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KANGAROO MANAGEMENT IN W.A.
EXPORT BAN AFFECTS CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

When the House of Representatives Select Committee
on Wildlife Conservation visited Western Australia
twice during 1971 they publicly announced that Western
Australia was well ahead in conservins kansaroos and
tha t  they  had seen rnore  kangaroos  here  t [an  in  any
other State.

For over two years a well-planned and co-ordinated
lTranagement programnre has been operating in W.A. to
control kangaroo numbers in accordance with good
rangeland managenent and multiple use principles. A
quota has been established of 200,000 kangaroos per
year and a lin.rited number of shooters have been licensed
and given an ildividual annual quota. No kangaroo
carcass can be commercialised unless a selfJocking
royalty tag has been affxed and this tag must remain with
the carcass up to the final stages ofprocessing; after that
it must stay with the skin. The most important feature
o f  the  management  regu la l ion i  a re  rhe  re t l l rns  wh ich
have to be forwarded to the DeDartment. The infor-
mation on these returns enables research ofncars to
assess kangaroo populations, age and sex ratios, etc.

The management programme had been accepted by
farmers, and the information from the shooters' and
dealets'returns was becoming meaningful a[d valuable,
when, in Jaruary this year the United States of America
announced that it was proposing to place a number of
species of Australian fauna, including the Red and
Western Grey Kangaroo, on their Appendix "A" of
endangered species. If this proposal had come about
it would have meant that the imDort of kanearoo
produc ls  in to  Amer ica  uou ld  hare  be in  p roh ib i red .  n '
it transpires, the proposed ban has not come ilrto eflect
because Australia, in a[ attempt "to put its house in
order" has not renewed the waivure of the ban on the
export of kangaroo products which has been in force
since the 1920's. This has had the same effect as the
proposed U.S.A. ban and has placed in jeopaldy the
whole kangaroo management programme operating in
Western Australia. Without the expofi sale of skins the
indus t ry  w i l l  be  endangered i rnd .  i f  i r  fa i l ( ,  u i rh  i r  uou ld
go the flow of data from which the management and
control programmes are deternined. The alternatives
to conttolled shooting are shooting by Government
officers or poisoning; the lirst is impracticable and the
second unacceptable because poisoning is non-selectivel
it can be over-eficient and non-tarset soecies can be
affected.

Western Australia has made the stronsest Dossible
pro tes t  to  the  Commonnea l th  Corernment  ; l  V in is le r ia i
and Departmental levels. The Minister for Fisheries and
Fauna has been to Canbeua to meet and request the
Commonwealth Ministers concerned to l ift the ban, and
we understand that a strong argument on behalf of the
rangelaod management programme has been made also
by the Minister for Agriculture. Western Anstralia has
also participated in no less than five nreetings of State
and Commonwealth representatives in the last four
months devoted almost entirely to reviewil]g existing
State programmes and trying to develop a basic and
united approach.

There is now hope that Westerl Australia's existing
programme will be accepted with l itt le amendment.
Meanwhile the ban continues. The Commonwealth
Minister for Clrstoms, Senator L. Murphy has given
little or no indication that he appreciates the effective
controls operating i l Western Australia or that he wil l
exempt this State from the ban. Replying to a questior
by Senator Durack (W.A.) in the Commonwealth
Parliament on June 7, Senator Murphy said:

"I indicated earlier this year that the policy of law,
namely that the export of kangaroo skils should not be
permitted, would be enforced and that the provision for
consent to expol't would not be invoked by me unless
I was satisfied that it was in the interests of conserva-
tion to do so. A regulation was introduced to deal
also with the products of kangaroo and that has come
into operation . . ."

". . . As far as I anl concerned the colselvation of
kargaroos wil l be a first consideration. The suggest-
ion that there has been proper control and proper
conservation has been proved to be a lot of nonsense.
It is t ime that ALrstralians woke up the fact that all
around the world there is abhorrence at what has been
happening in regard to the virtually uncol' l trolled
slaughter of kangaroos. I agree that the State from
which the Honourable Senator comes, Western Austra-
l ia, has endeavoured to inslitute some lornr of quota
and regulation. The report which I have mentioned
indicates that the conference considered these meas-
ures to be absolutely essential for the preservation
of the kalrgaroo. Yet, those same n]easures are not
operating in the State where most of the kangaroos
are taken."
We must take issue with Senator Murphy's statement

that Western Australia "has EN DEAVOURED to
institute SOME form of quota and regulation". The
quota has been established ard the regulations have been
operating successfully for two years.

It is dimcult 10 understand why, if the measures that
have been taken in this State are "absolutely essential for
the preservation of the kalgaroo", we should be penal-
ised because Senator Murphy is dissatisfied with the
policies of other States.

Until all States have produced malagement program-
mes which are acceptable to Senator Murphy, the
situation in Western Australia can only deteriorate.
Ifthe industry winds down or collapses, the matagenenl
data supplied by the industry wil l no longer be a valuable
means of assessing populations. In addition, kangaroo
numbers wil l build up and the balance ofthe biomass wil l
be upset. All grazing animals must be held \ryithin
that level which avoids degradation and allows restora-
tion of the rangeland. Unless accurate checks can be
made on population levels of grazing animals then good
rangeland management is impossibie. We believe that,
in the Western Australian sit lration, the necessary data
can only be obtained at anything l ike reasonable cost
under the present management programme.
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