
BIR.D COMMITTEE FIELD TRIP-I975
As Reported By Mr D. Jennings, Acting Committee Secretary

Mcrnbcrs of the Bird Committee of the Western Aus-
lralian Wildlife Authority nret at Lake Toolibin on [7tlr
November', 1975 at the start of a three day survey of
lakes i lr the Arthur River and Beaufort River'f lats. They
also planned to meet representatives of various sporting
associations in thc arca so that a clearer understanding
of f ield problems could be gained, and to hear submis-
sions from the sbooters regarding the 1975/76 duck
sl'rooti lg season.

A canpsite was established on John Knox's property
to the south-east of Toolibin, alongside the Reserve
bounclary. The Conservator of Wildlife, Mr. H. B.
Shugg, led the party, which consisted of Dr. S. Davies,
Dr. T. Riggert, Messrs T. Spence, J. Masters, N. Beeck,
H. Hall, S. Bowler, D. Arnold and D. .lennings. Wild-
l ife Officers D. Noble and K. Morrison with Technical
Olicer D. Munro joiled Comrnittee members for the
survey. Well-knorvn conscrvationist and wildlife photo-
grapher R. Garstone was also a welcome addition to
the camping party.

The urain emphasis of the survey rvas Lake Toolibin
itsclf, a lake which had beel closed to duck shooting
during the 1974/75 season. Those Committcc members
who had not previously been to the area were given the
opportuuity to see !rt f irsthand the special qualit ies
rvhich Toolibin possessed.

Following lunch on the first day, members took to the
canoes hired for thc survcy so that a thorough inspection
of the lake could be n.rade. This proved to be an upset-
ting experience for Messrs Shugg and Spence clothes
may be dried, but binoculars tend lrot to work so well
after a dunking. Not to be oLrtdone, Messrs Garstole
and Morrison duplicated the feat on the following morn-
ing. Morrison was heard to report that the water only
came up to his navel, though he was slanding on his
hcad at the time. A sense of balance appeared to be a
prerequisite for staying above water level. Despite
such incidents, thc canoes proved their worth once skil l
in manoeuvring in thc strong wind had been acquired.
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Canoeists setting out for suLvey of Lake Toolibin.

Afier tea, a bird coLrnt rcvcaled that 81 specics had
been sighted on the Reserve with 20 of these species
nesting in thc area. Apart from the Freckled Duck,
much interest was aroused because of the nesting sites of
the White Egret (Egrctt.r alba) and the Little Grebe
(Podiceps novaehollandiae). The lake was confirmed as
one of the ferv knorvlr trestirg sites of the White Egret
south of the Kirnberleys.

Early morning saw the canoeists out on tlte lake again,
followed by a most jnfolmal Bird Committee meeting on
the sand ridge south-east of the lake. Various aspects of
the duck shooting season were discr-rssed and a number of
recommcndat ions  made.

The importance of Lake Toolibil was highlighted by
the l indings ofthe survey. It remains the one freshwater
lake for at least 30 miles in any direction atrd, therefore,
the only lake in the vicinity on which the Freckled Duck
was likely to nest. The White Egret and Litt le Grebe
nestings added weight to the argument for cottinued
closure of the lake to duck shooting. Also, the situation
of Lake Toolibin in the lake chairr made it ideal as a
refuge area, i l l  keeping with Departmcntal policy that
at least one lake in each chain should be set aside as a
refuge area. Toolibin is the first major lake in this
chain, and is thus the first to fiI l  after rains,

Chef Sam Bowler prepared a[ early lu|rch after the
meetil ' lg, to allow a full afternoon of lakc inspections.
The fact that some of the canrpers rvere i l l  after returning
home was definitely not due to "Sam-onella" inl 'ections.
Camp was broken just after lunch and the party set out
via Mud Hut (Walbyring), Lake Taarblin, Nomans Lake,
White Lake and Litt le White Lake before settl ing in at
Narrogin for the night. From the inspections, it
appeared that the water levels in most lakes were down
2 to 3 feet from the high-water marks evident on lrees
bordering the lakes.

That night, t lre Committee members met with repre-
sentatives ofthe Narrogil CIay Target Association ([nc.),
the Field and Game Associatior, and other sllooters
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fronr the Narrogin area. Unfortunately, Mr. peter
Jones, the Minister for Fisheries and 

-Wildlife 
was

grounded in Perth by the fuel crisis and was unable
to attend as planned. Comments and suggestions rverc
later passed to the Minister for his conii 'deration and
information.

The Comittee re-convened the following mornins to
consider the suggestions of the Associations' repreien_
tatives. The recommeldations for submission to the
Minister were added to those made on tlte shores of
Toolibin.

Tracks were then made to Wagin, east to the small
lakes  lead ing  in  to  Cr rndar ing ,  then ro  Cr rndr r r jng  iLse l f .
thcnce lo_Wagin  La le  uhere  lunch uas  deroured-a lo r rg -
side the Rubbish Dump Reserve. Lake parkeryerrin"s
\  as  ne \ t  on . l .he  l i \ l .  fo l lowed by  a  qu ick  darh  acro i r  t6
beautor l  B  dge to  keep a  rende4\ous  w i th  the  Hor r .  T .
Per r1 .  M.L .C.  a ld  a  par t )  o fshooters  f rom r l )e  Bea l t fo r t
River area.

. The whole company travelled to Reserve 5456 to
rrspect its two lakes and to discuss the possibil i ty of
open ing  lhe  lc les  to  shoo l ing  nou thar  l l l ey  *c re  undc | -
Dep l r tmenta lcont ro l .  l t  n is  agreed tha l  such a  recom_
mendation be submitted to the Minister, who has sirce
agreed to the request.

.Everyone was told to watch their step, as quite a few
Tiger snakes had been sighted on previous days. Extra

adrena l in  p r r . l : ing  rh rough thc  sys le rn  improved e les ighr
q urte rernari(abty.

_ Mr. Pcrry and sonle of the shooters then accompanied
thc party _for a look at Lake Towcrilning, where the
group broke up and all headed for hone.

Appreciation is expressed to all thosc who added their
particular talents and abil it ies which hclped make thc
t r in  a  rucce.s .  fhc  mlny  sugqc . l ions  rhar  t l r i s  sor t  o f
he ld  sur re ;  shor r ld  bc  n rade more  than. ju r t  a  once- in -a-
while eflort ' are being given serious consideration,

Nestilrg site on Lake Toolibin

WESTERN AUSTRAI.IAN
WITDI.IFE AUTHORITY MEMBERS
Tt is hereby notif ied [or general informarion rhal the

Hon.  V in is re r  fo r  F isher ie i  and Wi ld l i fe ,  Mr .  pe ter  V .
J ,ones  has .  pursuanr  to  rhe  prov is ions  o f  the  Wi ld l i le
(  onse_r ra l ion  Ac l  lq50-75.  appo in led  the  seven persons
oamed hereunder  as  the  members  o f  rhe  Western
Aust ra l ia r r  U_ i ld l i [e  A  rhor i l ] .  fo r  u  te rm to  e \p i re  on
3 l5 t  May.  1977.  The Wesrern  AUst ra l ian  Wi ld l i le
Authority will therefore consist of the following :-

Ex-Officio Members:
Mr Bernard Kenneth Bowen, Director of Fisheries

and Wildlife, Chairman
Mr Harold Baxter Sandford Shugg, Conservator of

Wildlife and Deputy Chairman
Mr Alfred Richard Tomlinson, Chief Vermin

Control Oficer
Mr Bruce James Beggs, Conseryator of Forests

Appointed Members:
Dr John Will iam Green, Botanist of Dalkeith
Professor Albert Russell Main, Zoologist of

Nedlands
Dr Stephen John James Frank Davies, Zoologist of

Mt. Helena
Dr Barry Robert Wilson, of Waterman
Mr. Neville Anderson Beeck of Katanning
Mr Helry George Hall of Dangin, and 

-

Mr. William Harley Burges Lacy, of Meekatharra

THE PRICE
OF ROAST DUCK

In_January 1976 three men decided to engage in duck
poaching at Hyde Park Lake in the city of Feith.

A l lhough the  duck  shoot ing  sea\on  wa\  i r r  fu l l  .u i r rs
the  men d id  l lo t  take  the  nece\ \a rJ  \Lep\  o f  chec l in i
lhe ,game regu la t ions ._  they  had r ;ken 'and k i l fed  rhE
Drros  Dy hand Ou ls lde  o l  a  game reserve  ar rd  were
dressrng  them fo r  d inner  when apprehended.

RESULT: Fined 9200 each-with not even a taste.

. . .  1 t  u i l l  be .a . joyous  da5 when rhe  f ines  app l ied  to
I iegar  b t rd  deaters  and snrugg ler \  w i l l  be  in  the  same
oroer oI magnrtude.

Where is the deterrant to cut out these rackets when
the system sti l l  allows thousands of dollars profit to
be made over and above fines?




