
OUf Dirninisning Heritaee

Brush-taited Roqk Wallabies (Petrogale penicillqta)

were once found ol steep rocky hil ls and cliffs over much

of mainland Austtalia,-but populations have decreased
colsiderably itr eastern Victoria, soLrth-easterr New

South Walei and sor-rth Western Australia. The spectes
is apparently quite common however, in tropical north-

ern Australia.

The taxonomy of rock wallabies is very confused and

it is not clear iust how many species there are Some
rock  wa l tab ies  are  ver l  d i f fe ren t .  e .g .  the  Ye l low- loo ted
Rock  Wr l lab l  and the  L i t l le  Roc l '  Wal l rby  uh i le  o (hers
. r re  ren  , i rn i ia r .  e .g .  the  Purp le -nccked Rock  Wal laby

and Rdthsch i ld 's  R-ock  \ I  r l lab l .  Dr .  \ ' \  '  D  L  R ide  in

iris book "A Guide to the Native Mammals of Australia,"
i i coen i res  seren  spec ie . ,  four  o f  uh ic l r  occ t t r  in  We ' te rn

eu i r?u f iu .  I  hese are  lhe  I  i t t le  RockWal l . rby  t  Perudor " t '
concinna\and the Short-eared Rock Wallaby (Petrcgdle

L t 'ac l ryo t is l  uh ich  are  fo t t t td  rn  ihe  K imber leSs-  Rot l t s -

inildt' Rocl wallab) (Petrncdlc rcth!' tt i l ' l i t  l iom lhe

weiieinPilbara and Dil ipier Archipelago and lhe Brush-
tailed Rock Wallaby.

The agil ity alld sure-Iootedness of these wa]labies is

amuz ins"und the t  can  be  observed leap ing  f rom rock  lo

rock .  r iegor i l t ing  prec ip i tou .  c l r f f s  a r rd  gu l l ies  w l th

ii, l i"ulour-.ut". 
"rnat 

tt iey can be seen during daylight

hours is unusual and, in fact, of Western Australia's
m a r ) u D i a l s .  o t r l t  t h c  N u m b r i  i t  m o r e  d i L r r n a l  i r l  i l '

f ' rou i i ' l  no . l  " i l l ab ies  w i l l  ' sun  ba thc '  o r r  rocky  ou t -

croDs but thev do seem to require fairly stable lempera-

tules; it has been suggested that their wjde rarge through-

ouJ ibe contine,tt"ian be attributed to their rosky

environment rvhich mailtains constant temperatures'
bi. E. Eut"v of the Division of Wildlife Research,

i .S . f  .n .O. .  , , r l r i l e  . r r rd ) ing  habt t r t  reqr r i re -ne  r ts  in  the

Pi lbar . - r .  four rd  de :p  cavc .  among t l l c  roc l '  \  nere  tnc

r i r  temper t l r l re  d id  no t  fa l l  bc lo$  27  C or  r rse  i rbove

1i'C uitt.toogt', the shade temperature outside varied

between 18'C and 46"C.

Br r rsh- ta i led  Rock  \ \a l lab ies  \ i r r )  in  appear ' lnce .o \e r
much o f  the i r  range.  bu t  c l l  l r rve  i l  d t - l rnc t r \c  long '

ti"nO.t tuit which i ibushy or tuftedatthe tip; tte tail is

not ,red to support the weighi of the body to the extent

if 'rut i i  ir in otlrer wallabies, but is used rather to balance

if.t" UoAV when jumping The hind feet have thick
;'pi.pl.d" pads ivhicir plevent slipping on the rocks'

Because 1he range of this animal has been much

,eJuced in  We\Ler r i  Aus l ra l ia .  espec ia l l t  jn  the ,  'ou l l t -

we5t ,  lhe  .pec ies  is  f t l l l )  p ro tec led  anc l  l las  been oec la reo

"rare and likely to become extinct", Several areas which
have been set aside as fauna sanctuaries and reserves
harbour Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies, viz.:-

1. Recherche Archipelago Wildlife Sanctuary (Re-

serve No. 422796).
2. Mt. Carolire Wildlife Sanctuary (Reserve No.

l r047).
Mt. Stirling Wildlife SanctiarY

1 1048).
Nangeen Hill Wildlife SanctuarY

23187).
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5. Tutakin Hil l Water Reserve (Reserve No. I1039)'

6. Kalbarri Natioral Park (Reserve No. 427004).

7. Barlee Rarge Wildlife Sanctuary (Reserve No.
A26808).

8. Barrow Island Wildlife Sanctuary (Reserve No.
A 1  164U) .

9. Depuch Island (Reserve for Aborigines)

A small population is known also on prlvate property
near Bruce Rocl<.

With a few notable exceptions, e.g. Kalbaui National
Park and Barlee Range Wildlife Salctuary, the reserves
for the conservation of the Brush-tailed Rock Wallaby
are small (under 350 acres) and as was -explained in
S.W.A.N.S. Vol. 3, No. 2, p. 42, reserves of this size are
subject to external influences such as predation by foxes'

etc. That isolated pockets still occur in the south-west as

islands in a sea of wheat is due to the indestructabil ity of

the animals'rocky habitat and the protection it affords'

Unfortunately no research has been cauied out on

Brush-tailed Rock Wallabies, and it cannot be said with

anv certainty that these isolated populations wil l survive

indef in i te ly . '  t l  i s  to  be  hoped lha t  the  reduc t ion  in  the

range in  the  (ou lh -wes i  has  been ha l ted .  bu t  a '  the  nor th

of t ihe State is opened up, the remaining habitat wil l be

further reduced and reserves are needed in suitable areas'

The Depar tment  r \  mos l  in le res led  to  rece ive  in fo rma-
r io r r  on  ar ia ,  where  rock  na l lab ie '  occur  anyuhere  in  the
State.

The Denaltv of $1.000 which can be imposed for inter-

fering with these animals is a sizeable deteffent to mis-

creaits, but the real need is more research and more

sanctuaries. There are good populations and ideal

habitat in tbe Kimberleys which should be protected now,

before short-sighted man has the opportunity to destroy

another part of his own heritage.
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Close up of head; the two colours of the ear
clearly shown

DISTRIBUTION:

Throughout the state ir suitable localit ies. Now

very rare in the southern half of the State.

Also found on Westall (Coombe), Wilson, Salisbury

and Mondrain Islands in the Recherche Archipelago,

Barrow Islarrd and Depuch Island in the Pilbara.

LOOKS:

A medium-sized wallaby with a very long tail.

Colour very variable. General colour grey-blowr;

often with i ight facial stripe; black stripe under arm-

pit wjth pale stripe behind it; tail black with outer

half bushy; ears bottom half pale, top half black.

T-DNGTH:

Head and body 480-530 mm approx.

Tail 440-480 mm approx.

WEIGHT:

4-5.5 kg approx.

BREEDING:

Like all the kangaroo family these wallabies produce

only one young at a tine. Litt le informatioll is

available on breeding seasons, growth, etc.

DIET:

Again l itt le information is available. Irrcidental

observations show that they are grazing animals.

They probably do not drink water as nost areas

where they occur have no fresh water available.

BRUSH.TAILED
ROCK WALLABY

Petrogale penicillata

are part iculaf ly

This aninral is one held by the w.A. Universit l . , .  l t  is a hybrid
and is probabiy a cross between a lDale Recherche (Hackett 's)

Rock Waliaby and a female Rothschi ld's Rock Wallaby
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