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YELLOW-BILLED SPOONBILLSagain". (These were the birds sighted by members of
the Western Australian Wildlife Authority during their
tour Ed.).

It would seem that ornithologists will have to re-write
their records regarding the southerly range ofthe Yellow-
billed Spoonbill. Serventy and Whittell give the general
southerly limit as Moora, although occasional sightings
have been made at Cannington (1954) and Bunbury
(  r958).

AT WOODANILLING
Following on the report in the last issue of the sighting

ofyellow-bil led and royal spoonbil ls at "Rushy Swamp",
Woodanilling, we received the following report liom
Honorary Warden Ray Garstone.

"Yellow-bil led Spoonbil ls are by no means rate in
this ar€a, and odd groups may be seen at some time
during mosl summer months. Rushy Swamp (Woodan-
illing) and Coyrecup Lake (Katarning) are perlraps
their favourite haults. SEA.EAGLE AT

ROTTNEST

Yellow-billed Spoonbill(Platalea flat,ipes) (Photo : R. Carstone)

"In 1965 I found a nest well out in Toolibin Lake.
It was quite large and well-built, not unlike the nest of a
Goshawk, and contained four eggs. The nest was
watched carefully and, after the young were hatched,
a steel tower was set up in the water and photographs
were taken. The bilds were extremely friendly and all
the young were reared to maturity. Many hours were
spent in the hide and it was interesting to note the
difference between the nesting spoonbil ls aod the
egrets who were also [esting in the Yicinity.

"In 1966, 3 pairs nested in a loose colony and in 1972
a pair nested at Lake Coyrecup.

"The recent dly seasons and the fact that the lakes
have not contained suffcient water and food seem to be
the reason why I have no records recently. I feel that
they wil l nest again bere in suitable years rvhen the lakes
are full.

"In March, 1973 a flock of 32 Yellow-bil led Spoon-
bil ls arrived at Rushy Swamp, but soor moved o11

Honorary Warden W. A. Farmer of Rottnest Island
has sent us the following interesting report:-

"The din and commotion among the lesser predators
as a sea-eag1e flew over Rottnest from east to west has
nrobably never been exceeded on the island. The
iettlement's several hundred ravens were tl le f irst to
5pot  Ihe  s t ranger .  Shr iek ing  the i r  warn ing  ca l l  they  took
of f  en  n , l s ' c  and-  near  the  main  l igh thou\e  in  the  cent , re
o f  the  is land,  Rot tne \ l ' : \  ten  res ide l l t  o .p re)s  Jo lned the
attack. But the great eagle soared effortlessly in vast
circles which always had the attackers flying in the wrong
direction.

"No matter how vigorously they flapped their wings
tbe ravens could not exceed above 1,500 ft., and, above
them whistl ing madly, the ospreys reached an altitude
limit oi some t,000 ft., sti l l  1,000 ft below the sea eagle.

"Over Vlaming Pojnt (West End) the eagle changed
rhe d i rec t ion  o f  ia \  reconna i ' sance f r igh t  towards  Garden
l . land  lnd  on l )  lhen  d id  Rot tnes t ' s  av ian  de fence [o rce
break off the pursuit and return wearily to their foraging
grou nds .

"The island's ravens have had only one prevrous
experience of high altitude flying when' many years ago,
thi Perth Gun tlub members were invited to thin out
the ravens. Local residents expected the birds to leave
the  se t t lemen l  a f te r  the  f i r . t  ' ho lgun b las ts .  bu l  ins tead
the \  \ \enr  s l ra igh l  upwards  un t i l  lhey  ' ran  ou t  o l  gas '

and f ina l l r  f lopped t rack ,  no t  in to  the  t ree5.  bu l  10  the
ac tua l  ear ih ;  ihey  *ere  comple te ly  e rhaus ted  

"

(This eaele would be a White-breasted Sea Eagle'
Th'ese are iore conrmonly seen along the coast further
north but are found around the whole coastline-Editor')
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Paee l5  -Ye l low- ta i led  b lac l  cockatoos  shou ld  read

, "J - t i i l .d  b lack  cockr toos .  {  fhe  b i rds  s ighred  were

pioUuUiy it"-utute red-tailed black cockatoos-Ed )
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