EXCITEMENT OVER
DUNNART

A Dunnart found at Kalbarri by Mr Don Bellairs and
subsequently handed to National Park Ranger, Mr Cyril
Cockman has cansed excitement among research officers.

The Dunnart was kept by Mr Cockman who fed it on
insects. However, he was unable to keep up with the
animal’s insatiable demands and released it in the
capture area. Fortunately a series of photographs were
taken and these have been closely examined by depart-
mental research staff and Museum staff.

It 1s thought that the specimen may have been the
uncommon White-tailed Dunnart (Sminthopsis granu-
lipes). The basis for this is that the colour closely
maiches that of specimens at the W.A. Museum. White-
tailed Dunnarts are much lighter in colour than the
common Fat-tailed Dunnart (Sminthopsis crassicaudata).
In addition, Mr Cockman says that the tail was about
2% 3 in. long which is considerably longer than S. crassi-
caudata.

On a purely subjective basis the photographs do not
look like any S. crassicaudata thal any of the scientific
officers have ever handled. The head seems very long
but this could be the angle at which the photograph was
taken. Smithopsis granulipes has a very long skull.

In *“Native Mammals of Australia™ Ride says: “The
White-tailed Dunnart was collected first by G. Masters
in the collection that he made between 1863 and 1869 at
‘King George’s Sound and Salt River’. Between 1923
and [965 nine specimens have been collected . . . at
various localities in the drier inland periphery of the
south-west of Western Australia™.

White-tailed Dunnart (Swinthopsis granufipes)

Mr. Cockman has promised to try and capture
another specimen so that a positive identification can
be made. If he is successful and this specimen is found
to be the White-tailed Dunnart it would seem that the
specimen is well out of its previously known range, being
further north and closer to the coast than any other
specimen ever recorded.

Notification of this capture was in Mr Cockman’s

quarterly report as an Honorary Warden; this shows the
importance of these reports.
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