or perpetuating apar-
tbeid, racial segregation, discrimination, colonial
and other forms of oppression and foreign dom-
ination stand condemned and must be eliminated.

Principle 2
The natural resources of the earth including the

air, water, land, flora and fauna and especially
representative samples of natural ecosystems must
be safeguarded for the beneflt of present and
future generations through careful planning or
management, as appropriate.
Principle 3

The capacity of the earth to produce vital re-
newable rescurces must be maintained and,
wherever practicable, restored and improved.
Principle 4

Man has a special responsibility to safeguard
and wisely manage the heritage of wildlife and its
habitat which are now gravely imperiued by a
combination of adverse factors. Nature conserva-
tion, includilrg wildlife, must therefore receive im-
portance in planning for economic development.
Principle 5

The non-renewable resources of the earth must
be employed in such a way as to guard against the
danger of their future exhaustion and to ensure
that beneflts from such employment are shared by
all mankind.
Principle 6

The discharge of toxic substances or of other
substances and the release of heat, in such quan-
tit ies or concentra0ions as to exceed the capacity
of the environment to render them harmless,
must be halted in order to ensure that serious or
irreversible damage is not inflicted upon ecosys-
tems. The just struggle of the peoples of all coun-
tries against pollution should be supported.

Principle ?
States shall take all possible steps to prevent

pollution of the seas by substances that are liable
to create hazards to human health, to harm living
resources and marine life, to damage amenities or
to intelfexe with other legitimate uses of the sea.

Principle 8
Economic and social development is essential

for ensuring a fal'ourable living and working en-
vironment for man and for creating conditions on
earth that are necessary for the improvement of
the quality of l i fe.
Principle I

Environmerrtai deflciencies generated by the
conditions of underdevelopment and natural dis-
asters pose grave problems and can best be remed-
ied by accelerated development through the trans-
fer of substantial quantit ies of f lnancial and tech-
nological assistance as a supplement to the dom-
estic effort of the developing countries and such
timely assistance as may be required.
Principle 10

For the developing countries, stabil ity of prices
and adequate earnings for primary commodities
and raw material are essential to environmental
management since economic factors as well as
ecological processes must be taken into account.
Principle ll

The environmental policies of all States should
enhance and not adversely affect the present or
future development potential of developing coun-
tries, nor should they hamper the attainment of
better living conditions for all, and appropriate
steps should be taken by States and international
orgaDisations with a view to reaching agreement
on meeting the possillle national and interna-
tional economic consequences resulting from ttre
application of environmental measures.

Principle 12
Resources should be made available to preselve

and improve the environment, taking into account
the circumstances and particula,r requirements of
developing countries and any costs which may
emanate from their incorporating environmental
safeguards into their development planning and
the need for making available to them, upon their
request, additional international technical and
financial assistance for this DurDose.
Principle 13

fn order to achieve a more rational manage-
ment of resources and thus to improve the envir-
onment, States should adopt an integrated and
co-ordinated approach to their development plan-
ning so as to ensure that development is compat-
ible with the need to protect and improve the hu-
man environment for the beneflt of their DoDula-
!10n.
Principle 14

Rational planning constitutes an essential tool
lor reconcil ing any conflict between the needs of
development and the need to protect and im.prove
the environment.
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