
OUf Dfuninishir\s lleritage
The Potoroo is the smallest of the Kangaroo family

being about the sire ofa rabbit and weighing up to I 5 kg
(approximatcly 3 pounds).

Potoroos are one of the 5 divisions or genera of rat-
kangaroos. The three distinct kinds are the Mr.rsk Rat
kangaroo ofQueensland. the Bettongs and thcir rclatives.
and Potoroos.

Two species of PoLoroos havc bcen rccorclcd from thc
south west of Western Aust|alia. They are Gilbert s
Potoroo (PotrrrollJ tridL!(tl lusl, knorvn from near Albany,
and thc Broad-faced Potoroo (Potorous plal),ops), known
from near Goomalling and irom between Albany and
thc Pall inup River. However, neither species has been
seen this century. The Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife has irrit iated a search for these anirnals so
that if they do cxist, nccessary steps can be taken to
ensure their survival. Finance has bccn providcd by
the Commonwealth Governnrel1t

Looking rather l ike a Bandicoot. thc Poloroo is a crea-
ture ol tussock and densely growing grasses associatcd
with forcst or woocllands, or othcr clcnse vcgctation such
as heaths in areas of high rainf'all.

Studies irr the Eastern States have shown that thc
animals require the dcnsc natural vcgctation of their
habitat for protection against their many potential
predators.

Potoroos are strictiy noctural in thcir bchariour and
unlike the Baudicoots and Wallabies. l iving in the samc
arca. they stay entircly rvithin thcir densc cover and do
not come out of it to f 'eed in adjacent open pastures. If
the habitat is operccl up by fire or clearing, Potoroos
disappear unti l t lre vegetalion has recoverecl. Sucl'r
species are vulnerable to burning olf in bush fire coltrol.

Studies of ttrnale Potoroos in captivity have indicated
joint or overlapping terri lories, whcrc there was no figtit-
ing. Males on the other hancl were ahvays in severe
conflict u'hen thcy wcrc togcthcr with a fcmalc orr hcat.
Animals observed in wild populations had no wonnds or
scars, suggesting that in natural situations. they avoid
conirrg into conli ict.

In Tasmania it has been establisired that Potoroos for
their small size are quite long-liviog in lhc rvild and may
live for 7 years. Fron birth it is at least 2l weeks
belbre thc young are wealed, and afler leaving the
pouch at aboul selenteen weeks, they are running free.

The Potoroo breeds throughout the year in Tasmania.
Each temale seems to commencc breeding when it is
about one year o1d and is also able to breed twice in
each year. but the reprodLlctive potential of the Potoroo
is low because, l ike olher members ofthe kangaroo iam ily,
it produces one young at a tine. Mating may again
follow about 4 days after the birth of the first young
but the resulting embryo dclays clcvclopmcnt for as
long as four and a half months unti l either the first
young is suckling intermittently during its r,veaning
period or it is prcmaturcly lost t iom the pouch.

Potoroos could easily be confused rvith:

l .  BANDICOOTS (see i l lus t ra t ion)  bu t  .  .  .

t s .  Thc  ta i l s
bod ies .
' I -he  

ta i l s  o f  Baud icoots  a re  n ruch smal le r  than
the i r  bod ics .

C.  Thc  lowcr  jaws o f  Potoroos  conta i l  on ly  onc  pa i r
of large incisors rvhich arc scparatccl f iom the
lirst cheek teeth by a wide gap.

The Lo*er ja rvs  o l  Band icoots  conta in  th rcc  pa i rs
o l  smal l  inc isors  and a  can incc l  too th  occup ies  the
space between then and the firsl cheek teeth.

D. Tire fir 'st cheek teeth of I 'otoroos are very lar-re
and o f  a  charac ter is t i c  shapc .  qu i te  un l i kc  thosc
of  l land icoots  (scc  i l l us tn t ion) .

Q l  O l i K  \ S  ( . e c  l l t t . t r , , t i o r r r  h r t r  . . .

A .  Potoroos  arc  much smal le r  (up  to  I  5  kg  or  3  lbs . )
than Quokkas  wh ich  we igh  up  to  3  kg  or  7  lbs .

B. Thc l 'eet of l 'otoroos are slender and covered irr
short fui.

Thc  lcc t  o1 'quokkas  are  nore  robus t  rnd  cover
cd in Iouger fur.

C'. Cilbcrfs l)otoroo has a long, pojnted tirce.
Quokl<as have a short broad i 'acc.

D. Thc Broad-faced Poto.oo is thoughl to bc a ptrle
salloy or grc)/ colour.

Quotkts arc usually drrk br,lrvn.

WOYLIES (scc  i l l us t ra t ion)

Woylics are of sinri ial size and build to Potoroos
ancl they have similar dental characters but they
can at oiicc be distinguished by thcir tails; thc
tails of Woylies have a distinctivc brush or c.est of
black hair rear thc tip

As wc have very l itt lc infbrualion about the
distribution of Woylies we would aiso welcome
any records you have.

They are  known to  l i ve  in  the  Tutann ing
Nature Rescrve, East of Pingelly, in the Dryandra
State Forcsl near Narrogin, and in thc Tone/
Pemp River area, east ol Manlinup.
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