
DIBBLERS AT ALtsANY
A pair of Australia's rare marsupiirls, known as

Dibblers has been for.rnd at Albaoy.
They were trapped at Cheynes Beach by Dr. Particia

Woollcy a senior lecturer in Zoology at La Trobc
University, Vjctoria.

The Deoartment of Fisheries and Wildlit 'e is constantly
asked if i t does not exist to care for sick and injured
wildlif'e.

As a public servant, ihe Conservator of Wildlifc can
only say that thc legislation makes no mention of it.
Departnental responsibil i t ies are not spelled out in
detail but evolve from the overall rcsponsibil i ty to
administer the Wildlife Conservation Act and the
regulations made under it which are designed primarily
to conserve our wondcrful wild fauna

Scienti l ic advisers on conservation tell us that thc care
of sick and injured or derelict fauna does l itt le ifarything
fbr conservation of native thuna in the long tcrm and
probably reacts to its detriment by saving rveaklings or
disease-susceptible individuals that stern Natule would
sacril ice for the good ol t l le spccies. Keeping aninals i it
captivity exposes them to diseascs tl ' lat may be trans-
rnitted to wild stocks.

The locality where this pair was captured is close
to the site of a proposed caravan park at Cheynes
Beacl.r.

There are 3 specimens of the Dibbler in thc Western
Australian Museum rvhich were collected in 1967 and
somc are held in other Australian Museums, particularly
the National Museum, Victoria. About 5 are also
held in the Brit ish Museum (Natural History) and others
at Liverpooi, England and Leydon, Holland. Most
of these were colleclcd north of Perth (Moore River
and Victoria Plains) in the last century, but all the
recent f inds have been at Cheyrrcs Beach on the south
coast east of Albany, and at Jerdacutlup in the Shire
of Ravensthorpe.

Son-re years ago, an earlier Government decision was
taker that if sick or injured rvildlife wcre to be cared for,
the appropriate authority might be the R.S.P.C.A. as the
organisation had qualif ied veterinary services available.
However, due to a problem outside the control of the
R.S.P.C.A. and this Dcpartmcnt, thc proposal Japsed and
the funds were returned by the R.S.P.C.A. to revenlle.

The Depafinent would lrot recomnend t]rat any
funds be made available to an organisation which used
wildlife for commercial purposcs. Expcrience has
shown beyond doubt that commercial enterprises of this
nature wil l use the care of sick, injured or dcrelict fauna
as a means ancl as a cover for obtaining protected
species from the wild that t l. iey otherwise would not
be giver authority to hold.

There are many people lvho look after considerable
numbers of birds and kangaroos, ctc., without any
publicity or thought of assistance. They do this by
their own choosing and seek no other reward thatr t l]e
personal satisfaction it gives then'r.

The animals are the only ones fbutrd since
Morcombe re-discovered thc species in 1967
years, of "extinctiol.t".
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Dr. Woolley is a rvorld expert ol1 the group of mar-
supials of wlrich the Dibbler (Anteclinus apicalis) is one
member .

In an earlier programme, Dr. Woolley had been al-
lowed to search for and obtain two related species,
one of which was the Litt le Red Antechinus. This
animal was shown to be not as rare as had been tltougl'rt
and was well distributed in the Pilbara.

The ticense to take 3 pairs of Dibblers wits issued
subject to the conditiols that r]ot more than one pair
was to be taken fiom any one locality and that the
localit ies had to be at least l0 km apart. This was
to cnsure that colonies located were not unduly dc-
pleted. A further condition was that the Dibblers
remain the property of the State and their ult imate
disposal rvould be decided by the Minister lbr Fisheries
and Wi ld l i l t .

Dr. Woolley rvas allowed to take thc Dibblers to
La Trobe University where her research is centred.
She is working on a special project i inanced by the
Departnent of Science on the recommendation of the
Australian Research Grants Comrnittee and aimed at
inproving our knowledge of the relationships of this
proLro  w i l l r in  the  fu rn i l \  Dasvur id re  l l l c  carn ivoro t ls
mar : t rp i : r l r  , - r f  u  h ic l r  the  Tasn i rn i r r r r  T iger  $ r '  per l r rp '
t lre largest rnd best known. Hopefully, this wil l lead
to a successful breeding of Dibblers in captivity with
the possibil i ty ol rc-populating suitable habitat. Dtbbler (At echinus apicalis).
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