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against destruction of a protected and vLrnerable species
and some other means of overcoming the conflict would
be expected. A cost benefit study which took account
of the loss olthe birds intrinsic, scientif ic and tourist or
aesthetic values and of the ecological effects to be suffered
through the reduction in bird numbers, together with
likely benents from the agricultural development would
have to be undertaker.

In considering the desirabil ity of undertaking various
forms of agricultural activities, their susceptibility to
damagc by rvildlife must be one of the factors for
deciding what crops should be planted. Costs of exclu-
sion by fencing or other acceptable control or remedial
measures need to be added to the economic cost of
the crop. Where wildlife occurs in pest proportions, it is
reasonably safe to say that ecological control should
desirably be aimed at the situation which allows a species
to reach such numbers rather than trying to control those
numbers once they have occurred. In other words,
we need to attack tl're cause rather than the effect.

Departmental experielce suggests that predations by
wildlife are usually associated with poor agdcultural
practices and there has been a strong tendency in un-
successful ventures to blame the rvildlife for failures that
were really attributable to other causes. The Depart-
ments holds the view that it is not reasonable to expect
the State to undertakelarge scale research into population
control measures in thesg circumstances. Attention is
drawn to the findings of alt interdepartmental group
which met at the Western Australian Wildlife Research
Centre on January 15, 1974, to consider the alleged prob-
lemofmagpie geese onthe Ord River plains. It is recorded
that the group agreed that :-

"To nore fully understand the magple geese popu-
lation would require a biological research programme
costing of the order of $50 000 per year for several
years. Before undertaking research of this order
of magnitude, the eccnomic justif ication would have
to be clearly d€monstrated and, therefore, the group
considered that research into the actual value of crop
damage sustained under thc present conditions was
essential.

"The biological research progran.rme rvould be
aimed at providing information on:-
"(i) Tbe relatiorship of the Ord River Magpie geese

to the general northern populatiol].
"(i i) The relationship of the Magpie geese population

to the overall weather pattern (next year the
weather pattern may be such tl.rat few Magpie
geese appear in the Ord River area).

"(i i i) The potential for providing alternative feeding
areas, to divert the geese from the commercial
crops, which could also be developed as a superb
tourlst attractron.

"(iv) The potential of Lake Argyle for Magpie geese
breeding, and including a rnonitoring of local
breeding at the present time.

"The above comments relate mainly to gross environ-
mental changes that, together, might make the Kunun-
urra area less attractive to geese. The possibility
ofpopulation control, either by l imiting the population

to its present size or reducing it, must also be con-
sidered. In this context Dr. Davies made the point
that given sufficient finance and desire, the population
could be reduced drastically or perhaps even elimina-
ted as occurred in the Murray/Darling Catchment area
between 1880 and 1920 by the use ofpoisons and drain-
age of swamps. The group held the view that such
action in the Northern Territory would not be accep-
table today but methods of population control should
be considered as well as the provision of alternative
feeding sites. These might include water level man-
ipulation in breeding areas and selectively applied
pesticides."
As a member of the group which reached that concen-

sus. the Conservator of Wildlife supports its f indings
and re-iterates the need for a cost benelit analyses to
show clearly that such a programme would be justif ied
economically, and further stress that it woLrld treed to be
shown to be polit ically acceptable.
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