
WHITE-TAILED DUNNART (Sminthopsis granulipes)

Distribution
Confined to the inland periphery of the south west
of Western Australia. Until this year there were
only eight specimens collected. Recently, the
survey activities of the Fisheries and Fauna Depart-
ment and the W.A. M useum have obtained a
further four.

Localities of Capture
Bendering
Lake Grace South
30 miles east of Ravensthorpe
Nungarin
Tenterden, 7 miles west of Stirl ing Ranges
Marvel Loch
Kulin
Kondinin
16 miles north west of Moora
15 miles west of Three Springs.

Measurements
Total length 142 mm
Tail length-57 mm
Hind foot length-l5 mm
Ear length 16 mm
Weight-19 g.

The white-tailed Dunnart, like S. hirtipes a\d S.
crassicaudqta stores fat in its tail. It is one of the larger
Dunnarts and is distinguished by numerous small
granules on the pads of its feet. It has a light-grey fur
over much of its body.

A.C.F. MEMBERSHIP
EXCEEDS 7,5OO

Membership of the Ar.rstralian Conservation Founda-
tion has passed the 7,500 mark for the first t ime, stimu-
la ted .  no  doubr .  by  pub l i c i t y  resu l r ing  f rom rhe  pres i -
dent ' \  \  i s i r ,  Ar  30rh  Apr i l .  lo ta l  ACI -  Menrbersh ip  in
all categories was 7,581, an increase of 225 sinca 30th
November, 1972.

Totals ofeach category were 6,430 Ordinary Members,
786 Member Bodies, 207 Life Members. 8l National
Spon.ors -  46  Benefac lo rs .  J l  L ib rary  subscr ip t ions  and
two single donations.

The ACF continues to seek new members. Readers
interested in joining the ACF should contact Brigadier
C.  \4 .  L .  E l l io r t  o f  I  Mo.man Ter race ,  Mosman park -
Telephone 31 3329. The annual membership fee is $5
for  Ord  inary  Member . .

MINKE WHAIE STRANDED
AT CERVANTES

On 16th May a Minke whale was stranded at Cer-
vantes. Fisheries Inspector K. Marshall investigated and
found the  an imal  (o  be  a l i re  bur  very  ueak .  l t  had  been
bad ly  mau led  o \e r  mosr  o l the  body .  poss ib l l  by  ,harks ,
and the tail and dorsal fins were also badly dariraged.

The animal was a juvenile female and measured ten
feet in length.

ElTorts were made to save the whale by dragging it
into deeper water but these were ulsuccessful bicause
the whale kept returning to the shore.

Because of the damage to the fluke the whale would
not havebeen-able to swim, and therefore was humanely
destroyed by departmenral officers.

Hairy-footed Dunhart (Smillthopsis hirt ipes)

\^l1ile-ta'led DJnnarl ( S m i n I ho p, i r srunu I ip"\ )
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