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A report of t l l is lature can lake up to six months to

complete and in 1he case of a survey involving a Iarge
prospectivc reserve research staff may sDend 4.0b0 5.000
mrn- l tour .  co l lec t i r rg  an .1  p r .epar ing  i l re  in [o r rna t jo r r .
Anrnr i l l  s lec in tens  co l lec ted  t r re  fo ru l rded lo  lhe
Western Australian Museun and plalt specimens to Lhe
W.A.  He|bar iu rn .  A t  p rescnt .  t l )e  b rs ic  bo tan ica l  work
is carried out by Research Oficer McKenzie. but the
Departmcnt docs have lln urgent need lbr a full-time
botanist to relieve the pressure ofwork on the Herbarium.

. Before surveying remote or primitive regions, con-
siderable research ltas to be r.rtrdertaken. 

-Geological

maps rnd  Muser rm records  are  er rn r ined.  peop le  w l ro
know tl le area are conlacted for infor.rralibn and the
diaries of explorers (often dating back to thc early
ninetcelth century) are studied to obtain as clear a picturc
of the area as possible. Sometimes, more than one visit
has 1o be made; for example, the Kintberley Islauds are
to be visited for the third time in June. 1973. Timc and
cxpense precludes too many of these large surveys and
sometinres one visit has to sumce, with ai rnanv'skil led
pcrsonnc l  i t r  a re  l ra i lab lc  co l lec t ing  rs  rnLrc l r  as  pors ib le ,
as quickly as possibie. Surveys in these remote, rela-
t i \e ly  un i r rhJb i ted  rcg ions  l r l rc  g rea l  \c ien t j r i c  \ i r lue  i r )
add i l ion  tn  r l re i r  p r r rpo .e  re rc r \e  acqu i . i r ion .

MuseLr r r r  rnJ  Herbar iun l  s ra tT  cc l lee t ing  :pec in ren :  o l  an ima l  i rn . i
pldnr ri le on lhe Ktmbcl leJ i. l . inds.

ln areas which have been subiected to hutnan inter-
lerencc for some time surveys foi "stop-gap" or ,,f i I1-in'.
reserves arc basically a study ofwhat is left after man has
takel his s]ice of the cake. Thc obiect is to acquire as
large a representative area as possible, and becauie larqe
tracts are no longer available, each prospective reserie
has to be eramined very closely to asceitain its value.
Regre t tah l l .  rhere  arc  and u i i l  re rna in .  gaps  in  o r r r .
representative reserves, because certain plant and arri lral
associations ot'r ly occur on soils which are agriculturally
allractrye, and, as a resuLt, havc been almost completely
cleared: e.g. in the Shire of York and other wheatbeit
shires.

It can bc seen, thcrefore, that the acquisit ion of launa
reserves is a complex affair which is tackled in a very
systematic manner in order that as many arels as possible
o f  r  s u i t a b j c . i z e  a r r d  c o n r a i r r i n g  a  c r o \ \ - \ e c t i o n  o i  a n i m  l
habr rJ t .  i l re  le \c r \ed  fo r  pos ter i l \ .  l r  i5  l rue  lo  sav  th t t
L r r r  t  i l  M r  M c K e r r  i c  u a s a p p o i n r e d  i n  l g T 0 r h c a c q r r i s i t i o r r
o l  re \e f \e r  l r rd  been i !  r ' r thc r  l tanhr rar -d  r f f i i r .  F ren

norv with the l irnited stail and fiuancc at thc DeDarl_
ment's disposal the situalion is far.from ideal. How'evcr.
by working strictly in order of priori ly irr obtaining
represeLttativc selectiolts of habitat type, it should bE
possible to slow or cvcn halt the deciine in our animal
populations which started as soon as thc wltite man set
foot in Australia. Let us no1 forget t l lat man was the
f i rs t  p reda lor .  Recr in t ina t ions  aga ins t the  i r respons ibLe
actlouS ol prevtoLls generirt ions are useless, bLtt lhe
present generation. belter educated and more aware of
the environI1lent, wil l be held responsible by future
geoerations if they destroy rvhat remains of our lteritagc.

Research Ofilcer N. McKenzie three weeks in thc field does
nothing to inlpro\e one's appearucel

AEQUISITION OF I.AKE MUIR
AS RESERVE

Just prior to S.W.A.N.S. going to press the Department
was delighted 10 hear rhat it had acquired Lake Muir and
its surrounding fresh water swamps and lagoons as a
reserve vested in tl le Western Australian Wildlife
Authority.

Lake Muir and its surrounding wetiand areas are
sitLrated 40 miles elst of Pemberton and cover an area
of 10400 hectares. They are to be maintained in their
original state because of their importance as waterfowl
rellges. Aerial surveys during summer months have
shown large resident rvaterforvl populatious.

A more dctailed article with photographs and a map
wi l l  be  pub l ished in  the  nex t  i ssLre  o f  S .W.A.N.S.
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